
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

19 June 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

It’s School, Jim, but Not as We Know It: They do say that a crisis shows the best of us, and 

sometimes the worst. Yesterday, as I watched our virtual Sports Day compilation live streaming on 

YouTube, I witnessed the best of our children, teachers and parents as they pulled together to make 

the best of a really difficult situation. Even before we went into lockdown and were planning 

hypothetically for remote learning we identified PE and Games as one of the areas of the curriculum 

that might prove difficult to deliver. That teachers and parents have collaborated to keep the children 

physically active at home has been an achievement in itself. In fact, here’s what I said in my vote of 

thanks to guest speaker and Old Rockportian Tom Reynolds the end of our Sports Day video:  

     

“I just want to begin by thanking Tom for his inspirational words today –physical activity and 

participation in sport have always been important at Rockport. This is not only apparent in the many 

clubs and tours and teams fielded by the school but it is also reflected in the amount of curriculum 

time timetabled each year for sport for any given year group. I like to think that that commitment by 

the school and that time taken by the teachers might have helped to inspire Tom on his way to 

competing and now coaching, at the highest level.   

When planning for the lockdown, it was also really important to us that during this time spent at 

home, our young people would remain active. And it was clear from the get go, that the Games and 

PE staff in particular would face a difficult task in delivering their part of the curriculum remotely. To 

accomplish this was no mean feat, and Miss Holland and her team have employed a lot of imagination 

and ingenuity in order to keep everyone engaged in physical activity throughout the past 3 months.  

The fact that we can have a virtual sports day at all today is testament to that, and I want to thank 

the teachers and coaches for all their efforts in making this happen and to you the Rockport pupils, for 

keeping active at home and getting involved in training and working at home with so much 

enthusiasm. Well done to everybody.” 

  

Of course, this wasn’t exactly the Rockport Sports Day that we know love (no Pimm’s for a start), and 

we pile hope upon hope that this never has to happen again. As one boy in R8 recently put it as he 

summed-up the whole online learning experience to his Mother, ‘It is school, but without the best bits’. 

Maybe yesterday helped to remind us of and provide us with, some of the ‘best bits’ of school.   

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 



General News 

 

Just Giving Back 

  

If you haven't already signed up for our fundraiser for NHS, please do so as soon as possible. 

Thanks to our PE staff who are motivating our students, staff and parents to make a final push 

towards the end of term; the goal is to walk/run/cycle 2000km between now and the end of term 

next Friday and, at the same time, raise £1000 for NHS. A big push will be required to get us to 

our targets before next Friday so we appreciate everyone getting involved! 

To donate please visit https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/henry-

clark2?fbclid=IwAR2HgJit2pAPMU7dqXTSB9ZnzajRiWRWcdBN0KXNHSOmI3Ej9fhfdXCQbRA 

  

Speech Day 

  

We would like everyone to join us for our annual Speech Day on Friday 26th June 2020. This 

event not only draws our school year to a close, but celebrates the achievements of our students 

over the course of the academic year. 

 

Here is the link you need to access the event -  

https://youtu.be/d1WVwVOEM9o 

 

See overleaf for the running order. Have your Kleenex at the ready!  

 

Book scoop 

 

Please remember that all students from R5 to R14 should return textbooks to school from Monday 

22nd to Friday 26th June. Books should be left on the relevant desk in Miss Holland's room, and 

please sign your book in on the forms taped to the tables. This will allow us time to sort and 

sanitise books in preparation for the new school year in September. Tempting as it may be, please 

do not hang around the school grounds, as we are still required to minimise footfall on the 

campus! 
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Thank you! 

 

I want to just take a moment to say thank you to you all for your hard work and commitment over 

the past year and in particular over the past three months. Thank you to the students who have 

continued to work hard and engage in their online learning; your commitment, determination and 

enthusiasm have made me proud. Thank you to the parents who have supported their children at 

home in ways unimaginable; without you, our children would not continue to make such huge 

strides in their education. And, last but not least, thank you to each and every member of staff, 

teaching and non-teaching, who has worked so tirelessly to make this year a success; your 

dedication and hard work has meant that our students will be able to return to school in 

September ahead of the game, ready to face new challenges, rather than having to catch up on 

any work missed. 

 

I trust that you all have a wonderful Summer break and stay safe, healthy and happy and I look 

forward to seeing you all for the new academic year in September 2020. 

 

Mrs R Palmer 

Deputy Head 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 





Sports update 

  

I hope you all enjoyed yesterday’s ‘Virtual Sports Day’. Well done, everyone! If you missed it you can 

catch up via this link https://youtu.be/L0_CbrcXCjw 

 

The PE department have once again been creative in coming up with stimulating challenges for our 

pupils and so: 

To keep our young people ‘motivated and moving’ right up to the end of term we have created the 

‘Rockport Runners Group’ and all pupils from R5-R10 will be striving to reach a target of 2000k 

running/walking for the NHS.  

 

Mr McIlveen and Mr Clark have been getting pupils to download the free app and progress has been 

amazing! Please do get involved in any way you can…don’t worry how little it is, every little helps! 

 

This will draw the term to an end when our young people can not only keep exercising, but also 

experience how their efforts can benefit our fantastic NHS. 

 

G Holland. 

Head of PE 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/L0_CbrcXCjw


R9 have been studying Shakespeare's language in the well known play, Romeo and Juliet. They 

applied some of the tricky Old English language that Shakespeare used by writing 'tweets' from 

Shakespeare himself! These tweets display Shakespeare's thoughts on lockdown using his most 

common words and phrases that are seen across his plays. Great work as always from everyone in 

R9 - well done all! 

 

C Rice 

Teacher of English and Travel and Tourism 



R8 have been building their own Norman castles at home. Fin 

Eager’s castle is a great example of a Norman Motte and Bailey 

castle. Great job Fin!  

 

They are competing for a chocolate prize for the best castle! 

Next week, they will be giving me an audio tour of their castle, 

pointing out of the features they’ve included.  

 

Well done R8!  

 

Mrs Walker  

Dishes from around the world! 
 
Yet more amazing creations from every corner of the globe. They look absolutely delicious, well done 
everyone!  


