
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

13 March 2020 

Date Time Event 

Tuesday 17th March  11am Founder’s Day Cross Country 

Wednesday  18th March 9am onwards Class Photos 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Only One Headline This Week:  Following the news that Schools and other educational 

establishments in the Republic of Ireland have now closed as a response to the Coronavirus 

(Covid-19) outbreak, our parents, students and teachers are rightly concerned about what 

contingencies are in place for our children and young people, in the event that the same thing 

were to happen here. From the get-go, in what has been (and continues to be) a fluid and ever-

changing situation, our critical incident team have held daily meetings to put contingency plans in 

place.  Over several weeks these plans have evolved and developed to meet new challenges, 

including now this latest threat of school closure. All our contingency planning has been shaped 

and led by the advice we receive and follow from all relevant agencies including the Public Health 

Agency, the Department of Education, the Boarding Schools’ Association as well as adopting a 

unified approach with our friends and colleagues in the group of Northern Ireland boarding 

schools (BoardingNI).  

  

Firstly, our overarching priority in the event of any school closure will be to ensure that learning 

and teaching continues, not just for those pupils who are heading towards GCSE and A Level 

examinations but for every child in the school. To that end, much work has already been done in 

preparing the teaching and staff and equipping them with the tools to work remotely and some 

teachers have already prepared and sent home ‘just in case’ packs. We will continue to use some 

time in school each day to make sure we are ready to follow the normal school timetable as much 

as possible in the event that the children have to stay at home. You will find more detailed 

information later in this newsletter about the kind of educational technology we will employ if 

necessary.  

  

We will endeavour to make sure that your child is equipped with all the resources at home to 

continue with their education but you can help as well (for example, our GCSE and A Level 

students have been asked to ensure that they have access to a printer at home). In the event, 

teachers will be providing online teaching during normal school hours, they will continue to set 

work and to mark and feed back to all our students on a daily basis, just as if we were in school. 

As well as the teachers, the school management team, including the Bursar the administrative 

staff will remain contactable throughout. 

  

 

 

 

 



The process would undoubtedly differ greatly from subject to subject and according to the age 

and number of children but we remain confident that, with some creative thinking and with your 

cooperation, your child’s education could and should continue unabated. 

  

In terms of restrictions on school trips and large events both in and outside the school, we also 

continue to follow the advice to the letter and there is some further information below about the 

postponement or reorganisation of some upcoming school events.  

Finally, all of us in the school are acutely aware that this is proving to be a really challenging 

time for the whole school community, impossible as it is to predict what will happen next and 

where exactly all this is going. You should know that we do appreciate your support and 

understanding and will of course keep you informed as the situation develops.  

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 

Headmaster’s Headlines continued 



General News 

 

Teaching Contingency Arrangements for Years 8 -14  

In the event of school having to be closed, we have put in place plans to ensure  

that teaching and learning can continue as efficiently as possible in the interim.  

  

Teachers of those students from R8 to R14 have put in place plans to ensure that all students can 

continue to receive lessons. This has taken a variety of formats including students having already 

received all of the necessary materials for the forthcoming notes, email access to and from 

teachers for all students and access to Google Classroom.  

  

We have also recently implemented a plan whereby students can access teaching from home, in 

the situation where the school is closed. Teachers will be available at timetabled, scheduled times 

to deliver lessons to classes. Students have all been advised to download the HangoutsMeet app 

to their phones, tablets or laptops, so that they can join a virtual classroom and follow their 

timetable. The app icon looks like the image attached and is available on the AppStore for Apple 

and Android. Students should also ensure that important textbooks, files and other 

materials are not left in school but rather kept at home and brought in on a daily 

basis.  

  

All teachers are contactable via email, so please do not hesitate, if you are concerned about any 

issue of your son or daughter’s learning, to make contact with the teacher concerned.  

  

School Events  

We have, after much consideration, decided to postpone any non-essential school events for the 

next three weeks, given the current situation with the virus in Northern Ireland.  

To that end, please be advised that the Founder’s Day church service has been cancelled, 

although the Cross-Country event will still continue at school as planned.  

  

 

 



General News continued 

 

GCSE and A Level Exams 

  

Please be advised that, at the moment, advice from the examination boards is to continue with 

exam scheduling as normal. To that end, the planned GCSE components will go ahead as 

scheduled, unless otherwise notified: 

  

Thursday 19th March –   GCSE Drama Moderation (Tucker Hall) – 9.00am 

Monday 30th March –     GCSE Spanish Orals (New Beattie, KM’s room) – 9.00am  

Monday 30th March -      GCSE Business Studies Part B (Tucker Hall) – 11.00am 

Wednesday 1st April -     GCSE German Oral (RP’s Office) – 11.00am 

Wednesday 1st April -     GCSE Music Moderation (Centenary Studio) – 9.00am 

 

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

 

 

Class photographs 

Please note that class photographs will go ahead as planned on Wednesday (18th). 

Full formal school uniform should be worn. 

C Reid 

  

Well done! 

 

Congratulations to Ruby Tolland who took part in the 

National Bouldering competition last Saturday and took 4th 

place overall in Ireland!  

 

 



  

Early Years 

 

Easter Scheme 

  

We are planning  to run our Easter Scheme for the first three days of the Easter holiday – 6th – 8th 

April inclusive. It is open for children from Playgroup-R7. If you are interested in your child/children 

attending, please email me (lathanasiou@rockportschool.com) or speak to me directly. We will not 

ask for payment at this time but will await advice closer to the time as to whether the scheme will 

go ahead. We want to be prepared either way! 

  

  

Hat’s Off 

  

The boys and girls have been working really hard for their production of Hat’s Off which they were 

due to perform on Wednesday 1st April. Unfortunately, we have had to make the decision to 

postpone this event. However, we hope to find a later date when they can WOW us with their 

singing and dancing! 

  

R3 and R4 Swimming 

  

Swimming for R3 and R4 on Thursdays is cancelled for the foreseeable.  

 

Class Photographs 

Wednesday 18th March 2020 

  

It’s class photograph day on Wednesday. Playgroup/Reception should wear everyday uniform. R1-

R4 should wear formal uniform (white shirt, tie, blazer).  

 

Lynn Athanasiou 

Head of Early Years 
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