
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

1 May 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Keeping in Touch: Just a reminder that the phones in the front office are not being manned all 

of the time just at the moment. The school email schooloffice@rockportschool.com is closely and 

constantly monitored, however, and your query will be dealt with very promptly. 

  

Staff Stepping-Up: Thanks to those GCSE and A Level teachers who are volunteering to go the 

extra mile with our R12 students in order to deliver an A Level Transition Course for the rest of 

this term. As GCSE exams have been cancelled for our 16 year olds, who would ordinarily be 

embarking on study leave, they instead face being off school and disengaged from academic study 

for more than 4 months, causing them to become nocturnal teenagers who stay in bed until 3pm 

and watch Netflix until 5 in the morning. Other consequences are that their brains would turn to 

mush and they would forget how to hold a pen. 

Instead, a course has been designed by teachers to engage our students in a positive learning 

experience which will both provide them with a taste of their potential A Level choices as well as 

offering a series of relevant Life Skills topics. This will not only keep the pupils occupied and their 

brains engaged but will prepare them for what is already a quantum leap from GCSE to A level 

study in September. They will also have the opportunity to steal a march on many of their peers 

by covering some A Level work in advance.  

I have written to the R12 parents yesterday explaining how this will work and attaching a subject 

choice sheet for the students to complete.  

I know that parents will be grateful for this opportunity to maintain some structure and routine 

going forward and to keep their teenagers engaged in academic study. That said, Mrs Palmer and 

I spoke to the R12 students yesterday morning and the idea was warmly received by them as well. 

It is a credit to our young people that they themselves recognise that vegetating at home with no 

sense of direction would be a disaster - and indeed have been hoping and asking for something 

like this to be provided.  

 

This is just one example of the positive, professional response school to the global emergency by 

all of our staff at the school and it has been gratifying to receive all your messages of support and 

praise for them in recent weeks. We forget sometimes that they are also key workers and I too 

am grateful for all of their efforts at this time.  

 

G Vance 

Headmaster 
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General News  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs  R Palmer 

AQE Registration 

Please note that those R6 Parents who wish to register their child for the 2020 AQE examinations 

that the registration process opening date has been delayed to Thursday 14th May. It will be a 

completely online application including an upload of an electronic photograph. More information can 

be found at AQE.org.uk. 

 

May Bank Holiday – a reminder that the Bank Holiday is next Friday 8th May, with no 

classes running. 

 

Exiting new GCSE to A Level Transition Programme 

 

As our Year 12 GCSE courses draw to a close today (1st May), we have decided that we should benefit 

from the unique opportunity which our current situation provides to our Year 12 students.  

 

To that end, we have put together a six-week pre-A Level course, starting on Monday 11th May, which 

gives our young people the opportunity to sample their chosen AS options and steal a headstart on 

their counterparts elsewhere! Teachers are planning to launch AS levels and the core skills required for 

this next level of their study across 14 AS subjects.  

 

This programme will be further enhanced by an all-new LifeSkills programme, which will give students 

the chance to engage in highly useful and desirable skills and attributes which are vital to future 

progression, regardless of where life takes them. The LifeSkills progamme consists of four possible 

modules: 

 

1. Wider Skills in English (focuses on skills like CV writing, applications for jobs, presentation skills etc.) 

2. Financial Life Skills (with an emphasis on managing your money, budgeting and saving) 

3. Basic Home Cooking (good preparation for independent living!) 

4. Fitness and Well-being (essential to overall health and development) 

 

R12 students and their parents have been emailed an options sheet explaining the course content. 

Please complete the options form and return so that we can finalise numbers for classes. A big thank 

you also to the staff who, in true Rockport-fashion, have "gone the extra mile" to make this happen 

for our students.  



HE Practicals 

 

R10 have been practicing various dishes for their Summer exam, lots of lovely authentic dishes 

from Spain from Ines, Pablo and Elia.  

 

Delicious Ferrero Rocher cupcakes from Hollie Webb and a special mention to Myles who put 

together southern fried breaded chicken with hassleback potatoes and  a sweet chilli sauce and 

stuffed peppers with cous cous. Afters were shortbread with strawberry sauce and custard! 

 

Amazing!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



English  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

R8s take a virtual tour of Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre! 

  

The possibilities are endless in our new remote learning world! Last week, it was fitting that the Year 

8s took a virtual tour of Shakespeare’s original stomping ground – The Globe Theatre in an act of 

celebration of Shakespeare’s birthday (23rd April). 

Pupils were able to get inside access into the infamous theatre at the click of a button! We enjoyed a 

360 tour and learnt all sorts of facts about Shakespeare’s Globe. 

Pupils can download the “Shakespeare’s Globe 360 app” on their phones or iPads to gain further 

access into the treasure trove of this spectacular theatre. Parents, if you’re running out of ideas for 

activities and wishing you could jet off somewhere exciting for a day trip this weekend– look no 

further! London’s Globe Theatre is on your doorstep and your children could be the ones taking you 

on a guided tour! 

Website: shakespearesglobe.com 

 



Art 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Rockport pupils have continued to create some terrific art work, and from various corners of the 

globe! R10 have been exploring the graphic 'Manga' style used in Japanese comic books - Ines, 

Pablo and Natanis are featured here, with some very skillful pieces. R6 were asked to take digital 

photos based on the theme of 'reflections' and Ruby composed this wonderful effort, depicting a 

visit from her Grandparents behind the safety of glass - a poignant  image capturing the 

strangeness of the times we are in. Well done to all! 

 

D Hamilton 



Just a bit of fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

We thought we’d add a little bit of extra fun to the newsletter this week and see if you can play 

along in our guessing game. 

 

Can you name the familiar faces? 

Send your guesses to marketing@rockportschool.com and there may be a small prize for anyone 

guesses them all correctly! 

 

Who am I?  
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Photography 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

While working from home we may all be missing school a little bit (or a lot!) for many reasons – 

here is more fantastic work from Ciara West (R12) based on the challenge to advertise Rockport 

under the art theme of Distortion. In this work she has been creating work in the style of Justin 

Peters. Ciara has also been working on geometric lettering and producing her very own fonts from 

scratch – wow! 

 

S Smith  



Sixth Form  

 

Period of Change 

Our sixth form pupils have been going through a period of change with the recent news from CCEA 

regarding grading for AS and A2 examinations.  I am so pleased with their maturity in these 

uncertain times.  I feel our pupils have stepped up their determination to do well by agreeing to 

continue with their studies until the end of June.  In fact, one pupil explained that she is pleased 

about this decision as it provides routine and structure to each day.  Pupils are now focusing on their 

A2 courses and making a head start within these will put them in a much better position next year. 

  

UCAS Personal Statement 

I would encourage all Year 13 pupils to send through their first draft of their personal statements, it 

is important that you continue to research the courses and universities you plan to apply to.  This is 

especially important for our Dentistry and Medical students as the deadline for submission of UCAS 

forms is much earlier (October 2020).  UCAT testing will be postponed until July and the BMAT test 

will continue to take place, please register by letting Mrs Palmer know which test and series you 

require.  Preparations for these tests should continue as usual, students are encouraged to carry out 

the practice tests online. 

Registration for Year 13 UCAS applications opens on 5th May 2020. 

  

Sixth form pupils should continue to check their emails, from UCAS or regarding virtual webinars / 

open days and even work experience Q & A sessions. 

  

Fitness 

Thanks again to Henry for his continued efforts with our sixth form group and helping to motivate us 

each week with our fitness classes.  Fitness is helping improve both our physical and mental well-

being and has been very enjoyable for the group. 

  

Many Thanks 

 

Heather McBride 

Head of Sixth Form 



 

 

Early Years at Rockport  

 

Rockport Reports: Life in Lockdown 

Today we aired our first episode of Rockport Reports: Life in Lockdown. We hope you enjoyed it! A big 

thank you to all the children who contributed this week. Thanks also to big brothers and sisters and 

parents for getting involved in the fun.  

  

Over the next couple of weeks, we would love for all the children to get involved in creating some 

content. Be sure to get in touch if you’d like to be involved. 

 

Lynn Athanasiou 

Head of Early Years 

Sports at Rockport              

 

This week pupils have been taking part in their ‘virtual’ athletics. Each pupil has been treated to video 

demonstrations and coaching from PE staff in techniques for sprinting, throwing and jumping. We 

hope to organise a ‘Virtual Sports Day Prize Giving’ later in the term and prizes will be awarded not 

only for the top performers but also for those pupils who have improved and really tried their best. 

All to work for!!!!! 

  

Next week is for tennis with my video coaching and challenges posted on Monday! It is essential that 

all pupils have a tennis racquet and a tennis ball – they would have needed this should they have 

been at school so I am sure that everyone already has this equipment. 

I am sure everyone has seen our skipping and Tik Tok videos online and I want to say a big thank 

you to Miss Rice for collating and producing these – the pupils certainly enjoy doing and watching 

these – great fun!! 

Years 11 & 12 GCSE PE students will be putting together videos showcasing their sports later in the 

term. 

 

Alongside the athletics, tennis and cricket in weeks to come I would encourage all pupils to maintain 

their fitness levels by continuing to skip and doing the infamous Joe Wickes workouts! 

Keeeep exercising!!!!! 

G Holland  

Head of PE 


