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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

It’s good to Share: Thanks to Mrs Dawn Toland for sharing our good practice by presenting to 

the Round Square European group of schools at the conference last Friday. In her presentation 

she described how we at Rockport planned and executed our four weekly efforts for four good 

causes, for our RS Service Project on the run up to Christmas. Later that day I met with the Heads 

of the European schools and was reminded of the therapeutic benefit in sharing experiences with 

others who might be in the same predicament as oneself (or who in many cases are worse off). It 

was certainly without any schadenfreude at all that we learned that some of our German friends 

had so many positive cases of the virus in boarding houses that they had hundreds of children 

staying in school throughout the Christmas holiday.  

 

Tomorrow Will be a Good Day: The words of the late Captain Sir Tom Moore might typify (and 

will certainly help to fix in our minds) the mind-set of that ‘greatest generation’ as they came 

through what was to be the greatest struggle of the last century. As we today continue to work 

through what might just be the greatest challenge of this one (let’s hope!), we are also wary of 

the demoralising effect of being over-optimistic, striving towards a series of ‘false dawns’, only to 

have those hopes dashed by a further lockdown.  

 

So it is with cautious optimism that we prepare for the school to return in nearly March whilst at 

the same time continuing to be prepared for every eventuality, just in case, with the wise words of 

another inspirational leader in mind:  

 

“You think you can see the light at the end of the tunnel, but it’s only some bloke with a torch 

bringing you more work” David Brent 

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

 

 



General News 

 

Feeling Fabulous in February 

Don’t forget to send us your “Fabulous in February” moments! I have attached the Action For 

Happiness calendar page for the month and the focus in it this month is on being friendly – what kind 

acts can you do for others, as these are what will make you feel better? Please send your ideas and 

pictures via email to ethompson@rockportschool.com 

Engagement in Remote Learning 

Once again, I must congratulate our students on their participation in online classes. I receive a daily 

attendance report for all students from R5-R14 and I am delighted with their continued engagement 

and motivation. I recognise how difficult it is to get yourself up and “switched on” for your first lesson 

every day and then to maintain that focus for the day, engaging in every lesson throughout until 

4.00pm. I know that it probably seems like a chore at the moment and you might well think about 

missing one or two lessons and hope no one will notice, but we will, and you will! Remember, the 

whole reason for persisting in our remote learning provision is to ensure that you are continuing to 

learn as you would in the actual classroom, so by attending and engaging every day, you will not be 

one of those students who will look back on the pandemic as the year when your education came to a 

standstill; instead you will continue to thrive and flourish. This is what sets you apart from your 

counterparts out there who don’t have the same drive, determination and resilience to succeed. So 

keep at it, keep up the good work and you will be sure to reap the rewards in the days and months to 

come. 

I must also pay tribute to all of the teachers who have been working so hard to ensure that you are 

engaged in your lessons; often working in isolation at their kitchen tables, it’s not easy for them to 

maintain focus and motivation either! We all became teachers because we like human interaction and 

suddenly that has been replaced by talking into a machine – entirely a different ball game!  

With another week to go until the end of this half-term, let’s see if we can have 100% engagement 

from everyone this week! Lessons finish on Friday 12th February at 2.50pm and resume on Monday 22nd 

February at 8.55am.  

GCSE, AS and A2 CCEA examinations – Summer 2021 

Yesterday I sent out some information to all parents of those students in Years 11-14 about CCEA plans 

for assessment for Summer 2021.  

 

mailto:ethompson@rockportschool.com


Please note that these arrangements only apply to CCEA (the other examination boards have yet to 

provide us with a detailed plan as to what they intend to happen with their grading systems).  

In summary, the documents which I sent you detail as follows: 

- Year 11 students will NOT receive any grades for modules this summer 

- Year 12, Year 13 and Year 14 students will receive Centre Determined Grades 

The Centre Determined Grades will be teacher-assessed grades, based on the evidenced standard at 

which each student is performing. These grades will be based on a wide range of evidence from our 

students including (but not limited to): 

- Coursework or Controlled Assessments  

- Practical Work 

- Class Tests 

- Mock Examinations 

- Practice exam questions 

- Extended essay 

- CCEA Assessment Resources 

All of this evidence will be collated for each student and may be requested by CCEA as evidence for the 

grades which we award. Therefore, it is vital that students continue to work to the best of their ability 

in all subject areas, as work which is currently being completed and indeed all future work to be 

completed between now and the end of the year will form a part of the portfolio of evidence of the 

grade which they earn. Teachers cannot and will not provide grades for which there is little or no 

evidence! 

The CCEA Assessment Resources will form part of this evidence and it would appear that these will be 

tests which will be sent to schools by CCEA, which will assess the units or components which the 

students have covered. The tests will be unseen, will be taken in a specified time frame between April 

and May and will be marked by the teachers here.  

Year 11 Entries for Summer 2021 GCSE examinations have now been withdrawn. Consequently the 

extras bill which you received last week for your Year 11 entries will be credited to your account for 

future use in next year’s examinations.  

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

 



Fabulous in February! 

 

Goodbye January, hello February! We know we’re not the only ones who were glad to say bye-bye to 

January and have kicked off February in style! 

 

Check out the calendar of actions that Mrs Palmer referred to in her information, a small something 

to do every day this month. Please do keep sending us through any of your photos and we’ll feature 

them in our montage. 



The boarders had a ‘Family Fortunes’ quiz, split into two teams to 

get their thinking caps on! The grand prize was………sweets! 

Mrs Palmer has been busy in the kitchen! 

Looks delicious  

Lily Thompson has been 

perfecting her nail-painting 

techniques!  

Lilly Bell has enjoyed 

playing with Mrs 

Hunt’s dog, Max!   

Mrs Hunt 

braved the icy 

elements for a 

fresh-water 

dip!  



What could be more heart-warming 

than receiving a poem from a friend?! 

Brilliant work from R4, we love it!  





R5 have been creating Art, based on a food theme during online 

learning. Inspired by the work of Giuseppe Arcimboldo, the pupils 

created their own portraits, both human and animal! James 

Brooks and Annabella Cole got creative will all kinds of items, 

whilst Daniel and Eric McBride made a lovely depiction of a 

family pet. Tillie Cunningham  went down the more traditional 

(and very healthy!) route with her coloured pencil drawing, 

entitled “Miss Fruity!” Well done to all the R5 pupils – I’m sure the 

food didn’t go to waste! 

 

D Hamilton 

Teacher of Art 



H.E 

 

Burgers on the menu this week! Everything from traditional beef, to haloumi and bean burgers – 

brilliant work!  

  

 

 



  

I do hope everyone has been able to take something from our Health & Wellbeing Pack and I must say 

I am delighted with the positive response from both pupils and parents. I would like to share some of 

those comments:  

Myla Parker R4 (photo)- "I have made my Mindfulness and Positivity Jars - it was fun!!" 

Hollie Harlen R10 - "'The Mindfulness Menu' was really relaxing - I felt so calm and I will certainly be 

doing it again!" 

Parent - "Absolutely amazing!! Can't wait to try it out with the kids - I feel a disco coming on!!!!" 

Parent - "Really brilliant ideas with great ways to keep mind and body well for all ages!! Loved it!“ 

 

By coincidence this also happens to be Children’s Mental Health Week supported by the Duchess of 

Cambridge. Rockport pupils have been learning all about this and trying out activities in LFLW. 

  

The campaign 'March for Mental Health' is plodding along but we really need to put all our efforts into 

this next week to reach our target. Mr Clark (Henry) needs to know the good work you are doing so 

please email him or post up on Google Classwork.  

  

All in all, we are hopefully keeping on top of our young people’s mental and physical health but are 

open to any comments or additional ideas in which we could further support you and your 

child/children at this time. 

  

G Holland 

Head of P.E. & Personal Development Faculty 

 



From sketching, exercising, creating / playing fun games and knowing how important it is to be 

positive, here are just some of the ways our pupils are looking after their well-being.  


