
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

12 June 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 

http://www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar
http://www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar
http://www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar


Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Life goes on: As another week at the virtual chalk face draws to a close (and we approach the end of 

what must be one of the strangest school terms ever), it seems reasonable to suspect that we may in 

the future look back on this period and define it as time lost, or experiences missed. On the other 

hand, in years to come we may instead reflect on just what we were able to achieve and it might be 

that the future story of the Summer Term 2020 will be about all the things that we did manage to do, 

rather than what we didn’t. We might remember the challenges that we that we overcame and might 

even admit that the time spent with families and a chance to reflect on what is important was good for 

us. This will form part of my message at our upcoming virtual Speech Day, as well as laying out, as far 

as I can, what school will look like for our children in September. Watch this space. 

  

Notes on Former Pupils: I am further reminded that life goes on when news reaches me of the 

achievements of our Old Rockportians. Well done to OR Oliver Hastings who has completed his 

Master’s Degree at the University of Manchester and to OR Jodi McCollum, who takes one step 

closer to playing her part in perpetuating that McCollum family dynasty as she begins post-graduate 

solicitor training at the legal institute in Liverpool.   

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 



General News 

 

Busy as ever! 

  

It's almost as if it's "business as usual" as we prepare for the usual end of term and end of school 

year events. Our "There but not There" Remembrance Trophy, presented by the Royal British 

Legion earlier in the year, stands in the Front Hall at school and every time I walk past it, I think 

about not only those whom it signifies who gave up their lives in service to their country, but I am 

also reminded of the fact that our pupils and teachers are "there but not there" as virtual 

schooling continues. Well done to everyone who is continuing to engage with our online classes 

and virtual lessons. It would be very easy to allow attendance and engagement to slip as we 

approach the end of term, but teaching will continue until the end, so please don't allow yourself 

to "fade away"! 

  

Two of our key events coming up, in alternative formats this year, are Sports Day (18th June at 

2.30pm) and Speech Day (26th June at 11.00am). You will be sent links to access the live videos 

for both events just before they are scheduled to take place. You're in for a treat with both! I've 

had a sneak peek and it's definitely worth joining us for them! 

  

Also, as we head towards the end of term, we would like to collect in textbooks from all students 

from R5 to R14. During the last week of term, from Monday 22nd June to Friday 26th June, Miss 

Holland's Room, Lower New Beatty, will be open each day, so that students can drop books off 

and sign them back into school. A sign-in sheet will be available for each subject in the classroom, 

so please do sign in the name of the book which you are returning and ensure that you print your 

name carefully alongside, so that we can check them off our lists. This will allow us time to 

sanitise and have the books ready for September use. Please do bear in mind that this is not a 

social visit to school; books should be dropped off and students should not hang around the 

campus, as we are still under strict instructions to ensure that the footfall on campus is minimised 

as much as possible.  

  

Thank you 

Mrs R Palmer 

Deputy Head 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

ROCKPORT SCHOOL ANNUAL SPORTS DAY (VIRTUAL)! 

 

ITINERARY 

 

Going live on Thursday 18th June, 2020 @ 2.30pm 

Link:  https://youtu.be/L0_CbrcXCjw 

  

Welcome - PE department 

Rolling slideshow of sports videos & photos. 

Annual review of sports from Games Captains 

Presentation of Prizes 

Address from Guest Speaker – Tom Reynolds. 

 

Tom Reynolds is an Old Rockportian and son of our own Mr Reynolds!  

In Athletics his main event was the Decathlon in which he represented Great Britain Juniors and 

he also took part as NI’s representative on BBC TV Sporting Competition ‘ Born To Win’. In 2010, 

when he was back living with his parents at Rockport, he earned a place on Team NI for the 

Commonwealth Games in Delhi, India where he finished in the top 10.  

 

Whilst studying at University, Tom coached a number of international athletes including Ben 

Reynolds and British Indoor Hurdles Champion Megan Marrs prior to starting as ‘Talent 

Development Coach’ at Athletics NI in 2014. His role now is ‘Athlete Development Lead’ which 

includes being a coach for Team NI at Commonwealth Games as well as leading training camps 

with our top athletes in various countries across Europe, USA and the Middle East. He is also a 

Team Coach for Great Britain at European Youth and European Cup level. 

  

Final address – Mr George Vance, Headmaster. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/L0_CbrcXCjw


H.E. 

 

Brownies this week from Miss McConaghy and her team! 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Early Years  

 
The children in the Early Years continue to work hard at home and we are incredibly proud of them. 

Here's some of the things they've been getting up to this week!  

 

Playgroup have been working on colour recognition and were challenged to sort duplo blocks into 

colour groups and they used cotton wool and clothes pegs to paint a summer pictures using their 

favourite colours. Children in Reception have been using salt trays (made by Mrs Allen) to work on 

pre-writing skills, letter recognition and formation. R1 have been working on subtraction using a 

number line and investigating symmetry, as well as working on High Frequency words and writing 

for a purpose. R2 have been getting creative by making their own Tea Shop at home. They have 

been working on number problems during their live lessons. R3 have been learning about 

contractions and apostrophes and are impressing their teacher by subtracting with exchange! R4 

have been writing speeches to mark the end of their time in Early Years, as well as, investigating 

direction and creating their own board games!  

 

Another busy week in our virtual classrooms! Well done boys and girls! 


