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Mon 4th  8.45 Round Square Parent Volunteer Meeting, Mrs Toland’s Room 
 

Tue 5th 
 

8.45 
9.00-15.45 

Round Square Student Volunteer Meeting, Mrs Toland’s Room 
U11 Netball Tournament, Sullivan Upper (see note below) 
 

Wed 6th 
 

 
13.15-15.30 

 

NI Knex Challenge in Belfast  
Year 8 A netball team   v   VCB (A)  
 

Thu 7th 
 

All Day 
12.50-16.30 

 

World Book Day 
Some R10-12 to Macbeth, Grand Opera House 

Mar Time Event 

Headmaster’s Headlines 
  
Red Hot Chilli Pipers: Following her success pipe-drumming at the BBC Burns at the Lagan event 
in January, Harriet Lovatt (R11) has now been selected to play with this prestigious group in the 
SSE Arena tonight. Braw! 
 
The Parent Trap: Those parents who thought they were volunteering to come down for a couple 
of hours to help with some practical preparations for our upcoming Round Square Conference 
were well and truly mistaken and they must be regretting the day they ever answered the call. 
Our one day ‘work party’ is now in its third week and there are still some parents here today, 
shackled to power washers or handcuffed to paint brushes. As soon as they approach the end of 
one task, we simply come up with another, and our poor volunteers just roll on to the next task. 
When will it end? There’s an old saying about an Edinburgh bridge that comes to mind.  
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Après Ski: We look forward to hearing more next week, but reports reaching us from the 
French Alps tell of a successful ski trip where the children are not only having a great time but 
working so hard on the slopes that they are going to bed early. We look forward to them 
returning this weekend and by all accounts you will have no trouble getting them to sleep 
tomorrow night. Thanks to the staff involved for planning and executing what sounds like a 
very successful venture. 
  
Half Day St Patrick’s Day: another reminder that Monday 18 March will be a half day, with 
school closing and pickup at 1210. 
  
  
George Vance 
Headmaster 
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GENERAL 

All Singing and Dancing 
Congratulations to R9 pupil India McNellis who successfully auditioned and was selected to 
perform in The Brendan Cole Showman Tour (a Music and Dance Extravaganza) at the 
Waterfront Hall on Thursday 28th March. Brendan Cole is a former professional dancer on the 
hit BBC show Strictly Come Dancing and won the first series. We wish India the best of luck! 
 

Victoria Carson 
R9 Form Teacher 

  
Macbeth 
The English department is going on a theatre trip with R12, R11 and some 
R10 pupils who study Literature to see MACBETH at The Grand Opera 
House on March 7th. The performance is at 2.30. 

Alison Walker 
English Teacher 

Online safety   
Many of you will be aware that there has been another attempt this week to frighten children 
online, via social media and/or online gaming. In dealing with a risk of this nature we must be 
careful that, in highlighting it, we do not draw too much attention to it. If your child is unaware 
of it, we don’t want them to go searching for it!  Please take this opportunity once again to 
discuss online safety with your child and also review the measures which you have in place at 
home to ensure that your child is protected.  The following guidelines are very useful: 
 

1. Monitor you child’s online activity.  

2. Establish parental settings for your child’s phone and tablet. 

3. Adhere to age requirements on social media sites: for most sites including Facebook, Twitter 

and Snapchat, the age requirement is 13. For Whatsapp, the age requirement is 16. 

4. Talk to your child about online safety and talk them through the settings on their devices 

and apps so they are not giving away information unintentionally. 

5. Make children aware that, if they are asked for any personal information, like a mobile 

number, address, bank details online, this should always be considered  a potential threat. 

6. Make sure children are not in possession of their phone during the night. 

  
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

mailto:info@rockportschool.com
http://www.rockportschool.com/


ROCKPORT SCHOOL, Craigavad, Holywood, Co Down, BT18 0DD, UK  

Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8372  Fax: +44 (0)28 9042 2608  

Email: info@rockportschool.com Web: www.rockportschool.com  

Company Reg No: NI007054 Registered Charity No: XN48119 

GENERAL (cont.) 

Printmaking Workshop 
R12 GCSE Art pupils recently had the opportunity to take part in a printmaking 
workshop investigating the process of Salt Etching. This method  involves all 
manner of chemical trickery and manipulation (including the use of animal fat!) 
to take prints from a metal plate, and the pupils thoroughly enjoyed the chance 
to experiment with such an unusual technique.  More pics of the prints will 
follow in upcoming Galleries! 

David Hamilton 
Art Teacher 

History Lessons 
The Auld Bangor Historical and Cultural Society visited Rockport last Friday and sent us this article: 
 

Back to school for Bangor historians 
 
 MEMBERS of Auld Bangor Historical and Cultural Society enjoyed 
a guided tour of Rockport School at Seahill on Friday February 22 
at the invitation of headmaster George Vance. The visitors 
learned of the school's many famous former pupils including 
surgeon and Irish senator John Robb; Ulster Unionist MLA Sir John 
Gorman and musician Gary Lightbody. The school was founded in 
1906 and was attended by many of Northern Ireland's leading 
business families. Many boys fought in the Great War. Among the 
artefacts on display in the McBride Room was a menu from the 
school's Armistice Supper in November 1918. 
 
The club would like to extend its thanks to Rockport and George 
Vance for his time and generosity which included providing drinks 
and sandwiches in the staff room. 
 
Maurice Neill 
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ROUND SQUARE 

Round Square Conference Update 
  
Rockport Crew 
  
Thank you to the Rockport Crew who have not been skiing this week – they, along with a few 
friends, have sorted the merchandise and lanyards for our 200 visitors - a mammoth task! 
  
A meeting for all student leaders involved will be held in school on Tuesday 5th March.  Times for 
drop off and collection at venues will be provided at this meeting, along with a booklet detailing 
each day. An outline of information is below to assist parents with forward planning.  Please also 
check the booklet that comes home. 
  
Tuesday Evening – Europa Hotel 545pm-7.30pm 
Wednesday – Meet Europa Hotel at 0845, day finishes at 1900 at Rockport School 
Thursday – Meet Europa Hotel 0750, collection approx. 2130 Europa Hotel (this is a long and 
very busy day ! Prompt arrival in the morning is critical to plans on this day) 
Friday – Meet Europa Hotel 0845, collection Titanic Belfast at approx. 2000 or Europa Hotel at 
2030 
  
Parent Volunteer Meeting 
A briefing meeting will be held in Mrs Toland’s classroom on Monday 4th March at 0845 for those 
parents who have kindly volunteered their time to assist with the running of the Round Square 
Conference at Rockport. 
  
Parent tickets to Guest Speaker Mark Pollock, Europa Hotel - 5.15pm Thursday 14th March 
Parents who expressed an interest in attending have had seats reserved for this event on 
Thursday 14th March.  Tickets will be sent home with your child during next week. This event is 
now at capacity and no additional parent tickets are available. 
  
Pupils attending Guest Speaker Mark Pollock, Europa Hotel - 5.15pm Thursday 14th March 
Pupils in Year 8 and above who have returned their orange consent form for this event have had 
seats reserved.  They will travel by coach from school with staff, departing after break and 
biscuits at 4.20pm to be seated at The Europa Hotel for 5.15pm. The speaker will finish at 
approximately 6.30pm.  Pupils will be returned by coach with the exception of those who have 
provided written permission to travel onwards by train. A few parents have requested to collect 
at The Europa Hotel.  Please be available to collect at 6.30pm, otherwise your child will be 
returned to Rockport by coach. 
  
Dawn Toland 
Head of Boarding 
Round Square Rep 
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EARLY YEARS 

World Book Day  
A Bedtime Story 
Thursday 7th March 2019 
Playgroup – R2 
  
On Thursday, we will be celebrating World Book Day. Children from Playgroup to R2 are invited 
to come to school in their pyjamas. They should also bring their favourite book and a teddy.  
Don’t forget to wear sensible footwear and bring a coat! 
  
R3 and R4 should not wear their pyjamas but can bring a book and teddy. There will be no 
swimming for R3 and R4. 
  
School Nurse  
Thursday 7th March/Friday 8th March 2019 
R1 
  
The school nurse will be visiting R1 on Thursday and Friday. A reminder that forms should be 
returned to Mrs Elliot at your earliest convenience. Parents are welcome to attend at the time 
specified for their child.  
  
Lynn Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 

mailto:info@rockportschool.com
http://www.rockportschool.com/


ROCKPORT SCHOOL, Craigavad, Holywood, Co Down, BT18 0DD, UK  

Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8372  Fax: +44 (0)28 9042 2608  

Email: info@rockportschool.com Web: www.rockportschool.com  

Company Reg No: NI007054 Registered Charity No: XN48119 

UPPER JUNIORS 

Primary Knex Challenge 
The following pupils have been selected to take part in the NI Knex Challenge in Belfast on 
Wednesday 6th March: 
 
Teddy Geddis, Patrick Bremner, Grace Hanna and Connie Waterworth. 
 
Pupils will be travelling by car to Belfast Boys' Model School and will be back at school by 
3.30pm 
 
There is no cost to the pupil. They will require a packed lunch. Normal school uniform should be 
worn.  Any queries please contact creid@rockportschool.com 
  
  
 
 
Some advanced notice for the next NI STEM Challenge:  
  
Primary STEM Challenge 
The following pupils have been selected to take part in the NI STEM Challenge in Belfast on 
Wednesday 27th March: 
 
Alexander Kennedy, Matthew Thompson, Mimi Thompson, Lewis Reid, Stephen Bremner and 
Dechlan Carr-Robinson. 
 
Pupils will be travelling by car to St Dominic's Grammar School and will be back at school by 
3.30pm 
There is no cost to the pupil. They will require a packed lunch. Normal school uniform should be 
worn.  Any queries please contact creid@rockportschool.com 
  
Colin Reid 
Head of Faculty 
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SIXTH FORM 

Lessons from Auschwitz 
Lower Sixth students, Emily Pearson and Elia Boutros, were selected to attend the Holocaust Educational Trust (UK) 
educational trip to Auschwitz. Emily and Elia have already attended an orientation seminar and will be visiting Poland on 
Tuesday 5th March. There will be follow up seminars when they return. 
This is an excellent opportunity for both Emily and Elia to learn more about the Holocaust, and the lessons that must be 
learnt. Emily and Elia will be excellent ambassadors for Rockport. We look forward to hearing more about their 
experience when they return.  More about this event can be found: https://www.het.org.uk/ 
 
 
Business Breakfast 
Many thanks to everyone who attended and supported our Business Breakfast. A special thank-you goes to parent Mr 
Brannigan from BlueMAC Manufacturing for a fantastic and motivational presentation – food for thought for our Sixth 
Formers! This was an incredible opportunity for our students to interact with different employers as this well help to 
give students ideas for their own futures. 

UCAS Exhibition 
Lower Sixth students visited the UCAS event held at 
the Eikon Centre Lisburn. The sixth formers were 
able to speak to a wide range of universities both 
local and from Ireland, England, Wales and 
Scotland. There were advisors from UCAS on hand 
to help with any questions students had. Lower 
Sixth are currently researching university courses 
and this was the ideal opportunity for them to ask 
questions and even discover course or universities 
that they may never have considered. 
  
Sophie O’Hara and Victoria Carson  
Sixth Form Coordinator 
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SPORTS AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 
Tues 5th March    
U11 Netball Tournament @ Sullivan.   Leaving 09.00 returning 15.45. 
 A photographer will be present at this event so if you do not want your 
daughter photographed please let me know asap. 
 
Wed 6th March  
Year 8 A netball team   v   VCB (A)   Depart 13.15   Return 15.30 
 
  
Swimming Success 
R9 pupil Samuel Wright competed at the Dave McCullough International 
Gala last weekend. Samuel achieved the Irish National qualifying time 
for the 400m freestyle and made the final in the 200m Butterfly – well 
done! Samuel is looking forward to competing in the Irish Nationals 
during the summer holidays.  
 
Samuel will be representing Rockport this weekend in the Ulster 
Grammar Schools competition in Larne. Good luck, Samuel!  
 
 
Anyone for tennis?!! 
You may have noticed that our tennis nets are up! We are starting this 
sport earlier due to the number of teams entered into the Ulster Schools 
League. Racquets need to be brought in next week for those pupils 
wanting to trial for teams. Please note: racquets must be kept securely 
in form rooms. 
 
We are very fortunate to have Andrew Strain back again this year for 
tennis coaching. This begins on Monday with those pupils who have 
returned their permission slips. 
 
Gail Holland 
Head of Faculty 
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PTA 

Huge Gratitude 
Thank you to all the parents who came to our coffee morning or gave money to their children to help raise 
funds for Cancer Focus NI.  The Jackson Hall buzzed with excitement last Thursday and we were delighted 
(relieved) that the R5s had offered their help to man the book stall.  Being a Round Square school our 
children are encouraged to live and experience the IDEALS ethos, one of which is “Spirit of Service”; to help 
others. The R5s  gave their time enthusiastically in the knowledge that they were not only practicing their 
maths but that they were helping others which inevitably gave them the feel good factor and will hopefully 
encourage them to do it again.  We raised £215 with a further £115 being donated by the Senior School 
Formal Committee who had surplus funds after their expenses were paid.  Thank you Rockport, without 
your support this would not have been possible and we wouldn’t get to have fun doing it! 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/susin 
 
Worker Bees 
Rockport has been a hive of activity recently with all the work parties that have been organised. 
Unfortunately they haven’t been the “let’s all have a few drinks at the office” type parties but rather the 
“roll up your sleeves and get stuck in” type. In the past few weeks it has been the parents’ and staffs’ 
turn to experience the IDEALS ethos, working for the greater good and offering service.  I have to say the 
spruce up has really brightened up Rockport which complements the beautiful surroundings of the school.  
Although the children probably won’t notice that a wall has been painted (or an entire building), a 
flowerbed planted or a door handle fixed but they will definitely benefit from it.   
 
John was power washing earlier in the week and had underestimated the strength with which the moss 
was clinging onto the tarmac at the back of the Jackson Hall, therefore extending the time needed to 
complete the task. This was a fantastic opportunity for my twins in R6M to embrace 8 of the “Discoveries” 
to the 6 IDEALS of Round Square whilst waiting on John to finish: 
   
Responsibility – Mimi and Mathew had got into the car at 5.30pm and realising that their dad was still 
working so they started their homework. 
Communication – At 6.15pm I got a phone call from them to tell me that they were still at school; that they 
would be late for their dinner and will phone me on their way home.  
Tenacity, Teamwork, Problem Solving and Inventiveness – The twins knew that it was getting dark so had 
to work quickly on their homework to maximise on the natural light.  They then worked together using the 
torch function on John’s phone to complete their homework. 
Self-Awareness and Compassion – The twins were getting hungry which made them a bit tetchy but they 
also knew that their dad had been working physically hard all day and it was best not to disturb him until 
he was finished.  
 
Again this shows that the Round Square IDEALS have a positive effect not only on the individual but other 
people and the physical surroundings too.  TADA. (John finished at 7pm and the twins were rewarded 
with a Krispy Kreme doughnut). 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Easter Bunny – Thursday 11th April 

Carol Thompson 
PTA Chairperson 
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