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Nov Time Event 
11th 10.45am Remembrance Service, Glencraig Parish Church 

11th 3.30pm Year 11 & 12 GCSE to A Level Parent and Pupil transition meeting 

11th 4.00pm – 
6.00pm 

Year 12, 13 & 14 Parent Teacher Meetings 

14th 2.30 Intermediate netball v Bloomfield Collegiate and Priory College @ 
Aurora 

16th GL Test 1 

   

Headmaster’s Headlines 
 
There But Not There: You are of course most welcome to 
attend our annual School Remembrance Service at Glencraig 
Parish Church on Monday at 1045, where this year’s address 
will be delivered by Robin Masefield CBE. A total of 23 
Rockportians made the ultimate sacrifice in the two World 
Wars and for us this is an important day in the school 
calendar. The more eagle-eyed amongst you may have noticed the addition of a There but Not There 
silhouetted ‘Garden Tommy’ figure at the front of school and wearing a poppy. It is our intention to acquire 
22 more of these to commemorate the lives of the 23 Rockport fallen by placing them in discreet locations 
around the school grounds. To that end, we are asking families or businesses who might wish to sponsor one 
or more (at £60 each) to contact me through the school office.  
 
Transfer Window:  Good luck to those R7 pupils who are  sitting the first of their AQE papers this weekend.   
Keep calm and carry on! 
 
George Vance 
Headmaster 
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GENERAL 

Remembrance Service 
All parents are invited to attend our annual Remembrance Service at Glencraig Parish Church on 
Monday 11th November. The service is due to start at 10.45am and will last approximately 30 minutes. 
You will be very welcome to come back to join Mr Vance in the Old Library for tea and coffee after the 
service. 
 
Please remember that all pupils from R5 to R14 are expected to attend and, as this is a formal event, 
pupils are expected to be in full school uniform (white shirt, blazer and tie). Pupils should also 
remember to bring a coat for the walk up to and back from church on Monday. 
 
 
GCSE to A Level Transition Meeting 
If your son or daughter is in Year 11 or Year 12, you are invited to attend a Transition Meeting, hosted 
by Mrs McBride, Head of 6th Form, on Monday 11th November. The meeting will take place at 3.30pm 
in the Centenary Studio, and will provide an insight into 6th Form at Rockport. 
 
 
Parent Teacher Meetings for R11-R14 
A reminder please that Parent-Teacher meetings have been arranged for those students and their 
parents who are in Years 11, 12, 13 and 14 on Monday 11th November from 4.00pm to 6.00pm in the 
Sports’ Hall. We expect all parents to attend, as this is an ideal opportunity to establish where your 
son/daughter is in terms of his/her academic achievement, at this critical stage in their education.  
 
Calendar 2020-2021 
A huge thank you to Mrs Salters and Mrs Wright who assisted our photographer, Mrs Nicola Ross, to 
pull together the photographs for the Calendar. There are only 1 or 2 slots left, if you wish to advertise 
your company in the calendar, at a cost of £50. Please contact Mrs Hamill for further details.  
 
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 
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GENERAL 

 
 
 

Year 11 & Year 12 A Level Options Meeting 
I would like to invite all parents of pupils in both year 11 and year 12 to our A Level options meeting, this 
will be held on Monday 11th November at 3.30 pm in the Centenary Studio.  Pupils are welcome to come 
along and discuss their A Level options and visit our sixth form centre.  Year 12 A level subject choices 
forms should be returned to Mrs. McBride by Friday 29th November. 
 
  
Sixth Form 
Parents of pupils in both Year 13 and Year 14 are invited to the parent / teacher consultations on Monday 
11th November from 4 – 6 pm in the Sports Hall.  I encourage all parents to plan to attend these meetings 
with individual teachers to discuss progress and exam format for both the mocks and AS and A level 
exams. 
 
Heather McBride 
Head of Sixth Form 
 
 
R11 – 14 Mock Exams 9 – 13th December 
 
Attached is the timetable for the R11 – 14 Mocks. 
R11s will have a Mock in a subject in which they have a Module in May / June. All Year 11s will return to 
class on Wednesday 11th December except for Child Development pupils who will return after their final 
exam. 
R12s will be out of class from MONDAY 9th – FRIDAY 13th Dec. Note that ONLY R12 Further Maths Pupils 
will be out of class on Friday 6th December.  
R13s will return to class on Thursday 12th December 
R14s will return to class on Wednesday 11th December. 
 
Pupils may come into school at the time they have an exam. However, should they have an exam in both 
the morning session and the afternoon session then they must stay in school where they will be in a 
supervised revision session. 
Any queries please contact creid@rockportschool.com 
 
Colin Reid 
 
 
Holywood Music Festival – 21/11/19 – 27/11/19 
Timetable is now on the Festival website.  All children to have music files and music for each event they 
are participating in.  www.holywoodmusicfestival.com 
 
Childminder/Babysitter 
Hello, my name is Hannah Garven.  I am the Australian gap student at Rockport School.  I am an 
experienced and reliable childminder/babysitter.  Please contact me on 077 0758 8230 if I can be of 
assistance.  Reasonable rates charged. 

mailto:info@rockportschool.com
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EARLY YEARS 

Earth Week 
11th-15th November 2019 
 
We are excited for our very first Earth Week next week. A reminder that children should come to school in 
their Games Kit everyday next week. We don’t plan to let cold weather and rain stop us so children must be 
prepared for all weather conditions. They should bring their school coat, hat, scarf and gloves, wellington 
boots and waterproof trousers. There will be no Games, Golf or Swimming. The cost for the week is £15 and 
will be billed to your account. 
 
Don’t forget - we are gathering coloured tops for an art project . They should be brought to class teachers. 
 
As usual, we will be documenting our week on our Facebook page – Early Years at Rockport. We hope you 
will follow along! 
 
Mrs L Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 
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PUPIL ACHIEVEMENTS 

 
 

Swimming News 
 
Good Luck to R10 student Samuel Wright who will be 
competing in the Ulster Championships next weekend! 
We can’t wait to hear about your success! Samuel is 
pictured in his Northern Irish tracksuit when he attended 
a training camp over the half term break. 
 
Victoria Carson 
Teacher in Charge of Science 

 

Anaya Weatherburn McGuire (R8) won such an 
impressive array of trophies in Mayo over half term at a 
dancing competition. These were for DOTY (Dancer of 
the Year), SOBY (slow dancer of the year), 1st in slow, 1st 
in freestyle, two 1sts in all round and a 2nd in trio. Well 
done Anaya and keep dancing!  

Well done to R12 student, Harriett Lovatt, who recently exhibited great tenacity, endurance and 
teamwork during the Belfast Tattoo, where her drumming prowess shone! For a flavour of her 
exceptional talent, please click on the following link:   
 
https://youtu.be/6_9h6O3kPxo 
 
 
 
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 
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PTA 

 
 

I Was Only Just Told… 
 
These words are probably THE most irritating words a child can utter as they get ready for bed, especially 
when it applies to needing something for school the next morning. That and the words “I’m in a match,” 
Fortnite parents will understand:/  So this week it was H.E. ingredients required.  Late last night my Year 8 
child uttered the words “Oh I’ve just been told I need ingredients for a fruit salad tomorrow morning.” 
Yeah, just been told?  So, what, Ms McConaghy is sitting at home on a Thursday evening and just fancies 
doing a fruit salad the next day? Eh no I don’t think so.   
 
My mind does a mental check of my cupboards; I know there’s a tin of peach slices circa 2008 in there, 
maybe even pear halves, but that’s about it.  Bananas don’t go well in a fruit salad and I had just thrown 
out the dried up mandarin oranges. AAAAGH! I ask him to send me the information from his Google 
homework (must start looking on this myself). Peter sends me the screenshot, from Helen McConaghy 18 
Oct.  As my husband would say “All that money on education and no wit.”  That’s my son; he doesn’t even 
think to doctor the document to back himself up .  I suppose that’s a good thing?   
 
 
Thanksgiving Dinner – Thursday 28th November – 5.30pm – Dining Hall 
 
This noisy, slightly crazy event is a must for all children and family.  The Junior school will have gone to a 
lot of trouble creating pictures and pieces of writing to decorate the Dining Hall and the children love to 
show off their work.  It’s not just for the Junior school though, we love to see the older children too! 
 
Please put your name down as soon as possible if you wish to have the best school dinner EVER!  Honestly 
it really is plus you get to feel nostalgic as you queue up for it . It is great craic and bonkers and the best 
Rockport family get together. The evening is simply a coming together to appreciate what we have.  I 
encourage ALL parents to attend to get a feel for  
 
In previous years parents have kindly baked or chilled puddings, traybakes and cupcakes for us to enjoy.  
If you’re feeling a little bit like a star baker or channelling Nigella please let us know by dropping a line to 
pta@rockportschool.com  
 
Adults - £15  
Children £7 
 
The fireworks display will follow Thanksgiving Dinner…what a night!! 
 
 
We say it a lot and we MEAN it, we are continuously grateful for the help and encouragement we receive 
from you, our children and our staff. Without YOUR support we would not be able to fundraise for much 
needed equipment for school. 
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