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Headmaster’s Headlines

Lofty Club: I am sure that, when she looks back, one of highlights of the First Minister’s tenure in 

office will be remembering the day that she and the Deputy First Minister of Northern Ireland got to 

meet Rockport golfers Molly O’Hara (R12) and Harry O’Hara (R8). Our Rockport golfing siblings 

were front and centre at a promotional event at Clandeboye Golf Club launching the PGA EuroPro Tour 

NI Masters. The duo acquitted themselves very well at the event, were well turned out and spoke 

clearly and confidently throughout. Molly and Harry did quite well also.

Fame Academy: I was pleased to see and hear Isabella Doran (R9) sing with the prestigious 

Belfast school of Performing Arts. Isabella appears in a series of video presentations as part of the MTI 

Europe Junior Theatre festival. Well done Isabella!  

Rail Disaster: Less welcome news reaches me of high-jinks and shenanigans on the train from 

Seahill to Lisburn on one afternoon this week. Today, I have rigorously impressed upon one or two of 

our number not just the concept of the Rockport ‘walking billboard’ whilst in public, but also the mortal 

dangers inherent in messing around on trains or railway platforms. I know parents will happily support 

me in reinforcing this important message at home.  

Pre-A Level: Following on from the success of our online programme last year in which we offered 

‘tasters’ of several A Level subjects to the R12 students after the GCSEs, I am really pleased to 

announce that we will this year run a similar experience, but this time in school. The programme will 

be voluntary, will provide a unique insight into the requirements for Sixth Form Study and will run for 

three weeks in June. More information will be sent home with the R12 pupils soon.

Rockport Romances: Spring has sprung, the sap is rising, and romance is in the air. As if we needed 

any more evidence for that, I was pleased to receive the following two love stories from four Old 

Rockportians who have got a little more than a rounded education to show for their time at the 

school...

“...lots of friends have encouraged us to share with the school what is quite possibly a Rockport 

romance story! Tom and I got married in the summer but first met in R6 when we overlapped for 4 

years at Rockport together. This was around 1994/5 I think. We both left in R9 and even to this day 

wind each other up about who was the better head girl/boy or head of games! We even played 

against each other for the Groves Raines trophy but that was easily Tom’s victory. 



There was a bit of teasing from pupils and teachers at the time and maybe I was more keen but we 

think we may have ‘held hands’ aged 10 or 11! I recall Mr McKeown being particularly good at winding 

us up about it! Anyway, we stayed in contact and saw each other at parties thanks to the large bunch 

of shared friends from Rockport but it was only 25 years later that we actually got together, married 

and now expecting our first baby!”

Helen (nee Cooke) and Tom Brann

“...we hope this email finds you well and we wish we could call down to visit! Please find attached a 

photo from our wedding on the 21/12/20. Rockport was such a great experience for us both, and we 

would not be where we are today had it not been for the dedicated teaching and care provided. 

Rowan and I are so delighted that Rockport brought us together all those years ago and it was 

through the solid friendship formed while at school that helped us become husband and wife.”

Emma (nee Donaldson) and Rowan Gibney

Great stuff.

George Vance

Headmaster



General News

Revision Week R8-R11

Monday heralds the start of revision week. Students have been provided with details of what they 

need to revise through Google Classroom and lists furnished by their class teachers. Homework 

this week will focus on revision for the upcoming tests which will take place in the week 

commencing Monday 24th May.  As previously indicated, this year the assessments will take place 

during scheduled class time and in classrooms, rather than in the examination hall (due to Covid). 

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer

Deputy Head

Congratulations to Oli Whiting (Year 13) 

who has been selected to film content on 

health and wellbeing for the Education 

Authority.

The film will be distributed to all schools in 

Northern Ireland later this year and 

focuses on wellbeing. The work is also 

being used for Welsh and Scottish 

governments as part of a Nationwide 

campaign to improve teenage health. 

Well done Oli! 

Pupil Success



Boarding fun last weekend at Let’s Go Hydro… apparently Belfast’s #1 Aqua Park / Water paradise of 

giant floating inflatables! We wonder who had more fun, children or staff?!



Sports

What a fantastic week of sporting achievements by 

present and past Rockport pupils! 

‘Old Rockportians’, Joshua Eastwood and Harry 

Diamond have been making headlines: 

Joshua Eastwood is running a marathon EVERY day in 

May raising money for local charities who have suffered 

during the pandemic. Joshua and his twin visited 

Rockport recently and enjoyed reminiscing whilst 

waiting for the next generation of his family in Early 

Years!!! It would be great if the Rockport ‘Family’ could 

get behind Joshua as he continues his ‘Marathon’ May! 

Check it out here!

Harry Diamond, also an Old Rockportian and 

caddy for Rory McIlroy, has been praised for the 

decision he made on the final hole at the Wells 

Fargo Championship. 

This ultimately secured Rory his first PGA Tour 

victory since November 2019!

Our current golfers are also hitting the media 

with Molly & Harry O’Hara starring on the UTV 

sports news on Wed evening at the launch of 

the inaugural PGA EuroPro Golf Tour at 

Clandeboye Golf Club. They tried to show our 

politicians how to play, with limited success 

from what I could see on the TV coverage! 

Dare I say it; they also outshone them in the 

interviewing department!

https://www.gofundme.com/f/amarathoneverydayinmay?member=9710722&sharetype=teams&utm_campaign=p_na+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer


Fin Eager and Harry O’Hara participated extremely well in the US Kids Golf competition at Fintona

GC last weekend. Harry was second in the 12/13yrs group and Fin was the outright winner in the 

U14 event. Well done, boys! Fantastic!  

Ruby Tolland has been keeping the side up for the girls too!! Ruby had 

her first middle distance running training last week and the North Down 

coaches were super surprised and impressed by her stamina and speed 

– Death Hill at Rockport obviously does the trick! Brilliant Ruby!!

William Telford - Holywood Cricket Club, would like to let everyone know that 

Mini Bouncers & Cricketeers have started on Saturday mornings: 

Mini Bouncers 9.30-10.00 & Cricketeers for aged 5-11 @ 10.30 – 11.30 

Holywood coaches have already started to identify Rockport talent during their 

sessions at school and, as a result, some of our pupils have already joined their 

local cricket club. 

All great news!

I would like to remind all pupils and parents that only regulation sports gear should be 

worn to school unless there is specialist gear appropriate to the sport and permission has been 

given by the P.E. Department. 

As changing arrangements have been kept to a minimum, pupils have been allowed to come 

into school in their sports kit. This will no longer be the case from the 24th May.

Thank you 

G Holland


