
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

7 February 2020 

Date Time Event 

Friday 14th February  3pm School finishes for Half Term  

Monday  17th  February All week Half Term 

Monday  24th February 8:45 am  All pupils return 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Open Morning Success: Thanks for your efforts in getting the children here last Saturday 

morning when we held what was reportedly our most successful Open Day in living memory. 

Altogether we hosted upwards of 75 visitors to the school and had to quickly put out extra seats 

for the presentation and make up extra packs. In addition, we continue to receive many other 

enquiries both from home and abroad. Although we often say it, at the moment it seems as if 

every day truly is an Open Day.  

The Great GCSE Bake: Star Baker aprons to all of the members of the R12 Home Economics 

class who each created such a fantastic 4 course meal for their GCSE practical yesterday 

(Thursday). Not one of the dishes on display would have been out of place in a good restaurant; 

further made evident by the fact that when I turned up in my capacity of official 

taster/adjudicator, I had to muscle past 15 other members of staff, forks in hand. Well done to all 

concerned and to Miss McConaghy for mentoring them so well. 

SPot Holes: A number of parents have raised with me the issue of the deteriorating surface of 

Rockport Road and, despite the school spending upwards of £25k in recent years carrying out 

running repairs it is clear that it is once again in need of some TLC at various places, including 

right at the junction with Seahill Road. As the major user, we do hope to carry out some more 

work in the Spring but are also seeking donations from our neighbours. To that end, I have 

written to the residents of Rockport Road letting them know how to make a contribution, no 

matter how small, should they wish to do so. If you are in a position to help as well or perhaps 

have good contacts in the tarmac business please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 



General News 

 

School Formal 

 

R12 and 6th Form pupils are organising a school formal for Friday 6th March, in the Clayton Hotel 

Belfast. The venue has been booked and students attending are reminded that their payments 

(£45 total) are required by Monday 10th February. If students are bringing a guest, payment must 

also be made in full for their guest by the same date.  All payments to go to Mrs Hamill in the 

Bursar’s Office please. 

More details to follow! 

 

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

 

 

 

 

Babysitting service 

 

Grace Ross, one of our new Rockport Gappers is available for Babysitting. Please contact Grace 

directly on 07861102921. 

 



Francofest 2020 

 

Well done to our four R10 pupils who participated in Francofest, a French young enterprise 

competition that took place on Tuesday at Queen’s University Belfast. Ronan, Inés, Pablo and 

Katie designed and set up a French café inspired by ‘Café de Flore’, one of the oldest cafés in 

Paris, where famous philosophers, writers and artists used to meet up during the 

enlightenment period. They created their own menus, board displays, café signs and learnt a 

role play in order to ‘sell’ patisseries and coffees to the many judges. After the competition 

they listened to an inspiring presentation about the usefulness of learning a language and 

were taken on a tour around the Queen’s campus. I was very impressed with their creativity, 

effort and team work for the event.  

Bravo les quatres! 

 

Katie Megarry 

 



Boarding  

 

Last night many of our Boarders completed the Heartstart emergency life support programme 

meaning Boarding is now the safest place to be in the event of an accident!  

 

The students were thoroughly engaged with the course with many now requesting to continue their 

First Aid training in the future. The students were a credit to themselves and to Rockport with the 

course practitioners stating how well-mannered and mature all the students were during the 

course. 

  

Well done to everyone who took part! 

 
 
       



PTA 

  

Happy New Year! 

 

It is very late saying it and I’ve been told bad form after a certain date BUT the PTA would like 

to say it anyway.  Happy New Year to you all and we hope that 2020 is a happy and healthy 

one. 

 

Last year we ended on a high like we always do with Santa visiting us and bringing lots of 

Christmas cheer and good wishes and I hope we enter 2020 with that continued good will. 

I certainly continued with the spirit of, well, at least distributing on returning to school.  When I 

told my youngest to make sure he brought home EVERYTHING from school at the end of term 

he didn’t disappoint.  It was just a shame that none of it was his!  First day back and I had to 

deliver clothing parcels to no less than 4 year groups…how is that even possible?  Had Mathew 

scoured the school grounds for random pieces of clothing that a child had maybe set down for a 

moment and thought to himself “yip, must lift that pair of short trousers that I don’t wear in 

R7”?? Eejit . 

 

Canvas Bags 

 

Before Christmas the junior school children drew colourful self-portraits which I had transferred 

onto a canvas shopping bag.  I ordered an extra 10 bags and have left them with Christine 

Hamill in the office if anyone wishes to purchase one.  Just £10 to have your little cherubs 

handiwork preserved and presented beautifully on a very useful bag forever . 

Thank you all for your continued support for all our efforts.  Together we raise much needed 

and appreciated funds for our school that benefit each and every child. 

  

 

 

 

Sport 

 

Congratulations to Jack McGimpsey on selection for the Ulster U17 squash team. On the back of 

his wonderful results in the Ulster Championships Jack has secured a place to represent Ulster in 

the forthcoming Inter Provincials on the 7th & 8th March in Galway. Well done, Jack! 

 

Netball 

The Minor & Junior teams have been in action over the past 2 weeks playing matches against 

Wellington College and Regent House. They recorded wins against Wellington and narrowly lost to 

Regent House. I am delighted with the girls’ performances considering the fact they are competing 

against schools with much larger numbers. I am particularly proud of how our girls conducted 

themselves as hosts giving the opposing teams match tea and socialising after the matches. Well 

done! 

It is the turn of the U11’s this coming week when they have to play Grange PS, St Malachy’s PS 

and St Comgall’s PS at Bangor Academy on Wed 12th. 

 

The Marines were here!!! 

Year 11 and above ‘volunteers’ took part in a Marines Training Day here at Rockport on 

Wednesday. Both girls and boys took part and all had a tough but great day. Our pupils were 

commended by the Marines on their commitment and efforts. Fantastic! We hope to have them 

back again in the future. 


