
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

29 May 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Final Reminder: the Bursar reminds me this morning that there is one week left for those parents who 

wish to pay their fees in advance for next year, taking advantage of the hefty 5% discount on offer. For 

more, call the Bursar or email schooloffice@rockportschool.com 

  

Declamations: just before I wrote this, the children in Early Years were performing their declamations, 

as we do at this time every year. This year, though, they recited their poems not in the Jackson Hall but 

remotely instead, on Google Meet. And that didn’t make it any easier on the children, all of whom who 

performed admirably. This tradition of public speaking in the school goes back more than 100 years to 

our very foundation and, like the best of traditions; it survives because it brings with it some real, 

tangible intrinsic value. So even though we were not in the same room, as I watched and listened to the 

children this morning I could see concentration, effort, engagement, and the highly valuable skill of using 

humour to get your message across. But above all, I could see them grow in confidence, not just as they 

progress from year to year but right there, on the screen, in real time, in front of my eyes. Great stuff.   

  

The Long Road Back: With just a few weeks to go until the end of term this is the time of the year 

when some unfortunate innocent says to a teacher ‘you must be winding down’, thereby lighting the blue 

touch paper and needing to stand well back. The end of every summer term is more often likened to 

falling off a cliff-edge than serenely pulling into a calm harbour. This year is no different as we attempt 

once again to cram ‘a quart into a pint pot’, with virtual speech day, sports day and a hundred other 

things happening alongside a short-but-full schedule of online lessons. Add to that the fact that the year 

12s and the Sixth Form are still in class as well as the complication of doing it all remotely and you will 

get the idea that June might be a tad busy. Of course, we like it this way (indeed we do it to ourselves) 

because it’s worth it to see and hear those children sing ‘Auld Lang Syne’ on the lawn on the last day, 

when the leavers (and parents and teachers) cry.  

And so we tackle it with relish once again, but maybe not with just as much relish as those tasks we have 

already begun to take on as we make preparations to reopen the school to all our children in September. 

The world might well be a very different place in twelve weeks’ time (just think back to twelve weeks 

ago), but in any case rest assured that we will continue to work tirelessly throughout the summer to put 

in place any preparations and protocols required of us in order to safely provide for your child’s 

continuing education.     

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 
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General News 

 

Remote Testing  

  

Well done to pupils and staff alike for ensuring that assessment and tracking has continued, 

despite the circumstances in which we find ourselves. I was delighted to see the participation 

levels in End of Year Assessments this week, with pupils fully engaged and doing their best to give 

a good account of themselves. Outcomes from these assessments will be communicated to pupils 

in the upcoming weeks, but will also be communicated to parents in an End of Year Report, which 

will be issued at the very end of term.  

  

Remote Learning 

  

Teachers will continue to deliver remote lessons until the end of term. However, if you feel that 

your son/daughter is unable to cope with the demands of a heavy timetable (especially 

challenging for those children in primary classes), please do ensure that you get in touch with us 

to let us know and we can work together to find a workable solution. In the first instance, please 

communicate with your child's form teacher via email.  

  

Remote Rewards 

  

After much discussion and concerns about HOW it could happen, we have decided to go ahead 

with Speech Day this year, not as we have known it, but in it's new guise as a remote event, 

which will celebrate the achievements of our young people over the course of this academic year. 

Academic awards will be presented and trophies for outstanding contribution will be awarded, 

based on consultation with all staff. This event is scheduled to take place on the final day of term, 

Friday, 26th June. Further details to follow! 

  

R Palmer 

Deputy Head 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HE Summer Assessments 

 

Well done to Year 9 on the preparation of their Summer Assessments. They all looked amazing, 

we’re only sorry we didn’t get to sample them!    



General News 

 

500 words success! 

  

This year both R9 classes worked incredibly hard 

in creating entries for the BBC's 500 words 

competition. We had stories about evil cookies, 

aliens, a frog with a fit-bit and a girl named 

Samantha Spell who couldn't spell very well! 

  

 

 

 

Each of the pupils who submitted entries should be incredibly proud of how hard they worked and I 

think it is safe to say that we have some incredibly creative minds in Rockport - David Walliams 

better watch out! 

  

One of our students Hollie Harlen (R9C) wrote an incredible piece about a polar bear named Patricia 

whose mission is to raise awareness about global warming. Her story was picked up by the BBC's 

500 words judges and they loved it so much that it was selected to go through to the next stage of 

judging. Hollie was one of the 5,000 successful young writers out of a whopping 350,000 entries 

across the UK to have been selected to go through to this stage. What an incredible achievement - 

Congratulations Hollie! 

 

Hollie's story is attached below for anyone who wishes to read it - Patricia the Polar Bear might just 

make you think twice about your own actions! 

  

C Rice 

Teacher of English and Travel and Tourism 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Patricia the Polar Bear by Hollie Harlen  

  

The piercing North Pole. Baltic to most, home to a few others, among them; Patricia (Patricia the 

Polar Bear to be precise). The North Pole has always been Patricia's Shangri-la, but these past few 

years her home has been melting. She WOULD make a change. Nobody was going to stop her. 

  



  

Patricia stoutly sat on the soft snow surrounding her igloo as she thought, 'What can I do?' Patricia 

thought into herself. 'My home is being stolen from me!' she exclaimed aloud this time, anger 

bubbling like molten lava. Patricia began to pace (a habit of hers) up and down the snow. Patricia 

suddenly became accustomed to something which sounded like a tiny man talking in her ear. Patricia 

soon realised though that she wasn't clinically insane and the little man talking was just the radio 

which she kept in her igloo. 

 

Marching into her igloo, frustrated, Patricia turned up the volume of the radio and listened. 'Yes, yes 

I DO believe that climate change is completely and utterly a hoax...' *static* 'lies, lies..' *more static* 

'Thank you Donald! Ladies and Gentlemen, give it up for Donald Trump!'. Patricia's jaw dropped. How 

could anyone be so utterly petulant. Did he need to come to the North Pole and witness the 

destruction which has been caused? The lives which have been taken? That was it. Patricia snapped. 

She would take the next iceberg to America in the morning (if they hadn't all melted by then) and 

she would educate The President whether he liked it or not. 

  

And so, Patricia did. She set off for America at the crack of dawn the next morning. This polar bear 

was on a mission, and the early polar bear catches the President (if you know what I mean!). 

  

Finally, and after much deliberation, Patricia arrived at the whopping white house, slightly nervous. 

Patricia ever so calmly took a deep breath in and out, then fearlessly strutted to the grand door of 

the towering building, then pounded it three times. 

  

Have you ever seen anything so scary, so utterly terrifying, that all the colour drained from your 

face? Well, that's what happened to Donald. 'What on earth is this THING?!' Donald screeched. 

Patricia simply replied, 'Why a polar bear of course! I always knew you weren't the sharpest icicle in 

the cave but I never knew you were stupid!' 

  

The President wobbled but still stayed standing, bemused. 'I have come to inform you that your lack 

of knowledge on climate change must be resolved. My home is melting. Innocent creatures have 

been killed by effects of global warming. Now, I'm not saying you can fix this titanic problem by any 

means. But, you will do anything in your power to promote things like renewable energy and fossil 

fuels. If you don't, you won't live to tell the tale.' Patricia bared her deadly teeth. 'Thanks!' 

  

Trump nodded, confuddled. However, now that he knew that climate change was real, he was going 

to make a change. 



Early Years  

 

Declamations (…but not as we know it)! 

29th May 2020 

  

Declamations is an important date in our Rockport calendar and even a global pandemic couldn’t 

stop it from going ahead! 

 This morning Mr Vance and I had the absolute pleasure of joining R3 and R4 in their virtual 

classrooms for their declamations. It was wonderful! Thank you for allowing us to be a part of it. 

  

Children from Playgroup-R2 have also been learning poems and teachers have been delighted to 

receive recordings of these. Well done boys and girls.  

  

Keep an eye on our Facebook page: Early Years at Rockport. We are excited to share our 

declamations with you all over the coming days.  

  

We are really excited to welcome Mrs Elliott back (to our virtual classrooms) next week. We have 

missed you Mrs Elliott!  

  

We want to say a HUGE thank you to Mrs Hunt as she finishes with R3 today. Mrs Hunt – thank you 

for all the energy, enthusiasm, creativity and passion you have brought to Rockport and R3 this 

year.  

  

Lynn Athanasiou 

Head of Early Years 


