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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Christmas Service: Thanks for your unwavering support during our 4-week Round Square 

service project. All 4 charities have expressed their gratitude as well as their awe at the effort put 

in by  the sixth form volunteers. I particularly want to single out our sixth formers who have 

demonstrated some real qualities of leadership and service over the past month. 

  

Carol Service and Early Years Nativity: As I write, we are preparing for the airing of our 

annual School Carol Service and Early Years production of the Nativity. I look forward to it, but in 

this strangest of years we are prevented from enjoying our traditional end to the Winter Term: the 

whole school community of children, parents, governors and staff coming together in Holywood 

and participating in what was always an uplifting experience. In keeping with another long-

standing Rockport tradition the children would normally all shake hands with their teachers as they 

left the church. What taking place today may be only a pale imitation of that, but it has required 

just as much (if not more) work by a large number of people to put together. Thanks to the Early 

Years staff for the production of The Nativity and well done as well to all of the teachers and 

pupils in the rest of the school who either sang, read or otherwise performed to make this happen. 

Great stuff. 

  

It’s The End Of The Term As We Know It: Finally, as I complete the final Newsletter of this 

unusual Winter Term (let’s hope) I would like to thank you all for your continued support as well 

as to wish you and yours a very happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year in 

2021. 

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

 

 



General News 

 

Covid-Safety and External Exams 

Several year groups in the school are in the unenviable position of having to face external examinations 

upon their return to school in January. The R7 children will have to deal with the postponed AQE and 

GL tests and our R12 students will sit modules in GCSE Maths at the start of the month. The 6th 

Formers will also have to cope with external modules in Business and Travel and Tourism.  

 

It is therefore very important that we all exercise caution over the Christmas period, remembering that, 

if one student in the year group displays Covid symptoms and tests positive in the run-up to and during 

these exams, then it is unfortunately likely that the whole bubble will have to self-isolate and will not be 

permitted to sit the examinations.  

Please, please bear in mind the government guidance about socialising over the Christmas break; we do 

not want to further disadvantage our students just because of a few hours of fun over the festive 

break.  

  

Return to School  

Monday 4th January 2021 is a staff training day and all students return to school on Tuesday 5th 

January. We look forward to welcoming you back for a positive 2021! 

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

 

 

 

 

 
Boarding 
 

In a very unique term we still have had an amazing time in Boarding. Both staff and students have 

been exceptional with less off-site entertainment on offer but no less fun. While Boarding is locked 

up for the winter holidays, we hope our Boarders are well rested, safe and have an enjoyable break. 

A reminder that Boarding will reopen on Monday 4th January at 6pm ready for school reopening on 

Tuesday 5th January. The dining hall will not be open that evening so please ensure Boarders have 

eaten before returning to Boarding as only light snacks will be available. For those flying back into 

Belfast, please send through flight details as soon as possible so we can arrange flight 

transfers.  Merry Christmas and have a Happy New Year. 

   

Stephen Smith 

Head of Boarding 



 

 

 

Year 8 enjoyed some chocolate treats after completing a range of different Christmas presentations in 

English. They each had different tasks, such as creating interviews with Mrs Claus, writing from the 

perspective of a Christmas kitten and creating advertisements for Santa’s workshop.  

Great work Year 8! 

   

V Bridges 

Business Captains  

 

Our new Business Captains, 

Katie Webb and Angus Salters 

were presented with their 

badges this morning by Mr 

Vance.   

 

Congratulations ! 



Over the past 4 weeks the Sixth Form have kept the school community fully abreast with news 

of our collective service campaign. Each Thursday the Sixth Form have counted items to report 

in Friday’s Newsletter but you should be aware that the final contributions to local charities by 

far exceeded the Friday report as donations each week kept arriving right up until collections 

and deliveries were completed. To summarise final contributions, 

 

• 7 overloaded trollies of groceries have been delivered to Storehouse North Down. 

• Assisi and German Shepherd Rescue, Rehabilitate and Rehome gratefully accepted large 

donations of food, treats, bedding and toys. This included more than 110kg of dry dog 

food and more than 150 tins of wet food, along with more than 100 treat items and 60 

toys. 

• The Welcome Organisation which is very active in a range of areas from direct outreach to 

homeless on the street to helping people into accommodation and working with victims of 

violence in the home were overwhelmed by the generous donations of more than x200 

warm socks, x100 hats and gloves and a variety of useful practical toiletry items and food 

to help them help others. 

• The Royal Victoria Hospital for Sick Children have uplifted more than 150 individual gifts, 

thoughtfully selected to distract children from treatment whilst in hospital. 

 

In addition to the physical donation of items the service campaign has encouraged a sense of 

community and togetherness across the school from Day Care and Early Years right through to 

Sixth Form and Staff. A project to work on together whilst we have to remain apart. 

 

The Sixth Form have learned about leadership, service, planning, marketing and the 

organisation and management of an ongoing project, whilst being engaged in a worthwhile 

activity, which will help our school community develop meaningful links with our local 

community. All whilst keeping up with AS and A2 studies. 

 

 

Round Square Service Update 



 

Service learning is an educational approach that combines learning objectives with community 

service. Young people develop a connection with others and the learning experience of being 

involved has also helped to meet the needs of our local community. 

 

By supporting the Rockport students to be involved in the 4 week service campaign, by 

discussing the charities involved, by connecting with their and our school’s own social media and 

making donations  our young people are actively learning to develop their compassion, 

teamwork, responsibility, communication and self- awareness. Vital life skills to learn, skills and 

attributes that cannot be examined. 

 

Rockport parents – a final heartfelt ‘thank you’ for your ongoing generosity and for helping to 

facilitate a valuable Round Square service learning experience. 

 

Have a safe and enjoyable Christmas and New Year in the knowledge that your kindness has 

made a real difference to many people in our local area. 

 

Dawn Toland 

Round Square Rep 
 



Week 1  - North Down Storehouse 

 

The North Down Store House is busy any time of year but with this year’s 

extra challenges, all donations were greatly appreciated.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





Week 2 - Assisi and German Shepherd Rescue 

 

 

 

These two charities rescue, rehabilitate and rehome all animals, not just dogs ! The Week 2 team 

with assistance, set about  again raising awareness of the plight of some poor animals.  Thank you 

for all your pet photos too as part of our ‘Pets of Rockport’ gallery!  

 

Both Assisi and German Shepherd Rescue were delighted and appreciated the incredible generosity 

of Rockport’s pupils and parents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Week 3 - The Welcome Organisation 

 

 

Team 3 hit the ground running for this essential charity on the streets Belfast, which helps the 

homeless and those suffering from domestic violence.  

 

The Welcome Organisation were overwhelmed with the amount of items brought  as they were 

unable to accept any second hand goods due to Covid 19. Again the Rockport family gave 

generously.  

 





Week 4 - The Royal Victoria Hospital for Sick Children 

 

 

The final week and Team 4 did not let the momentum slip for this amazing and worthwhile cause. 

 

The generosity and thoughtfulness of the Rockport community was apparent in every toy or game 

bought and donated. 

 

Congratulations to all our 6th Form who proved the success of team work over the last four weeks .  

They raised the awareness of the Joy of Giving throughout the school. 

 

Each week they highlighted the week’s Charity, who and why the Charity was needed and how the 

charity helped. Thank you to all the parents, staff and pupils who helped and contributed to the 

collections for the four charities. 

 


