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Headmaster’s Headlines

I Think We’re Turning Japanese: I do have the best job in the world. While Mrs Palmer had the 

dubious honour of deputising for me at an Examination Board Quality Assurance 50-slide online 

PowerPoint Presentation (and that’s me making it sound better than it was), I was busy snacking on 

sushi and tasting teriyaki in the sunshine with the A Level Maths class. Sincere thanks to the class for 

inviting me and to Mrs Moody (and her husband) for all the work and expense they have clearly gone 

to make this happen. I’m now getting online to order one of those gucci Japanese Barbeque sets for 

myself. Ganbatte kurete arigatō!

No Parents: It was, it turns out, a forlorn hope that we would be able to welcome parents back to 

attend those great signature events of the summer term. Sadly, it was never to be all along: Sports 

Day, Speech Day, Summer Concert, Break-Up Supper, as well as a plethora of other events have had 

to be either shelved or will be run in bubbles, as parent-free activities. If there is one thing that we 

have really missed during this blasted pandemic it is the opportunity to bring the whole school 

community together in one place.  If nothing else, maybe the last year-and-a-bit has served to remind 

us just how important is, the Rockport family. It is scant compensation I know, but for what it’s worth 

we who are here will take and post lots of photographs and clips of all of the upcoming events, 

including any presentations of prizes. And let us all cross our fingers (and everything else) for a great 

reset in September and maybe a glass of something together at Jazz on The Lawn... I’m buying!

George Vance

Headmaster



We would like to say a massive thank you to Mrs Moody, who organised a leavers’ Barbeque for our 

maths class. Two years of A-level maths was definitely challenging but we all put the effort in and 

enjoyed it so much.  We got treated to some Japanese cuisine which was amazing as our class has 

students from all over the world, including China and Iran just to name a few!

Mr Vance also made an appearance, and it was great to catch up and keep him in the loop of what us 

sixth formers are up to! We’re definitely going to miss this place!

Anna Thomson

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award

I am pleased to announce that the Education Authority have given us the go ahead to complete 

expeditions in June. This will look a little different than normal, for example there will be no 

overnight stay, but we will try to give the students as close to the full experience as we can.

The practice day walk will be on Monday 7th June in the Mournes, and the qualifying expedition 

will take place on the coastal path on Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th June. A letter will be going 

out today to parents with all the details.

Thanks for your support with the Duke of Edinburgh award and please do not hesitate to email 

me if you have any questions at sohara@rockportschool.com.

Miss Sophie O'Hara (Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator)

mailto:sohara@rockportschool.com


Sweet Treats Success

Well done to the Business class for organising our very popular ice-cream stall over lunchtime on 

both Thursday and Friday.  We were overwhelmed with the support from all pupils and we couldn't 

have asked for better weather on Thursday.  More details to follow about the money raised for Drop 

Inn community project, Belfast.

Mrs H McBride 

Head of Sixth Form



Sports Day will be going ahead this Thursday and there will be a prizegiving to award our young 

people who have contributed in many ways, and in many sports, this year. Unfortunately, there will 

be no spectators, (except other pupils), but we will try to record as much of the day as possible so 

that we can share it on our social media platforms and Newsletter. Even though the day consists of 

athletics, awards are given for other sports as well. Obviously, prizes will be more limited this time 

around as certain sports have not been permitted. 

The Sports Department relish a return of the renowned Sports Day in 2022, when we can all enjoy 

our Pimms & strawberry tarts and celebrate our sporting achievements in the beautiful surroundings 

of Rockport.



Years 5 -14 

• All pupils MUST come into school in full school uniform. Blazers essential.

• Bring ‘whites’ – white polo shirt (no T-shirts); white shorts/skorts; white ankle socks; trainers.

• Water bottle & snack

Timetable

11.00 – 12.00                  Early Years                Front Lawn

11.00 – 12.00                  Upper Juniors            Track

13.45 – 16.00                  Senior School             Track

Early Years

Declamations took place today. It looked a little different this year but it was still wonderful! Playgroup 

entertained us with nursery rhymes, Reception performed their own version of The Three Little Pigs 

and all of the children in R1-R4 recited a poem!

It’s never an easy thing to stand up in front of an audience and we never underestimate the 

importance of such events for our children. Not only does Declamations encourage our children to 

speak well, with vocal clarity and diction, it instils confidence from an early age. It was amazing to 

watch the progression from Playgroup through to R4.

Well done boys and girls. Parents, keep an eye on your Google Classroom. We will upload recordings 

for you later this afternoon.

Sports Day – Thursday 3rd June 

Uniform Reminder:

Playgroup/Reception White shorts, white polo shirts,

white ankle socks, white trainers and green Rockport sweatshirt.

R1-R4 – Whites, as above, with school blazers.

School will run as normal for Early Years after Sports Day.

Summer Scheme

Thank you to those who responded to our message about Early Years Summer Scheme. We have 

enough interest to go ahead! Booking forms will be available next week. 

Lynn Athanasiou

Head of Early Years


