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Oct Time Event 

Mon 7th All day School photos  

Headmaster’s Headlines 
   
Creating a Growth Mind-Set: during my speech on Speech Day in June, I promised that we would aim to 
involve you as parents more in some of the development work we are doing in school, specifically in 
terms of encouraging and promoting resilience and a ‘can-do’ attitude amongst our children and young 
people. One of our strategies is to improve our use of language when praising children to encourage a 
growth mind-set (as opposed to a fixed mind-set) where the individual is encouraged to try new things, 
take risks and to treat failure merely as an opportunity for further learning and improvement. Praising 
effort rather than ability is a really simple strategy that we can all adopt, at home and in school. The BBC 
CBeebies link for parents below about effective praise is aimed at Early Years parents but is as good a 
place as any for all of us to start. Please have a look: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-try-new-things 
 
Teaching Time is Premium Time: if you were a senior school pupil in you may well have heard me repeat 
this old adage, just once or twice. We are currently trying to maximise the effectiveness of teaching and 
learning by encouraging our students to be in on time and to be at class on time, but the exercise 
become slightly pointless if we teachers are not there as well in order to start the lesson promptly. 
Parents who drop off often have quick queries or information to exchange with a teacher and we actively 
encourage this valuable, even essential channel of communication. That said; if you do have a query 
which might require a more lengthy response or need a longer meeting please forgive staff for asking you 
to email or to make an appointment in advance: it is only because I have asked them to do so.   
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Open Day: Many thanks in advance for bringing your child into school next Saturday morning for our 
first open day of the year. We expect a full turnout if possible and by Wednesday the children will 
have been told their role, who to report to and which uniform to wear. They will also have been told 
that should be in position by 1015 and that can leave (or be collected again) at 1200.   
  
George Vance 
Headmaster 
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GENERAL 

School photos 
 
School Photographs – Monday 7th October 
Individual and sibling school photographs 
will be taken on Monday. All pupils should 
be in full school uniform.  
 
Any queries please contact 
creid@rockportschool.com 
  
C Reid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

London Trip 
  
A reminder that pupils are to be dropped off at Belfast International Airport at 7am on Monday 14th 
October. Our return flight lands at 2120 on Thursday 17th October, for pupils to be collected at 
2130.  
  
All passports must be with Miss Carson by Wednesday 9th October.  
 
V Carson  

 

For attention of parents of pupils studying GCSE Geography  
  
Both R11 and R12 Geography classes will have end of unit tests on Tuesday 8th October.  R11 River 
Environments Pg 7-32 ;  R12 Changing Urban Areas Pg 129-152 
  
The pupils have had more than one week of formal warning about the class tests. Could parents 
please reinforce the importance of regular revision and consolidation of class work and I would be 
grateful if you could encourage your son/daughter to commit some time to revision before 
Tuesday.   
  
Please also ensure that your son/daughter are furnished with the correct stationery for class, A4 
lined paper, ruler, pens and pencils, a significant and growing  number are spending a few minutes 
of each lesson borrowing equipment and this slows the start of the lesson which is not ideal. 
  
 D Toland 
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GENERAL 

Chess Club 
 
Chess club will start back for R8-R14 students next 
Wednesday 9th October. Last year’s members are all 
invited back and any students who wish to come are 
welcome, regardless of their understanding of the game. 
  
I look forward to seeing you there! 
   
C Rice 
 
 
 
  
 
 

R12 will be completing the first half of the Spoken Language Controlled Assessment on 
Monday 7th October – period 1 -3.  
  
This is worth 10% of the overall English Language grade. This is a mandatory part of the course, 
therefore attendance is essential.  
 
Anybody who is absent will have to complete it after school on Tuesday 8th.  
 
A Walker 

mailto:info@rockportschool.com
http://www.rockportschool.com/


ROCKPORT SCHOOL, Craigavad, Holywood, Co Down, BT18 0DD, UK  

Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8372  Fax: +44 (0)28 9042 2608  

Email: info@rockportschool.com Web: www.rockportschool.com  

Company Reg No: NI007054 Registered Charity No: XN48119 

European Day of Languages 2019 
 
On Thursday 26th September we celebrated the European Day of Languages with a range of fun 
activities. Some of the Early Years and Junior pupils dressed up or brought European accessories into 
school. At lunchtime there was a European style café for those that signed up to try lots of delicious 
tapas and continental treats. We also had different activities in language’s classes including a Year 9 
poetry competition with the theme of ‘New Beginnings’ for those who wanted to enter. I have included 
two of them below as I think they showcase creativity and great effort.  
 
Well done girls! 

Nuevos Comienzos  
 
Nuevos comienzos  
Un nuevo comienzo,  
Aprender español  
Me emociona mucho.  
De one, two, three,  
A uno, dos, tres,  
Y de a, b, c,  
A ah, beh, ce.  
De mother y father,  
A madre y padre,  
De brother y sister,  
A hermano y hermana.  
Como una oruga  
Se transforma en mariposa,  
Mi amor por los idiomas  
Está empezando a volar.  
Amo mis nuevos comienzos!  
Amo mi nuevo comienzo!  
  
By Hannah Bole (R9C) 
 

Winter’s Coming 
 
The morning sunlight shines upon the cobbles of the Spanish 
street, las señoras y señores despertar a un nuevo día.  
Outside the wind is beginning to have a mind of it’s own, on 
this cold day around the streets they shall roam.  
No más días de playa para los españoles y no más picnics 
familiars en el parque, all those summer activities are packed 
away at least for the next few rainy days.  
The families sit indoors eating warm tapas at the bar and they 
listen to the nice Spanish man playing his guitar.  
As the day gets colder the sun starts to set, buenas noches a 
todos en esta noche de inviernos fríos.  
 
By Marianna Armstrong (9H) 
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BOARDING 

Boarding @ Rockport 
  
After last week’s comments here are some more photos of the many activities that have been taking 
place! 
 
We are in the process of finalising all airport transfers and half term plans. If you require an airport 
transfer or your child is staying with a local guardian please provide myself and the House Parents 
with the information. Many thanks to those parents and guardians who have already submitted the 
information. 
 
S Smith 
Head of Boarding 
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SIXTH FORM 

Sixth Form Prefects 
 
Well done to our Year 13 pupils in achieving their new roles as prefects.  We cannot wait to see 
the positive influence they will bring to the school. 
  
Many Thanks 
Our new sixth form group have been busy re-arranging their social space in the common room 
and held their own bun sale to raise some money to buy new furniture.  We would like to thank 
our parents for the donations that have been made over the past few weeks to make their 
common room more comfortable. 
 
  
H McBride 
Head of Sixth Form 
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EARLY YEARS 

Class Photographs 
Monday 7th October 2019 
  
It’s class photograph day on Monday. Playgroup/Reception should wear everyday uniform. 
R1-R4 should wear formal uniform (white shirt, tie, blazer).  
  
Voices Speech and Drama 
  
Voices Speech and Drama will be offering classes at Rockport starting from the 10th October 
for children from R2 to R14. These classes will offer children an excellent opportunity with 
which to develop both their communication skills and self-confidence. In addition to this, 
these classes will: 
  
Help children to read fluently, with understanding, clarity and expression 
Expand the children’s vocabulary 
Substantially improve the child’s confidence in speaking and listening 
Develop important skills in memorisation and information recall 
Offer a relaxed and friendly atmosphere for the children to engage in constructive and 
informal conversation 
  
Pupils will be offered the opportunity to participate in local festivals and enter L.A.M.D.A 
examinations each year. L.A.M.D.A. is a member of the Qualifications and Credit Framework 
(Q.C.F) Grade 6 and above will provide children with UCAS points, which contribute towards 
University applications. 
  
Classes will be between 30-45 minutes in length depending on age and class size. The cost of 
a lesson is £8.00. The classes will run on a Thursday afternoon. Parents are billed on a termly 
basis.  
  
If you wish for your child to take part, please email me at lathanasiou@rockportschool.com 
by Monday 7th October.  
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