
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

24 April 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Here but Not Here: Our apologies for not always answering your telephone calls to the school at 

the moment. Although school continues to operate remotely (as well as for the children of NHS and 

key workers), the phones in the front office are not always manned as some staff are working from 

home. Sometimes I run when it rings but I’m not as quick as I used to be. There have also been 

some technical issues and the phone system has been working intermittently recently and is still 

patchy at best at the minute. That said the Bursar and office staff are always contactable by email 

so that is probably the most efficient means of communication at the moment. Please email all your 

questions and queries to schooloffice@rockportschool.com and we will ensure that your query is 

dealt with promptly or that your message is passed on immediately to the appropriate person. 

  

Returning Assembly 210420:  

  

Good morning and welcome back for the Summer Term. This is not our normal returning assembly 

but then again this is not a normal summer term, not by any stretch of the imagination. But 

between us, we are going to keep it as normal as possible in the circumstances and we are going to 

keep doing that until we are all back here in school. 

  

Our first priority will be to continue striving to provide first-class teaching and learning, albeit 

remotely. At the end of the Spring Term this worked really well. All of you from R5 to Upper Sixth 

followed your normal daily timetable including attending registration and getting ‘marked in’ every 

morning by your form teacher. Our Early Years children can’t spend long periods online but they too 

have been seeing their teachers each day and continuing with their important school work. Teachers 

have often reported 100% attendance at lessons, including by our overseas students. For some this 

entails beginning lessons very early in the morning and for others it means carrying on late into the 

evening. 

  

It has been often been hard work for your parents having you at home as well. Some parents have 

reported to me that they appreciate the sense of normality that the online school routine brings and 

some tell me that they are grateful that their teenagers are getting up in the mornings to ‘go to 

school’. Teachers have also had to work harder in order to prepare for and deliver online lessons 

and tell me that helping you when you are struggling with understanding something when they are 

not able to get alongside you has sometimes been difficult. 
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And, although the creative use of educational technology has made all this possible, I don’t need to 

tell you that it doesn’t always work perfectly.  

  

Finally, at the end of last term I asked you remember two of our IDEALS, Leadership and Service. 

I do hope that you remembered that message during the holidays and that you were able to 

demonstrate leadership qualities and volunteer your service at home and elsewhere. And I hope 

also that you continue to show leadership and to offer your service to others for as long as it is 

needed; and I look forward to the day when this emergency is over and I can do a proper returning 

assembly and welcome you back here in person.      

  

George Vance 

Headmaster 

  

 



General News  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Summer Term Online Learning 

 

I am delighted to report that all students have reengaged with their online learning this week and I 

am equally proud of their endeavours to consistently produce work which is of high calibre and 

meaningful. I am aware that there have been some technical issues with some broadband providers 

this week, which have led to a few students being unable to access Meet sessions with teachers. In 

this case, work is always posted on Google Classroom, so you will be able to catch up on any 

missed work in your own time, once your broadband is fully operational.  

 

Every day I receive an update regarding attendance in online classes. Students who miss sessions 

are flagged up and followed up, so that, if they are experiencing technical issues, we can help 

resolve them. If a student is experiencing connectivity issues or knows that they are going to miss a 

Meet session with a teacher, please ask them to email the member of staff concerned and copy in 

their form teacher, so that we are not contacting parents unnecessarily. Equally, if a student is 

unwell, please let the form teacher know in the morning and he/she can share this information with 

your son/daughter's teachers.  

 

Finally, I was reflecting on the potential impact of a situation like this on our students yesterday 

and, where I previously had concerns about gaps in knowledge and performance being hampered 

and hindered, yesterday, as I marked some tests set for my GCSE class, I was reassured that 

learning is continuing at the same pace if not even slightly faster, achievements are at the same 

standard, if not even slightly higher and, although the situation is not ideal in terms of social and 

emotional well-being for our young people, they are making the best of their situation and 

producing work which is of an exceptional standard. I was reminded of the fact that the French 

words, "bien fait" have two meanings - "well done" and "benefit" and I can certainly see the benefits 

for those who are consistently working hard at home! Bien fait to you all! 

 

Stay safe! 

Mrs Rhonda D Palmer 



Duke of Ed Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award  

 

The Education Authority announced this week that no expeditions will go ahead this academic year. 

Rest assured, I will make sure that there are opportunities next year to complete the bronze 

expeditions. 

 

In the meantime all participants should be trying to complete their skill, physical and volunteering if 

possible. 

 

Completed Activities 

If you have already completed your activity for the time frame required (3 months or 6 months), 

you can get the assessor to complete the assessor's report online. To do this you need to complete 

all the required fields on eDofE and then provide the assessor with the following information: 

 

The participant's ID Number - these can be found on your eDofE profile or on the Google 

Classroom page 

The DofE level - Bronze 

The section that is being assessed - Volunteering, Physical or Skill 

 

They can then submit their assessor's report using the following link: 

https://edofe.org/assessor 

 

Activities in progress 

If you are in the middle of your activity there may be a way of continuing it at home, or you can 

change to a different activity for the rest of the duration that you have chosen (3 months or 6 

months). 

If you have not started your activity there are plenty of options that you can do during lockdown. I 

have put a few ideas here: 

 

Physical  

Go running for 30 minutes twice a week 

Do an online exercise class which lasts 60 minutes once a week 
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Go cycling for 30 minutes twice a week 

Keep a log of each time you exercise and note down your progress which you can then show to Mr 

Clark or Mr McIlveen to assess. 

 

Skill  

Cookery course that you can complete at home are listed here -  

https://www.dofe.org/opportunity-finder/opportunity-for-dofe-participant 

 

Take up knitting and take a photograph of your progress each week you can then show to Mr 

Hamilton for assessment 

If you play an instrument, practice every week and keep a log on each time you do it and your 

progress, this can be assessed by Miss Carr 

 

Volunteering  

This is slightly trickier to do during lockdown but I have attached a sheet which lists some ideas on 

Google Classroom. During lockdown only, students are also able to volunteer for family members 

(e.g. tutoring or mentoring younger siblings) in the home. 

 

If you have any questions about anything related to Duke of Edinburgh please do not hesitate to 

contact me on so'hara@rockportschool.com. 

 

Miss O'Hara (Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator) 

PE Department 

 

 
  

This week the pupils have had fun doing skipping and tiktok challenges just to get them back 

exercising after the Easter break. This will hopefully be posted on social media this weekend. 

However from next week we will be running a rolling programme of athletics, cricket and tennis 

with the view of organising a 'virtual' Sports Day later in the term! 

 

I have been so impressed by the enthusiasm and energy from not only our pupils but also our 

parents!!  

 

Well done everyone!! 

G Holland  
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HE Practicals 

 

There are some lucky Rockport parents who are being treated to some delicious bakes courtesy of 

HE Practicals still happening globally, under the watchful eye of Miss McConaghy. 

 

These treats are chocolate chip cookies and banana fudge muffins whipped up by  

Abbie Thompson, Hollie Harlen, Peter Andserson and Erin Dawson. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Photography 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Here are some of the wonderful creations our R11 Photography class have been creating at 

home – great work! These are based on the ‘out of this world’ Justin Peters, the colourful work 

of Guy Catling and fantasy world of Anja Steigler! 

  

This work has been created by our very own Matthew Alexander, Matthew Bowman, Mufeng Jin 

and Grace Lau! 

  

Stephen Smith 

Head of Boarding 



Early Years at Rockport  

 

That’s Week One of the Summer done and I think we’re all glad it’s Friday! 

  

It’s always hard getting back in to the swing of things after a holiday – but this situation we 

find ourselves in makes it all the harder! That being said, I have received some great feedback 

from parents and teachers this week and we continue to be incredibly proud of our little people 

for how they have adapted to ‘school at home’. 

  

In Playgroup, the boys and girls have  been ‘Going on a Bear Hunt’ and creating hugs from 

home. Reception are being entertained by Mrs Allen’s amazing online stories and are excited to 

get started on Number Zoo. R1 have been planning parties and writing invitations and even had 

a go at some coding this week. R2 have had their chef’s hats on – learning about fractions 

through pizza making. In R3, the children have been learning about Volume and Capacity and 

Verbs and the R4s have been working on full stops, question marks and exclamation marks and 

rounding to the nearest 10! As I write this R3 and R4 are busy doing their Friday Test – there’s 

no getting away from that! 

  

The children in Early Years have been tasked with creating some material for a time capsule 

which we hope to store in the McBride Room for future generations to enjoy. I have posted a 

template for this on Google Classroom. We would really appreciate your support in helping your 

children to complete this. Someday, we think our work will be studied in history classes! I also 

spoke with the children this morning about creating our own news channel and we are really 

excited to get started on that. Again,  we would really appreciate your help! 

  

Thank you for your continued support. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any 

worries, concerns or questions. 

  

Have a great weekend. 

Lynn Athanasiou 

Head of Early Years 


