
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

22 May 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Education, Right or Privilege: No one likes to be taken for granted (and it’s a universal truth 

that all children take their parents for granted) but I was consoled once when I read someone 

describe it as an ‘unpleasant but sincere form of praise’. If this global emergency teaches us 

anything, it is that the things that we took for granted that are often the things we miss the most. 

In 2014, at the Round Square International Conference in The King’s Academy, Madaba, Jordan, a 

23 year old Afghani girl called Shabana Basij-Rasikh gave the keynote speech to our student 

delegates and teachers about her experiences of growing up in Kabul during the Taliban regime. 

Forcibly evicted from her school at gunpoint along with all the other girls, she saw her dream of 

one day becoming a teacher shattered in that instant. Girls were not worthy, only boys would 

receive an education in the Islamist fundamentalist utopia. Shabana further described to us how 

the Talibs would man the school gates and patrol daily the streets, beating with sticks any girl who 

dared to venture outside. That night, she cropped her hair with shears and the next morning went 

to school dressed as a boy. Her teachers and fellow pupils conspired with her to keep her secret 

and she and they both risked their lives in order to give her education she craved. She would go 

on to achieve her dream of becoming a teacher and today, in a liberated Afghanistan, Shabana is 

a Principal of a boarding school in Kabul, a school for girls.  

That evening in Madaba I heard Mrs Palmer ask two of our R12 girls how they were getting on. 

‘That was life-changing.’ one said. ‘I learned today that education is a privilege, not a right.’ said 

the other.  

  

Quote of The Week: (100 years ago...) 

  

If there were no schools to take the children away from home part of the time, the insane asylums 

would be filled with Mothers [Edgar Watson Howe, 1920] 

  

George Vance 

Headmaster 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



General News  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 25th May - Bank Holiday 

A reminder that no classes will be held. 

 

A Reminder: to those parents who wish to pay their fees in advance for next year and take 

advantage of the 5% discount on fees approved by Governors last week. For more information please 

call the Bursar or email her at schooloffice@rockportschool.com 

 

School Exams - Tuesday 26th to Friday 29th May - R5 to R11 

 

Please be aware that end of year assessments are scheduled to take place in most subjects between 

Tuesday and Friday of this incoming week. As I mentioned previously, these tests will have a very 

different format to our usual one-hour long, formal written exam. With that in mind, please ensure 

that students all have access to a printer in order to print papers off if required. Students will also be 

required to upload work to teachers immediately following testing for marking and recording, so 

please make sure that your son/daughter is "au fait" with how to carry out this function on google 

classroom.  

 

In some cases, teachers may email papers to students' Rockport email accounts. Students will need to 

log into their school account using their school username and password, in order to access the papers. 

If anyone is unsure of their username or password, they should contact Mr Smith 

ssmith@rockportschool.com to have their password reset.  

 

Feedback and Reporting 

 

Following completion of these assessments, teachers will begin the process of marking and collating 

feedback for the students, as well as completion of end of year reports, which will reflect upon effort 

and attainment over the course of the academic year. If, for any reason, a student does not complete 

a paper in a subject, that student will receive N/A on their report in the result space. Results will be 

issued to students by individual teachers as and when papers are marked and reports will be sent out 

at the very end of term.  
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Mental Health and Well-being 

 

As I mention most weeks in the newsletter, caring for your son/daughter's mental health and well-

being is among our primary concerns. As time marches on and as our young people become more 

fatigued with online learning, engagement in the virtual classroom may be somewhat tiresome. If you 

have any concerns about your son/daughter's ability to cope with online learning, please do get in 

touch to discuss; we are committed to being flexible in our approach to the individual needs of each 

student.  

 

However, that being said, I have been reminded over the recent weeks, as I have joined virtual form 

classes each morning, that our students are incredibly resilient and it is to their credit that they have 

adapted and embraced this new way of working in such a successful and meaningful way, which has 

meant that learning continues apace! Well done to you all! 

 

Mrs Rhonda D Palmer 

 

R7 Sleep over – virtually of course!  

 
 
The R7s aren’t letting lockdown dampen their spirits and 

decided to have themselves a virtual online 'sleepover’ 

last Saturday night. 

 

The class joined together and held quizzes, watched 

videos, did some gaming as well as chatting with their 

friends and enjoying lots of their favourite treats! 

 

Apparently the fun continued in full flow until 3am – not 

much different to a real life sleep over then! 

 

C Reid  



Sixth Form  

 

Transition to A2 

 

Many thanks to our A level teachers for their continued hard work with our Year 13 group.  I am 

hearing very positive reports back from pupils and staff about their continued effort in all classes.  It 

is difficult for pupils to remain engaged but thankfully they have all been focused and realise the 

importance of continued hard work in preparation for next year.  

 

UCAS Personal Statements 

 

Thanks to those Year 13 pupils that have emailed a copy of their first draft personal statements to 

both Mrs Crowther and myself.  There's still a few outstanding, can pupils send these through 

before Friday 29th May.  

 

All year 13 pupils are encouraged to register on the UCAS application form and start to fill in their 

details. Mrs McBride will be running a UCAS Meet session on Tuesday 26th May from 1 pm - 1.30 

pm to answer any questions. 

 

Heather McBride 

Head of Sixth Form 



Music & Drama 

 

 

OR Turlough Convery in award winning BBC drama 'Killing Eve‘ 

 

Fans (I'm obsessed!) of the award winning BBC drama series 'Killing Eve' will hopefully have spotted 

our very own home grown talent, Old Rockportian Turlough Convery, in the latest third series. He 

joins the critically acclaimed cast in the role of Bear. Turlough has had huge success since Rockport, 

starring in 'My Mad Fat Diary', 'Sanditon', 'River' 'Poldark', TV mini series 'Les Miserables' and the film 

'Ready Player One'. The Drama department are extremely proud of Turlough and look forward to his 

continued success on screen.   

 

Melanie Carr - Teacher in Charge of Music and Drama 

 

'Move over Hollywood, R8 are in town!’ 

 

This week, stars have been born at Rockport, as R8 pupils took 

to the 'virtual screen' in drama class to perform scenes from their 

favourite movies. From 'Bee Movie' to 'Harry Potter', 'Avengers 

End Game' to 'The Simpsons', 'The Lion King' to 'Up', 'James 

Bond Skyfall' to 'Wonder', every genre was covered! Each and 

every pupil not only performed with great characterisation, 

developing their vocal skills in accents, but also had an hour of 

fun and entertainment, encouraging and applauding their peers 

every step of the way. We even had a prop in the form of Niamh 

Devlin's newly acquired and very cute pup, who starred as 

Simba! Fantastic work R8! I am proud of you all.  



Art 

 

Pupils continue to express their creativity during remote learning. Grace Foord in R5 took this lovely 

photograph of Donaghadee lighthouse in response to the them of "Reflections", an unusual way to 

frame a very familiar landmark! GCSE pupils also continue to work on coursework and Fatima Mtierek 

in R11 produced this stunning pencil still life exploring the idea of cosmetics - beautiful work. R8 have 

been investigating the visual spectacle that is "The Circus" and Ellie Russell made this charming 

colour pencil illustration of a clown. Great work all round, well done! 

 

D Hamilton 



Early Years  

 

The boys and girls in R1 have been working really hard at home; writing for different purposes; 

working on their phonics; finding fun ways to add and take away; learning about 3D shapes; finding 

out about bugs...and much more! I am so proud of you all. Well done boys and girls! 

 

L Athanasiou 

Head of Early Years 


