
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

8 May 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 
 
 

Victory in Europe:  In my end of term assembly before Easter I described the first VE Day 

celebrations on (and over) Belfast Lough in 1945, as the Rockport pupils looked on, perched high 

up on the roof of the school. Today, 75 years on, I reprint from our school remembrance booklet 

(with thanks to Barry Niblock) the story of just one of the 15 Rockport boys who would lose their 

lives in the Second World War. OR Michael Harrison fought to liberate Europe, and was killed, 

tragically, just a few short weeks before VE Day in 1945.   

  

  Harrison, Richard John Michael (Michael) 

Lieutenant:  

  

No. 320633, 4th Battalion, Coldstream Guards  

Killed on active service on Thursday 1 March 1945 

(aged 20) Buried: Reichwald Forest War Cemetery, 

Kleve, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany (Grave 43. B. 7) 

  

Commemorated: Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission, Bangor Parish Church of Ireland Church 

(St. Comgall’s), and at Rockport School.  

  

Richard John Michael Harrison, known as Michael, was born on 6 September 1924 and he was the 

elder son of Major General Desmond Harrison CB, DSO and Kathleen Frances Harrison (née 

Hazley) who lived at Shalom, 52 Bryansburn Road, Bangor. Desmond Harrison was born in County 

Kilkenny and served in France and Palestine during the First World War. Desmond was a 

Lieutenant when he and Kathleen Hazley were married on 8 December 1920 in Bangor Parish 

Church of Ireland Church (St. Comgall’s) and they had four children: Desmond Roger Wingate; 

Patricia Katharine (Patsy, born 30 October 1922); Richard John Michael (born 6 September 1924) 

and Felicity Mary (born 17 February 1926), all of whom attended Rockport School. The two girls 

attended Rockport because their friend Mercy Bing, daughter of the then Headmaster, Geoffrey 

Bing, was being educated there.  



  

Michael Harrison was Head Boy at Rockport and then Head of his House at Rugby School. He was 

a keen ornithologist and a skilled fisherman. Michael had won a classical scholarship to attend 

Worcester College, Oxford but instead of going there to read Japanese (he was an accomplished 

linguist) he went straight into the Army and entered Sandhurst in May 1943.  

  

During the Second World War, Michael’s father, Major General Desmond Harrison CB DSO was 

Chief Engineer in Lord Louis Mountbatten’s South East Asia Command; his mother Kathleen was 

the Personnel Officer in the Short and Harland Glen Works in Newtownards; his maternal 

grandfather, William Hazley, owned a linen business in Belfast and his maternal grandmother was 

a sister of Canon Bradley of Bangor Parish Church; his uncle, Richard (Dick) Harrison was Police 

Commissioner in Belfast; his sister Felicity Harrison (later Preedy) served with the Women’s Royal 

Naval Service (WRNS), first in Sydenham, Belfast then in Leeds and then in Donibristle, 

Dunfermline; his sister Patsy Harrison (later Dingwall) was a Land Girl in England. Michael’s 

mother retired to Alresford in Hampshire.  

  

Lieutenant Michael Harrison served in the Coldstream Guards and was posted to the Independent 

Tank Brigade which was part of the Guards Armoured Division. He was 20 when he was killed by a 

sniper on 1 March 1945 while taking part in a heavily resisted tank advance on Kervenheim in 

North Germany. He was buried in Reichwald Forest War Cemetery and is commemorated on the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission website; in Bangor Parish Church of Ireland Church (St. 

Comgall’s) and in Rockport School. His father Desmond died on 23 June 1984 and his mother 

Kathleen died in 1993. There is an inscription on his CWGC headstone:  

  

RIVERS HE LOVED, LAUGHTER AND BIRDSONG, THE SEA AND THE QUIET HILLS 

  

Michael Harrison loved poetry and kept hand-written copies of some of his favourites in a small 

notebook – poems by W.H. Auden, Walter de la Mare, T.S. Eliot and others. He always carried the 

notebook with him into battle and, after he was killed, it was found and returned to his family. 

  

    

George Vance 

Headmaster 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 



Just a bit of fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Well done to everyone who had a go at guessing the familiar faces!  

 

Mrs McKerrow was the first to correctly name everybody and some clever people across our 

Facebook page worked together to figure them out too. 

 

The answers are – Mrs Athanasiou, Mrs E Thompson, Miss Holland, Mr Smith, Mrs Hamill & Mrs V 

Thompson!  



Poetry by Upper Juniors  

 

The Dragon 

 

Here’s a dragon in his cave,    

Sleeping dangerously in his cage until, 

Suddenly he woke up!     

His eyes were red,    

His teeth covered in blood from his last victim.    

Be careful kids, he’s ready to snap.    

His scales are jet red, fiery and sharp.   

His claws are long, sharp and dangerous.     

He lives alone in the dark .        

All you can see is his jewellery and gold 

Ready to be slayed at night, alone.           

João Pedro R7 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Pets 

 

I have two pet Chihuahuas 

They’re called Portia and Lancelot 

They like to protect and guard our house. 

So tend to bark a lot! 

 

Portia pulls stuffing from my cuddly toys While 

Lancelot will sing-a-long, When the piano makes a 

noise! 

 

They are a great little team together! 

I love my furry friends 

And hope they are with us forever. 

Jasmyn McVeigh R6 

The Dragon 

 

This dragon is like a bat, 

Its belly is very fat. 

It is tall, 

But getting small. 

Don’t get trapped in its teeth, 

Or you’ll be its beef. 

You could be its winner, 

But maybe its dinner! 

It is large and red, 

So don’t let it in your bed. 

It fires a flame, 

So DON’T play the game! 

Harry O’Hara R7 

The Dragon of Edinburgh Castle  

 

 In Edinburgh, Scotland there is a castle  

A castle that when you clean it, it must cause a lot 

of hassle. 

It was a good tourist attraction 

But not anymore because there is a DRAGON!! 

He has big red spikes on his back and a big long tail 

that gives you a WACK! 

He’s here, he’s there, he’s everywhere! 

But no one knows if he’s friendly or not and 

wouldn’t dare. 

So this dragon is still haunting the castle  

And every now and then you'll hear a rastle.... 

Charlie Fox R7 



Art 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

R9 have been continuing with their Art studies by investigating masks from around the world. After 

studying  design features and meaning from various global cultures they turned mask-maker 

themselves! Featured here are efforts from Hannah Bole, Lauren Dugan and Alex Watson. Super 

work all round, well done! 

 

D Hamilton 

Early Years at Rockport  

 

Rockport Reports: Life in Lockdown 
  

Thank you so much to all the children (and teachers) who have contributed to this week’s news! We 

hope to post Episode 2 tomorrow.  Keep an eye on Google Classroom and our Facebook page – Early 

Years at Rockport! 

  

 

Lynn Athanasiou 

Head of Early Years 


