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Headmaster’s Headlines 

  

Evil Gum! I know you will help to reinforce our message at home to our young people that 

chewing gum is not to be brought onto the school grounds at any time. There are streets in local 

towns near here where the pavements are pebble dashed with the stuff and it’s only our constant 

vigilance in policing it here that has prevented the same thing polluting the school pathways and 

car park. I have also told them that it is not a good look, although Roald Dahl puts it more bluntly:  

  

Dear friends, we surely all agree 

There's almost nothing worse to see 

Than some repulsive little bum 

Who's always chewing chewing gum.  

  

Forest School: As I write, I can hear the sound of excited children emanating from the direction 

of our Forest Classroom in the GT. The Forest Schools programme aims to ‘promote the holistic 

development of all involved, fostering resilient, confident, independent and creative learners. 

Forest School offers learners the opportunity to take supported risks appropriate to the 

environment and to themselves’. Great stuff. Thanks to Forest Schools Leader Claire Samways for 

coming in to guide the R4 children through the six week programme. 

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



General News 

 

Year 12 linguists sample life as Translators 

  

Congratulations to Year 12 linguists, Tabitha Allen and Emma Yeaman, who this week have been 

involved in the preliminary stages of The Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators. The 

competition, run by Queen’s College, Oxford, is inspired by the life and work of the great 

translator Anthea Bell and aims to promote language-learning across the UK and to inspire 

creativity in the classroom.  

 

The girls certainly demonstrated their flair and creativity when they applied their knowledge of 

language and poetry to translating the prescribed text in this early stage of the competition, a 

poem written by Paul Éluard in 1942, entitled “La Liberté”.  

 

The next stage of the competition will take place early in 2021 and we wish them all the very best 

for the next round. 

 

After a recent case of thread worms within the school we are asking parents to be vigilant. We 

have reminded the children of the importance of good hygiene and would appreciate if parents 

could also reinforce this.  

  

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

 

Congratulations!  

 

Well done to Niamh Devlin who placed 2nd in two of 

the categories that she entered in the Autumn 

Working Hunter with her horse Kiltotner Dan.  

 

We are so proud! 



Field of Memories 

 

This morning we made a presentation to Marie Curie Cancer Care. We invited Mr and Mrs 

Montgomery who fundraised and planted daffodils within the grounds of the Rockport GT, in 

memory of their daughter, Julia Smith. 

 

Added to the generous donations from our Carol Service, Mr Vance  alongside our newly-

appointed Heads of Junior School were delighted to present £4065.31 to Gavin McGucken from 

Marie Curie. 

 





Dance! Dance! Dance!  Rockport’s First Dance Troop  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will need to come along in your games kit and 

have the dance to Jason Derulo’s ‘Take You Dancing’ 

prepared. (This will be posted in the Games Google 

Classroom and taught to R8-10 on Thursday during 

Games). The audition signup sheets will be posted 

around the school so you will need to put your name 

and year group on this before showing up on Monday. 

 

This will be a serious commitment and the teams will 

be taught a range of dance styles throughout the year 

with the aim of entering into various dance 

competitions across Northern Ireland next year. Before 

auditioning, make sure you are certain about making 

this commitment as we will expect your full effort and 

attendance throughout the year. 

 

In the coming weeks we will be looking into pricing a 

dance uniform (please see photo attached). This will 

cost roughly £80 for the three piece kit and we would 

be hugely grateful if any parents would be willing to 

sponsor these. If you are interested in this, or have 

any questions about the dance team, please contact 

Miss Rice at crice@rockportschool.com 

 

CALLING ALL DANCERS! Rockport is starting its first dance troop and we want YOU to audition! 

Auditions will be held on Monday 5th October between 4:30-5:30pm and are open to everyone from 

R8-R14. Whether you are part of a team outside of school or just love breaking out some moves to 

Just Dance with your friends, make sure to come along! 

mailto:crice@rockportschool.com


Boarding fun!  

 

Archery, zip line and laser air-rifle shooting were  top choices for the boarders on a recent trip to 

Ganaway. They all had a brilliant time with Jeffrey Cheung being crowned ‘Top Gun’. 

 

Beach walks are also always popular… Must be the sea air!  



Art  

 

During Art lessons in the first few weeks of term pupils become graphic designers, creating title pages 

for their sketchbooks and learning about elements such as Typography along the way. Featured here 

are some outstanding examples from Willow Mathers (R8), Emma O’Brien and Vanessa Fong (both 

R10). All brilliant efforts, with some great  imagination and skill on show, well done to all! 

 

D Hamilton 


