
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

15 May 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Remote Learning: There’s a clue in the name. Working at home, alone, in front of a screen 

might be working well for us at the moment, but it is not ‘the new normal’ and will never be more 

than a mere temporary means to an end. As I said before Easter, schools are not about to be 

replaced by computers anytime soon. That said, I am very glad and grateful to all concerned that 

we did put in all that effort in March in order to enable a full-programme of online teaching and 

learning right from the get-go; because to delay, or to offer a piecemeal service for some subjects 

only at certain times would have made it much more difficult to coordinate and to deliver, as well 

as confusing for children and parents. 

But as we approach mid-term in the final term it is also clear that the novelty of online learning 

may be beginning to wear off for one or two of our teenage students. This combined with the 

more familiar mid-term blues and end-of-year fatigue which traditionally affect teenagers at this 

time every year will need to be managed – albeit remotely as well. Elsewhere in this Newsletter 

Mrs Palmer will ask for you to feed back to Form Teachers in order to help us get the balance right 

- but rest assured we will keep our resolve and keep doing what we are doing, including tailoring 

what we do, in the best interests of every child and young person.  

  

Poundstretcher: It’s that time of year when the Bursar nobbles me to put something in the 

Newsletter about fees. She reminds me this morning that the Governors have agreed once again 

to offer a hefty discount to those parents who wish to pay their fees in advance for next year. This 

helps the school as it provides the Bursar with funds over the summer months: a period when we 

purchase the bulk of our text books and materials for the academic year ahead. For more 

information and to take advantage of this offer please call the Bursar on 90428372 or email her at 

schooloffice@rockportschool.com 

 

George Vance 
Headmaster 
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General News  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Rhonda D Palmer 

Virtual Schooling 

 

It would be fair to say that the novelty factor of online schooling has worn off and that this new norm 

has become part of our everyday routine. The blurring of the lines between leaving school and going 

home have now become even fuzzier and even our teenagers are getting fed up with over-exposure to 

screen-time (who would have thought it?!) 

 

As I have said before, mental health and emotional well-being are paramount for every student and, 

without these, proper learning cannot take place. Please do liaise with form teachers if you feel that 

your son/daughter needs some help with academic matters, or, if they need to have a pastoral chat 

with someone, I am happy to arrange a "Meet" with any pupil at a mutually convenient time. Please 

contact me on my email to arrange - rpalmer@rockportschool.com 

 

School Exams R5 - R11 

 

Never before have we had to navigate the path of school exams being taken remotely and, as a result, 

we have had to be flexible in our thinking regarding our expectations of the students at this time. 

Revision week has been scheduled for Monday 18th to Friday 22nd May, with most exams starting on 

Tuesday 26th May (Monday 25th is a Bank Holiday). 

 

Exams will take place in many formats this year and, in most cases, will not be the usual one-hour 

long paper to be completed under exam conditions. However, please be aware that it would be wise to 

have plenty of ink in your printers, as it is much easier to complete a test on paper and take a photo 

to upload and return for marking, rather than trying to work from a computer screen. Please also 

ensure that your son/daughter is completing tests under test conditions, without any external help or 

assistance, except for that permitted by the teacher, as specified on the paper.  

 

If you have any queries about tests in certain subjects, it is a good idea to get in touch with the 

teacher in advance via email as they will be able to clarify what will be required. 

 

Please do ensure that all tests are completed and returned to teachers in a timely fashion for marking. 
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English  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Rockport School's Wider Skills R12 

group started this week. The aim of 

the group is to give the R12 

students opportunities to develop 

their communication skills and some 

career path planning. 

 

Presentation by Harriet Lovatt. 

HE  

More brilliant practical work this week from Year 10 for their summer assessments. 

Sweet chilli chicken and rice , chocolate brownies with whipped cream and chocolate dipped 

strawberries from Katie Calvert, cupcakes from Hollie Webb and Thai Chicken Curry from Naoise 

MCDevitt. Yummmmm!  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

This week, the students produced a presentation on their experiences and thoughts about their 

Lockdown experience so far. I really enjoyed hearing their voices again and listening to their viewpoints. 

They shared intelligent and sensitive insights about the recent global events.  

Mrs A Walker 

Teacher of English 

 

Music & Drama 

 

Well done to Myles Wilson , R10, who gave an accordion recital on Google Meet. The class have been 

studying Irish Traditional music, and this tied in with our lesson today. Super job Myles.  

The show must go on, even online, and R8-10'S have certainly made sure this has happened. Every 

class has had the chance to perform for their peers in drama with monologues, duologues and scripted 

scenes. This has been very entertaining. Well done to all of you.   

M Carr - Teacher in Charge of Music and Drama 



Poetry by R3 

 



PE Department 

 

Exciting news!!! 

 

The PE Department has been working hard to keep sports as ‘normal’ as possible covering the main 

sports we would have been enjoying this summer term ie athletics, tennis and cricket. I have been 

delighted with the pupils’ enthusiasm and how well they have fully engaged in the competitive 

element of the challenges! In ‘normal’ circumstances the pupils would be preparing for the popular 

annual Sports Day & Presentation of Prizes’ during which they can showcase their talents and 

commitment to sport.  

Is this no longer possible? Wait a minute – yes it is!!!  

 

A ‘Virtual Sports Day’ WILL take place on Thursday 18th June and the pupils have been competing 

‘virtually’ already to make this happen!!! 

This should be an exciting, albeit different experience! Knowing that this is happening has given our 

pupils a real focus on developing their skills and pushing themselves to reach their potential. 

The format & timings will be announced in the weeks to come but to give you a flavour of the day:  

  

Review of all sports throughout the year from the Games Captains. 

Action and images from the pupils in all sports. 

Action from athletics’ finalists. 

Guest Speaker Address  

Prize-giving of all sports prizes.  

  

Of course, Sports Day would not be complete without: 

  

Mums’ & Dads’ Races & Inter-House Tug o’ War! 

  

Parent alert!!!!!!!!!    

Entries for the races are now open – please email gholland@rockportschool to get your 

name down!!! 

  

Plans are in place for all of this to happen so please keep your eye on the Newsletter and our Social 

media!!!!!     Have a great weekend – parents get your trainers out!!!!! 


