
NEWSLETTER 

The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

25 September 2020 



Headmaster’s Headlines 

  

Ganaway and Back: Our usual induction week the Share Centre in Fermanagh for our R8 

students has had to be curtailed because of current restrictions on residential trips. Not to be 

completely outdone, the R8 Form teachers instead organised a one day leadership and team 

bonding exercise at the Ganaway Outdoor Education Centre in Ballywhiskin. This ice-breaker is a 

great way for our new R8 students to bond with their peers as placing them together in 

challenging situations encourages teamwork by sheer necessity. They have already discovered not 

only that we are stronger together but also that individually; they possess hidden depths and 

reserves. There is more in them than they think. 

  

Junior Leaders: Well done to Cameron Moody and Ruby Tolland in R7 who have been 

respectively earned the positions of Head Boy and Head Girl of the Junior School. Much is 

expected of the pupils in these roles each year and these two have already demonstrated the 

concept of ‘leading to serve and help others’ by their actions. Great stuff.  

  

    

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



General News 

 

Return to School Strategies 

  

You will be aware that we have moved Upper Juniors and Key Stage 3 temperature-testing to 

form rooms each morning, with form teachers taking temperatures before children enter their 

form rooms.  

From Monday 28th September, Year 11 and Year 12 students will be tested at their form rooms 

also, thus meaning they do not need to go through the KS4 tent.  

  

Also, as we reintroduce blazers, from Monday 28th September, we expect all year groups from 

Year 8 to Year 14 to return to wearing blazers full time. Hooded and fleeced tops should be used 

for games kits only going forward. Please ensure that the antibacterial spray referenced in last 

week’s newsletter is used. 

  

Finally, as we hear about increased Covid-19 infection rates in Northern Ireland, we would like all 

parents to remind their children about the constant need for handwashing or sanitizing, wearing 

of face coverings and social distancing. We are working hard in school to maintain safety and we 

plan to reinforce the message with all students once again this incoming week.  

 

Thank you 

  

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

 



Adventures @ Ganaway Activity 

Centre 

 

In the first few weeks of term we would 

normally be waving our new group of Year 

8s off for their team-building weekend of 

fun!  Unfortunately it was just one day this 

year, but that didn’t seem to matter! 

 

 





Sixth Form  

 

Our Growing Sixth Form  

We are so pleased to welcome back so many of our Year 12 and also new pupils into both Year 13 

and Year 14 (pictured below, this morning in the sunshine!) and have more joining us each week. 

Hopefully our younger pupils will get to know them all as they see them carrying our various 

duties around school. 

  

UCAS 

Our Year 14 pupils have been working hard to complete the various sections of the UCAS forms. 

Pupils should continue to work towards all internal deadlines set. I would remind all students to 

consider their reference this week and also keep up to date with all correspondence from 

universities regarding online open days. 

  

Heather McBride 

Head of Sixth Form 

 

 



Early Years 

 

We’ve really been enjoying the lovely weather – it’s great to be back out on the front lawn!  


