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Wed 10th 
 

13.15 
18.00 

R12 A level Talk, Science Lab 
JDS Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Tucker Hall 

Thu 11th  9.30 PTA Bunny Breakfast, Dining Hall 

Fri 12th 12 noon End of term 

Apr Time Event 

Headmaster’s Headlines 
  
Double Speak: Well done to our pupils from R5 and R6 who took part in the Bangor Speech Festival 
in Bangor Castle yesterday (Thursday) and who were successful in bringing home the Choral 
Speaking Trophy for the second year in a row. I am forever banging on about how confidence is 
developed by getting our young people to stand up in front of others, whether it is to explain 
something in class to their peers or to perform at the summer concert or at declamations. 
Performing outside school in front of an unknown audience and adjudicators brings a whole other 
set of pressures so it is especially pleasing to note this success.  
  
Notes of Former Pupils: Emulating the success of Old Rockportian actors Turlough Convery  (My 
Mad Fat Diary, Poldark, Les Misérables) and Flora Montgomery (Monarch of the Glen, Murphy’s 
Law, Wuthering Heights), OR Jessica Reynolds has just landed a leading role in an upcoming feature 
film The Ballad of Audrey Earnshaw.  Jess, who is in her final year of study for her acting degree at 
the Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts, will play the role of Audrey and is currently filming on 
location in Canada. Great stuff. 

George Vance 
Headmaster 

Tue 30th  8.45 Summer Term 2019 begins 
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GENERAL 

R12 A level Talk 
During lunch on Wednesday, 10th April, Mrs McBride will be in to talk to pupils about Sixth Form. 
Attendance is compulsory and the talk will be held in Miss Carson’s room.  
 

Victoria Carson 
Sixth Form Coordinator 

R9 All Singing and Dancing 
R9 student, India McNellis, had a 
fantastic opportunity performing on 
stage with Brendan Cole during his 
recent show at the Waterfront Hall. 
India also performed with the BSPA 
production of ‘Into The Woods’ as one 
of the stepsisters!  
 
Victoria Carson 
R9 Form Teacher 

R11 English Language Controlled Assessment 
for the Duke of Edinburgh students (and any others who did not complete it last week ) is 
scheduled on the following days: 
  
• Tuesday 9th April period 5 and 6 
• Wednesday 10th April period 7 

Mrs A Walker 
Teacher of English 

Music Evening at Lagan Valley Island Arts Centre 
Please support this great event which features one of our ORs 
Julia Clarke 
 
Catherine Hunter 
Singing Tutor 
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BOARDING 

Boarders’ Travel Arrangements  
A reminder to parents and guardians of Boarding Students, school  closes at 12 noon on 
Friday 12th April. All boarding students should have departed or should  be collected by this 
time.  
  
Please also supply  return travel plans for the Summer Term by Wednesday 10th April at the 
latest.  This is of particular importance if you would like your child to be collected at an 
airport.  
 
Boarding reopens on Monday evening 29th April from 6pm for local arrivals.  School starts on 
Tuesday 30th April for all pupils.  Please ensure that your child has eaten a substantial meal 
before arrival as only a light snack is provided on the evening of 29th April. 
  
Please send all details to houseparent@rockportschool.com to facilitate the arrangement of 
airport transfers and smooth arrivals for all. 
  
Dawn Toland 
dtoland@rockportschool.com 
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EARLY YEARS 

Easter Colouring Competition  
If your child would like to enter the Easter Colouring Competition, their 
completed pictures should be with class teachers by Monday 8th April, with 
£2 entry fee. 1st and 2nd place for each category will be announced on 
Thursday 11th April.   

End of Term/Easter Scheme 
We finish for Easter holidays on Friday 12th April at 12noon. There will be no Daycare 
available on this day. 
  
We are excited about our Easter Scheme and have lots of lovely things planned for the 
children. If you have signed up, we will see you on Monday 15th April at 8.30am! 
  
  
Lynn Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 

A Bee Musical, Wednesday 8th May 2019 at 9.30am 
If you haven’t already pencilled this date into your diary – do not delay! 
The children are ‘busy as bees’ rehearsing and can’t wait to perform for 
you all. Family and friends are warmly invited.  
 
A reminder that costumes should be in school by Friday 12th April. 

Bunny Breakfast, Thursday 11th April 2019 at 9.30am, Dining Hall 
If your child would like to attend the Bunny Breakfast on Thursday, they should 
bring £3 to their class teachers by Monday 8th April.  
 
Thanks to all the parents who have volunteered to help out. We really 
appreciate your support.  
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EARLY YEARS (cont.) 

R1 and R2 Vet Visit 
As part of our topic People Who Help Us, Mrs Cunningham very kindly 
came in to talk to R1 and R2 about her job as a vet. She brought Basil her 
black Labrador with her who was very well behaved. She modelled her 
uniform and demonstrated the things she checks when someone brings 
their dog into the vets. Each child got to use the stethoscope to listen 
Basil’s heartbeat and she showed them how to put on a bandage. The 
children were very excited to hear about her job at the surgery and all the 
animals she has looked after. They loved having a dog in the classroom 
and Basil loved all the attention. A huge thank you to Susan! 

R1 and R2 Post Office Visit 
R1 and R2 took the train to Bangor Post Office. We 
all took our turn to purchase a stamp with our own 
money and posted some very special cards in the 
post box! We were then allowed to go into the 
sorting office to see what happens to our letters 
after we post them.  
 
Mrs Elliott R1 
Mrs Williamson R2 
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UPPER JUNIORS 

Bangor Speech Festival 
Massive congratulations to our R5 and R6 pupils who took home the Bangor Speech Festival 
choral speaking trophy for the second year in a row yesterday. The group had two poems to 
learn this year, ‘The Visitor’, all about an eerie visit in the night from a skeleton and ‘Gran can 
you rap?’, a quick paced story of a very talented grandmother. The pupils performed 
brilliantly, achieving a distinction mark for both poems. I am a very proud teacher - all their 
hard work in rehearsals was certainly worth it.  
 
The adjudicator commented, ‘An excellent team, with focus and commitment. Great unison 
work, well done’. 
 
Rebecca Breen 
Upper Juniors Drama Teacher  
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SIXTH FORM 

R13 UCAS and Work Experience 
R13 pupils have been set the task of preparing their personal 
statement for their UCAS application. This is a ‘rough copy’ 
and can be added to and amended prior to submission. 
Pupils must have this returned to Miss Carson on Tuesday 
30th April. R13 have been provided guidance as to the 
structure of the personal statement. 
 
R13 have been asked to organise work experience for June, once their AS exams have been 
completed. It is essential that they have this arranged by the end of their Easter break and inform 
Miss Carson where they have organised to go. 
  
Miss Carson 
Sixth Form Coordinator 
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PTA 

Tropical Basket 
It may be chilly outside but we’ve got something to (mentally) warm you up.  Sharon Bremner, 
R6 mum, has organised a fantastic Tropic Skincare Hamper for us to raffle.  Please pop into the 
school office and purchase a square or two to be in with a chance of winning this fantastic 
prize of award winning products. 
 
The raffle squares are available to buy now at £2 each and will be on sale throughout next 
week too. 
 
Bunny Breakfast 
The kitchen gods looked down kindly on us and we were granted the use of the Dining Hall by 
the lovely Mr Alan Greene to host our Easter Bunny Breakfast next week. PTA parents have 
been busy sourcing Easter Décor (not as easy as you might think, shops are already focussing 
on the next holiday…Halloween, Christmas?) and encouraging other parents to get involved.  
We can’t wait to have fun with the Junior school next Thursday and especially to see them 
hopping around the grounds in search of the Bunny’s Easter basket. 
 
£3 per child – we hope you are all happy to help us fundraise a little for the Junior School 
and would appreciate the money being left into your child’s form teacher as soon as 
possible.  Thank you! 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Easter Bunny Breakfast – Thursday 11th April – Early Years & Upper Juniors 
 
Carol Thompson 
PTA Chairperson 
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