
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

31st January 2020 

Date Time Event 

Saturday 1st Feb 10:30-12 noon Open Day  

Monday 3rd Feb All week Early Years Parent Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday  5th Feb 1-4pm Upper Juniors to MAC Theatre 

Friday 14th February  3pm School finishes for Half term 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 

http://www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar
http://www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar
http://www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar


Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Democracy in Action:  

 

Open Morning Tomorrow: The children will by now have received instructions from their 

teachers as to what to do tomorrow morning at our second open day of the year. This event is 

traditionally planned to come hard on the heels of the AQE and GL results last weekend and will 

therefore attract interest from the parents of children currently in P7. That said, tomorrow we will 

also welcome and cater for other families interested in entering the school in the Pre-School and 

R1, in 6th Form, and all points in between. 

 

If you know of any interested families please do invite (or accompany them) for a coffee in the 

Old Library at around 1030, where there will be refreshments available for the children as well.  

The event concludes with a presentation in the Centenary Building at 1200. 

 

Testing, Testing: On the subject of, I have spoken to our R7 children in school already but they 

really do deserve a tremendous amount of credit for the amount of sustained effort and hard work 

put in over the past 12 months, both in and out of school, including at weekends and over the 

holidays, in preparation for both the AQE and GL tests. We will not be tempted to relax our efforts 

from here on in, however, as we continue to work hard in R7 receiving a complete, rounded 

education. 

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 



General News 

 

We received this lovely letter from Jenne who attended our Christmas Carol service.  

 

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

 

 

 



In line with our efforts to reduce the use of plastic in the school, please note that from now on the 

tuck shop will no longer sell plastic bottles. Pupils are free to bring their own reusable bottle from 

home and fill it from the water dispensers, or Rockport water bottles can be bought from the tuck 

shop and uniform shop for £3.50. 

 

Uniform 

 

Please be reminded that the uniform shop holds stock of just some of the items required, as well 

as items that can be purchased second hand.  

 

Our official uniform stockists, Warnocks, have recently updated their website and uniform can be 

viewed via the links below (and through the Rockport website here) 

 

Early Years and Upper Juniors 

Senior School  

 

For any uniform queries please contact us in the School Office. 

 

Babysitting service 

 

Grace Ross, one of our new Rockport Gappers is available for Babysitting. Please contact Grace 

directly on 07861102921. 

 

Learning in action!  

 

R10 pupil Naoise McDevitt recently had the 

opportunity to attend a talk at Queen’s University 

Belfast where the guest speaker was Michel Barnier.  

 

Naoise was fortunate to meet and chat with Michel 

Barnier and former Taoiseach Bertie Ahern.  

 

http://www.rockportschool.com/uniform
https://warnocks.co.uk/your_school_uniform/primary_and_prep_schools/rockport_early_years_and_junior_schools/
https://warnocks.co.uk/your_school_uniform/grammar_and_high_schools/rockport_senior_school/


Boarding  

 

Our Boarders started the first session towards their  International English Language Testing 

System (IELTS) certificate last night. The IELTS  is a recognised qualification focused on the 

improvement of English language skills.  

 

Our students will be working conscientiously late into Monday evenings over the next few weeks before 

completing their assessment after the Easter holidays. We are sure they will all do brilliantly! 

 

Stephen Smith  

Head of Boarding 

 

 

 

  

Upper Juniors - Trip Reminder  

 

The Upper Juniors will be out at The Mac theatre on Wednesday afternoon to see a production of 

‘Under the Hawthorn Tree’. Each pupil may bring a small snack with them to eat during the 

performance. We will return to school before 4pm.  

 

Miss R Breen 

R5 Form Teacher  



Sport 
 
       

Squash  

Congratulations to sixth former Jack McGimpsey 

who participated in the Ulster Closed Squash 

Championships last weekend at Lisburn 

Racquets, and came fourth in the Boys Under 17 

competition. 

 

     

Trampolining  

Emily Jackson travelled to Newcastle Upon Tyne 

at the weekend to represent Rockport at the 

Northern UK Schools Trampoline 

Championships. Emily performed two excellent 

routines and finished 9th out of 29. Excellent 

result considering Emily has only taken up the 

sport since September. Well done!! 

Climbing  

Congratulations to Ruby Tolland, who recently 

competed in another climbing competition. Ruby 

was very successful, placing fourth overall  and 

was the highest placed Northern Irish girl in the 

competition.  

 

 

 



PTA 

  

Happy New Year! 

 

It is very late saying it and I’ve been told bad form after a certain date BUT the PTA would like 

to say it anyway.  Happy New Year to you all and we hope that 2020 is a happy and healthy 

one. 

 

Last year we ended on a high like we always do with Santa visiting us and bringing lots of 

Christmas cheer and good wishes and I hope we enter 2020 with that continued good will. 

I certainly continued with the spirit of, well, at least distributing on returning to school.  When I 

told my youngest to make sure he brought home EVERYTHING from school at the end of term 

he didn’t disappoint.  It was just a shame that none of it was his!  First day back and I had to 

deliver clothing parcels to no less than 4 year groups…how is that even possible?  Had Mathew 

scoured the school grounds for random pieces of clothing that a child had maybe set down for a 

moment and thought to himself “yip, must lift that pair of short trousers that I don’t wear in 

R7”?? Eejit . 

 

Canvas Bags 

 

Before Christmas the junior school children drew colourful self-portraits which I had transferred 

onto a canvas shopping bag.  I ordered an extra 10 bags and have left them with Christine 

Hamill in the office if anyone wishes to purchase one.  Just £10 to have your little cherubs 

handiwork preserved and presented beautifully on a very useful bag forever . 

Thank you all for your continued support for all our efforts.  Together we raise much needed 

and appreciated funds for our school that benefit each and every child. 

  

Royal Marines @ Rockport 

 

On Wed 5th February Rockport pupils from R11 upwards will be 

participating in a Royal Marines Visibility team visit. This consists 

of: 

PT session:  circuit training with either just body weight or team 

equipment, i.e. Power bags, Kettle bells, Weighted dummy, cones 

etc.  

 

PLT/ leadership tasks: these are getting the group working 

together, how to build stretchers out of rope, Minefield using 

dummy and blindfolds, Memory game, etc.  

Finally basic military skills/teaches: these include, basic kit carried 

by Royal Marines i.e. rucksacks and helmet with fighting order, 

ration pack demo methods and aids to judging distance, why 

things are seen and an observation lane which teaches 

participants how to locate items and personnel.  

 

We look forward to a tough but rewarding day! 

Early Years 

 

Open Morning  

Saturday 1st February 

  

Don’t forget it’s Open Day tomorrow. It's from 10.30am-12pm. Children should meet in the Jackson 

Hall and wear everyday uniform.  

 

  

Lynn Athanasiou 

Head of Early Years 

 


