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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Not the New Normal: As I keep saying, this online learning thing might be great but I don’t 

think we are going to sell off school buildings and move to a permanent diet of remote learning 

anytime soon. Sincere thanks to all of our teachers, parents and pupils this week for overcoming 

another hurdle and (mostly) winning the battle with the technology.  

  

Timely Half Term: Even though the boarding staff and most of our boarders will be here next 

week, the half-term break does give us the chance to hit the reset button and to get everyone 

back, ready for the second half. Looking forward, hard on the heels of our return we have a 

school Open Week as well as our annual Remembrance event. Have a lovely half-term, stay safe 

and I will see you all, bright and breezy on the morning of Monday 2 November. 

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

 

General News 

 

Remote Learning 

Thank you to staff, students and parents for once again facilitating a week of online learning. The 

novelty factor has definitely worn off and it’s not an easy task, but providing online lessons to 

ensure that our students don’t lose out on teaching time has been our focus this week and we’re 

thankful for all of those who made this happen. 

  

Covid Safety over half-term break 

A reminder please, to our young people to maintain social distance and avoid socialising over half-

term break, in order to minimise risk. The purpose of the circuit-breaker in Northern Ireland is to 

reduce the R-rate of Covid -19 and that will only be achieved if we all play our part in protecting 

ourselves and each other. Our international Boarders have not had the opportunity to return home 

to their families and will be spending the half-term break in school, so we all have a duty to 

ensure that their adherence to the guidelines is respected during this break. Thank you to the 

Boarding staff who will be on duty during the half-term break and who will be providing a range of 

activities for our overseas students. 

 

 



Returning to School 

Please bear in mind that the same rules apply to our students regarding returning to school on 2nd 

November: 

Any student displaying Covid symptoms should not return to school and parents should contact the 

school office to make us aware of the situation.  

Some students and their families may be travelling over the half-term break; if this is the case we 

ask that families do adhere to the PHA guidelines in terms of returning to Northern Ireland and any 

quarantine impositions which are stipulated. 

  

Thank you and have a lovely Half-Term 

 

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 

 

  

 

 
Sixth Form 

  

Well done to our pupils for working hard throughout our online learning week, we realise this is a 

difficult time but each of you have demonstrated maturity.  Your teachers are all pleased with your 

efforts and commitment to each of your courses.  I hope you all enjoy your half-term week and we 

hope you will return to school well rested for the new term ahead. 

  

Can I also ask, those pupils studying Business Studies and Travel & Tourism, please continue to 

revise for the BTEC external examinations in January 2021. 

  

Heather McBride 

Head of Sixth Form 



Lockdown hasn't stopped our Dance Team! 

  

This has been a crazy week for all of our students reverting back to online learning. However, this 

didn't stop our new dance team from continuing on with our weekly practice. The students logged on 

virtually and we carried out our lesson and stretches remotely after school. We are so proud of our 

dancers and their enthusiasm to continue dancing, regardless of the situation. It has shown us yet 

again how tenacious our students are. 

  

Well done dancers and have a great half term!  

Miss Rice and Miss Close 

  

And R8H enjoying Miss Carr’s spooky Halloween 

music class!  



H.E. 

 

It just wouldn’t be the same without some H.E. practical snaps, under the expert guidance of Miss 

McConaghy. Delicious!   

How fab does this curry from Charlotte look?  

 

Chocolate orange cheesecakes from Kirsten and Malteaser from Alex Watson, as well as  

Poppy Monahan-Packam, who although had a bit of a mishap with whipped cream and the 

blender, managed to deliver this Oreo cheesecake as well as Oliver Tweed.  

 
 



Boarding fun!  

 



Early Years  

 

You may have seen on our social media this week we were treated to story time, courtesy of 
Rockport Dad and author Oliver Jeffers. It really was a treat and we’re very grateful, the children 
loved it. 
 
Check out Alfie Lennon’s Halloween artwork (R3) and R1 & R4 having a spook-tacular time at their 
parties!  
 



Pumpkin fun!  
 
Thanks to everyone who  sent us snaps of their creative pumpkins! We LOVE them!  


