
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

17 January 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Still Dining Out on Round Square Success: Our stock continues to ride high across the World. 

At the Global Heads’ Symposium in London last weekend, Heads of schools from every corner of 

the globe made a point of seeking me out to tell me what a rewarding and challenging time their 

students had experienced at our conference last March. I therefore experienced a nice warm glow 

throughout the weekend, and not from the many drinks proffered by my grateful colleagues: the 

offer of which, of course, I respectfully declined. 

 

Open Morning: Advance notice that our first Open Morning will be held on Saturday 1 February 

from 1030-1200. Thank you, in advance, for bringing our children into school that morning. It is 

their clear enjoyment and pride in their school, as well as the confidence (without arrogance) that 

they exude which provides the best recommendation we could have. 

  

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

General News 

 

Parent-Teacher Meetings 

 

Please bear in mind that parent teacher meetings are scheduled to take place as follows this 

incoming week: 

 

 

 

 

 

Tea and Coffee will be available each evening in the Home Economics room from 4.00-6.00pm 

(opposite the Tucker Hall). 

 

Please bear in mind that Parent-Teacher meetings are scheduled at 5 minutes each; should you 

wish to have a lengthier discussion with a member of staff, please arrange a separate appointment 

through the school office.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year Group Date Time  Location 

R5 
R6 
R7 

Monday 20th January  4.00-6.00pm Centenary Studio 

Sixth Form Monday 20th January 4.00-6.00pm Tucker Hall 

R8 
R9 

Tuesday 21st January 4.00-6.00pm Centenary Studio and 
Tucker Hall* 



Included with this week’s newsletter is a separate attachment which you may find helpful in locating 

the specific teachers you wish to speak to.  

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

 

A date for your diary! 

Music in May, Monday 11th May 6.30-7.30pm Jackson Hall. All very welcome. 

Catherine Hunter 

 

R11 – R14 Business Studies 

An educational visit has been arranged for all of R11 – R14 Business Studies students.  Pupils will 

travel by bus to the Tayto Factory, Craigavon on Thursday 23rd January 2020, departing Rockport at 

9 am, returning by lunchtime.  This will form part of R12 controlled assessment task, therefore they 

must attend this visit.  A charge will be placed on your bill of £16 each to cover transportation and 

the entrance fee.   

 

All students must return their permission slips by Monday 20th January to confirm attendance. 

  

Sixth Form 

R13 Careers / UCAS Preparation 

 

Year 13 have started to consider their career options and opportunities after Year 14.  Students are 

reminded to attend all classes on a Tuesday from 1.15 – 1.40 pm in the Sixth Form study. 

Heather McBride 

Head of Sixth Form 

 

K’Nex Club 

K’Nex club will take place in Mr Reid’s room on a Wednesday at 4.30pm – 5.30pm. Pupils in R5 – 7 

welcome. There is a Northern Ireland K’Nex competition coming up and two teams will be picked 

from the pupils who attend. 

Colin Reid 

 

 
 



Sports Update 

  

 

Swimming 

Samuel Wright has once again been hitting the dizzy 

heights in Ulster Schools Swimming Competitions. Last 

weekend Samuel was competing for Rockport in the Ulster 

Championships coming 2nd in the Fly and 4th in the Fly. 

He will be competing again this weekend at the Bangor 

Winter Gala – good luck! Samuel has also been selected by 

Ulster to go to Tenerife in October for winter training. 

Fantastic news – well done, Samuel! 

  

Netball 

This week our Senior girls played well in a match against Bloomfield Collegiate but unfortunately 

it had to be cut short due to a leak in the roof! Next Thursday there will be a ‘Netball Blitz’ 

against Regent House at the Aurora. Good luck girls! 

 

 

Golf 

 

Our Elite squad have been invited 

to play in the ISGU national finals 

at Gullane Golf Club in Scotland in 

March and our 4 top players 

(handicaps less than 10) will also 

be playing in an international 

ranking tournament at Celtic Manor 

later in the year. 

 



Early Years 

  

Open Morning - Saturday 1st February 

 

Open Day is fast approaching! We appreciate that many of the children have commitments at 

the weekends but if they are available, we would love to show them off at our Open Day. It's 

from 10.30am-12pm. They should meet in the Jackson Hall and wear everyday uniform.  

 

Bright Young Things 

There are still spaces available in Bright Young Things on a Monday afternoon. Bright Young 

Things is all about developing confidence, communication, creativity, social skills and self-belief 

in children and young people through play and drama.   

 

‘Bright Young Things was founded in 2010 by LAMDA trained actor and primary school teacher, 

Lisa Duffy and is now Northern Ireland’s biggest children’s drama and social skills company. Our 

talented team are some of the most highly trained professional actors, arts education leaders 

and trained facilitators in the business. What sets us apart, is our 100% child-centric focus on 

developing the whole child by delivering personalised drama journeys which have an 

immeasurable impact on the lives of our ‘bright young things’. BYT is a unique space for them to 

learn life skills, drama skills, be themselves and have an outrageous amount of fun!’ 

                                                                 

Let me know if you are interested. 

A reminder that payment for clubs and peripatetic lessons should be in school at your earliest 

convenience.  

 

Colouring Competition 

World Wildlife Fund Australia 

 

The children in the Early Years are having a colouring competition to raise money to help with 

rescue efforts in Australia. We have extended the closing date to Monday 20th January 2020. 

Entry is £2 and all money raised will go to the World Wildlife Fund Australia. We hope you will 

encourage your children to support this worthy cause.  

 

Lynn Athanasiou 

Head of Early Years 

  



PTA 

  

Happy New Year! 

 

It is very late saying it and I’ve been told bad form after a certain date BUT the PTA would like 

to say it anyway.  Happy New Year to you all and we hope that 2020 is a happy and healthy 

one. 

 

Last year we ended on a high like we always do with Santa visiting us and bringing lots of 

Christmas cheer and good wishes and I hope we enter 2020 with that continued good will. 

I certainly continued with the spirit of, well, at least distributing on returning to school.  When I 

told my youngest to make sure he brought home EVERYTHING from school at the end of term 

he didn’t disappoint.  It was just a shame that none of it was his!  First day back and I had to 

deliver clothing parcels to no less than 4 year groups…how is that even possible?  Had Mathew 

scoured the school grounds for random pieces of clothing that a child had maybe set down for a 

moment and thought to himself “yip, must lift that pair of short trousers that I don’t wear in 

R7”?? Eejit . 

 

Canvas Bags 

 

Before Christmas the junior school children drew colourful self-portraits which I had transferred 

onto a canvas shopping bag.  I ordered an extra 10 bags and have left them with Christine 

Hamill in the office if anyone wishes to purchase one.  Just £10 to have your little cherubs 

handiwork preserved and presented beautifully on a very useful bag forever . 

Thank you all for your continued support for all our efforts.  Together we raise much needed 

and appreciated funds for our school that benefit each and every child. 
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