
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

20 March 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Supporting Our Key Workers: As you know, school will be closed to pupils from Monday 23 

March, and the Department of Education (amongst others) is happily predicting that all schools 

will remain closed until September. However, I have posted elsewhere a letter to parents, offering 

our practical support to those of you who are in the front line during these difficult times by 

keeping the school open to your children. If you wish to avail of this service please read that letter 

and then contact the office.    

  

NOT the Last Newsletter: in fact there will be one next week. Life goes on, and as ever, we are 

keen to celebrate achievement of our children and young people, so please send in your good 

news stories to share with the school community. Our teachers will also share with you their 

examples of best practice in online learning on these pages in the coming weeks. 

Those weeks will bring challenges but I am reminded that, like the Open University, the school is 

not just about the place, the bricks and mortar but a much more ephemeral and less literal entity; 

a community of people and therefore much more than a physical institution (heavy stuff for a 

Friday, I know). We ARE the school. And next week our school will be once again in session, rolls 

will be called, lessons taught and preps set, but instead of being here we will scattered to the four 

winds, joined only by fine threads of digital communication (fingers crossed) as we embark on a 

new journey of exploration in teaching and learning.   

Few people can remember a time like this but more than a century of tradition and values have 

been woven and folded into the fabric of our school and it will take more to unpick that fabric than 

this. This may be a time when we need to focus on the science and the facts and our thinking 

lately has been dominated by technology, lists and logistics but I suspect we might look back on it 

someday as being a time of deep humanity when we helped to guide the next generation to play 

their part in a crisis that will one day pass.  

And at the end of what has been another tumultuous week we spare a thought for those senior 

students who today have realised that this might just be their last day at school. Indeed, I have 

spent the morning telling them that it isn’t. Someday soon we will all reconvene, and sing Auld 

Lang Syne on the front lawn as is our tradition.  

 

George Vance 
Headmaster 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



General News 

 

Remote Teaching 

As we begin remote teaching from Monday 23rd March, our teachers are all set to start lessons 

from 0855 with all classes. Please ensure that your son/daughter does the following: 

  

Spend the weekend getting your desk established at home, with all of your books and equipment 

to hand, so that you don’t have to leave the virtual classroom once the lesson starts. 

Get up and be ready for “remote school” starting at 0855 as lessons will start regardless of 

whether you have signed in or not! 

Stick to your normal teaching timetable, so that you know who to connect with next. 

Ensure that you check in each period with each teacher as a register of attendance will be kept by 

teachers and forwarded to the school on a daily basis. 

Check your school emails on a regular basis, at least each morning and each evening, as this is 

how teachers will connect with you if they need you. 

Log in to Google Classroom daily, as all work will be uploaded there for all classes. You can also 

use Google Classroom to submit completed work, upload photos of worksheets to teachers or 

send queries to your teachers. 

Stay “on top” of your school work – teachers are not setting work just to keep you busy; this work 

is what you are missing in school for the remainder of the term, so it’s important that both school 

and homework are completed and submitted for marking and feedback. 

If you have any issues at all with accessing work, make sure that you let your teacher know via 

their school email, or by emailing the school office on schooloffice@rockportschool.com and they 

will pass the message on. 

  

Emotional Health and Wellbeing 

We all need routine and pattern to our lives and as we approach this new, unchartered territory, 

creating a routine is going to be vital. Make sure that you get yourself up, showered and dressed 

and ready to face the day ahead. Factor exercise and fresh air into your plan, if at all possible. 

Spend time doing things you enjoy which don’t involve sitting in front of a screen. Learn to do 

something new or find a new hobby. Keep in touch with family and friends via the multitude of 

apps available. Be helpful, kind and thoughtful and consider those who are in a much worse 

situation.  

 

 

 

mailto:schooloffice@rockportschool.com


Please see below from the Child Protection Support Services (CPSS). These helplines and webpages 

are available for young people and we encourage you to share them.  

Should you have any concerns regarding your child’s mental health or emotional wellbeing at this 

time, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us.  

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

 



Cottage pupils 

Cottage tuition will continue from Monday, March 23rd accessing remote learning (Google Meet). 

Please confirm that you are happy with this arrangement for the foreseeable future. 

Cottage staff will ensure that you have our individual passwords, and that the Cottage timetable 

will continue as normal. 

  

Celia McFarland 

SENCO- Learning Support Specialist 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Sixth Form  

 

Business Success 

Huge congratulations to our BTEC Business class in their 

achievement within one of their recent modules. I am 

really pleased with the full set of results among the 

group. This is proof that hard work pays off. Picture 

includes some of the Business Class.  

  

With the closure of school buildings it is important that pupils continue to work hard towards their 

academic development and prepare for all future exams, either postponed or otherwise. It is 

essential that all pupils keep in touch with each other and also with class teachers through google 

classroom, Meet, WhatsApp or email. Classes will continue as scheduled on these virtual 

classrooms, allowing them to continue with their education on a daily basis.   

 

Sixth form pupils are aware that they have to register with Mrs McBride at 8.45 am each day. 

This provides an opportunity to prepare for the day and discuss any problems or queries. We are 

all available and want our students to look after their mental health in the following weeks. 

  

We endeavour to provide continued enrichment programmes, albeit through our virtual learning 

channels. 

 

Heather McBride 

Head of Sixth Form  

 



    

PE update  

 

When pupils are timetabled for PE they can either take part in the fun  & fitness scheme or other 

exercises/activities and have been asked to send videos and photos to keep us informed. 

 
Here is Arielle (R6 ) enjoying her PE lesson whilst practising social distancing with her pony! 

 

G Holland 

Head of PE  

 


