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Headmaster’s Headlines

Antisocial Media: On my first trip to mainland China I was amazed (and more than a little horrified) 

that a Government could so arbitrarily enforce a blanket ban on Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter and 

other social media platforms across the board, effectively denying their own people access to those 

things we in the West take so much for granted. Ten years and a thousand crying teenagers later, I 

find myself beginning to agree with the venerable members of the politburo in Beijing.

The amount of time we spend in school unpicking some convoluted and banal social media spat 

between our young people is extraordinary and it is not an exaggeration to say that every class group 

chat ends in tears. We have consistently advised staff in school not to be a ‘friend’ of students and 

advised students not to have any class groups online or even worse, groups which include children 

from other schools. I understand that we could simply say that this is not really our problem or 

responsibility and that we in school cannot be held responsible for what happens at weekends (or 

often during the wee small hours...) but the resulting relationship issues still arrive at the school gates 

and, if we do not get involved, can fester and develop into something much worse. 

With your cooperation, we in school will keep pushing the message that nothing good will ever come 

of these groups or chats and that the FOMO (fear of missing out) caused by abstaining is much less 

damaging than exposing oneself to the negativity and unkindness which inevitably ensues. 

Hopefully between us, we can monitor more effectively what our children and young people are doing 

and help and advise them to make the right choices online, including the choice to spend more time 

offline. 

Singin’ in the Rain: No one who has seen (or heard) Mrs Hunter persevering with her singing 

lessons outside on the front lawn, in what has clearly been horrendous weather for May, can’t have 

failed to have been impressed by her indomitable bulldog spirit. On learning that singing indoors was 

to be banned by the Department of Education as part of their wider coronavirus restrictions, a lesser 

mortal may have thrown in the towel, packed up their sheet music and headed straight home to reach 

for the Blue Nun and the Leonard Cohen CD. Not so Catherine Hunter. One gazebo, a blanket and an 

extension lead later and the sweet sound of clavinova-accompanied singing is drifting inexorably 

across the lawn. There definitely is more in us than we think. Great stuff.   

George Vance

Headmaster



General News

Covid Safety and Lateral Flow Tests

Thank you for all of your efforts in working together to keep our school as safe as possible and the 

doors open for our young people. Just a reminder that all visiting adults/parents are expected to wear 

a face covering on-site. Also, it has come to our attention that not everyone who has signed up for the 

bi-weekly lateral flow tests is picking up their kits from the school office! Please collect your new kit as 

soon as you need it; we have a steady supply of these coming into school for all staff and students 

from R12 to R14. If you haven’t already signed up for the test kits and would like to do so, please let 

Mrs Hamill know and she will be able to register you and supply you with a pack of tests. 

School Summer Assessments R8-R11

The End of Year Summer Assessments for R8-R11 students will take place during the week 

commencing Monday 24th May. This year, these will take place in classrooms, during class time, as we 

are not permitted to bring more than one year group together into an exam setting. Also, due to the 

fact that some students have been out of school from Christmas until Easter, we feel that minimising 

stress and anxiety around exams is important for their mental health and wellbeing. 

Teachers have been informing their classes when these tests will take place, so that students can plan 

revision. Teachers have also been posting revision lists in Google Classroom, rather than sending out 

hard copy revision guides as in previous years. 

The week prior to the assessments (week commencing Monday 17th May) is revision week and 

teachers will spend this week reinforcing material covered over the course of the academic year. 

Homework set during that week will also be revision in preparation for the assessments. However, I 

anticipate that students who are wanting to do well in assessments will have started some revision in 

most subjects by now; if you haven’t, get started this weekend! There’s a lot of material to cover in 

each subject area and there’s no time like the present to make a start on your preparation!

Social Media scourge/purge

A repeat order about mobile phones and social media accounts please! Please keep a vigilant eye on 

what your son/daughter is doing online; inappropriate messages, unkind photos and such like can lead 

to fall-outs in school and we spend hours unpicking incidents which started with an unkind post!

Rhonda D. Palmer

Deputy Head



Upper Junior Assessments

The R5-7 children will be assessed by their subject teachers over the coming weeks. These 

assessments will take the form of classroom tasks during regular lessons. Whilst there will be a 

degree of independent working involved, the children will be guided through these tasks by 

their class teacher and may ask for assistance if required. The emphasis will be on assessing 

the level of pupil understanding and their grasp of subject-based skills. 

S McCartney

Round Square – Democracy in Action

This is a fantastic opportunity should any of our students be interested in making an 

application. Please visit the NI Youth Assembly website for further details.



Buddies for Life!

The R4’s have been buddying up 

with the children in Playgroup over 

the past month. Today in assembly 

the R4’s presented their buddies 

with well done cards to celebrate!!

The children have really enjoyed 

being good role models for their 

buddies. Well done R4, you’re 

amazing! 



H.E.

Year 8’s practical assessment was a steak sandwich and Year 10 got the option of a ‘free choice’ to 

show off their skills. Lovely! 



The PE Department have welcomed the return of games and sporting activities with open arms. To 

see the back lawn and AstroTurf bursting with young, smiling, cheery people really has brought a 

smile to all our faces.

Golf is thriving again too – Early Years even have a Development Squad now to manage the talent 

coming through. Elite groups are back on the golf courses – all good! 

Holywood Cricket Club are back on Tuesdays/Thursdays. These sessions are really popular and I want 

to thank William Telford for making this happen! 

Andrew Strain is putting our tennis players through their paces once again and students are also 

focusing their attention and efforts towards Sports Day. Heats and trials have begun, and we look 

forward with anticipation to see who will come out triumphant on Friday 4th June. 

Happy days are here again!!!!

G Holland

Head of P.E



Boarding fun!

Outdoor weekend fun for our boarding students recently as they embarked on a Belfast Bike 

cycle tour and fun on the water paddle boarding!


