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Apr Time Event 

Easter Break Monday 15th April – 29th April incl. 

May Time Event 

Tue 30th 8.45 All Pupils Return 

Wed 1st 
 

15.30-18.00 Rockport Open Evening 

Fri 3rd 
 

15.30 R12 Study Leave Meeting 
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GENERAL 

  
R12 Study Leave Meeting 
R12 students and their parents are requested to attend a Study Leave meeting in the Centenary 
Studio on Friday 3rd May at 3.30pm. At this meeting, details will be issued regarding routine for 
coming to school for exams, study and routine during the forthcoming GCSE exams. 
  
GCSE and A Level Exams 
As we start the official GCSE and A Level calendar on 1st May, it is vitally important that all students 
check their timetables and ensure that they know where to be and when. If any student requires 
further information regarding timetables, please see Mrs Palmer as soon as possible. 
  
GCSE French and Spanish Orals 
GCSE French and Spanish Orals will take place on Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd May respectively. 
Pupils have already been informed and should spend the Easter break working on their oral 
questions/answers.   
R4 to Upper Juniors Transition Meeting 
The R4 to Upper Junior Transition Meeting has been rescheduled for Thursday 9th May at 3.30pm 
and will take place in the Centenary Studio. During this meeting, parents will have the opportunity 
to meet with the UJ teachers and hear about the school routine in R4-R7, including the many 
opportunities on offer for their children in the UJ part of the school. Useful information will also be 
presented regarding Assessment and the Transfer process. Please plan to attend. 
 
Summer Uniform 
Please remember summer uniform after Easter: white open neck short sleeve blouses for girls with 
blazers  (R8-R14) and white shirt, blazer and tie for boys (R8-R14). 
  
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 

School Fees 
For anyone who would like to avail of some discount on fees for next year by paying for the year in 
advance, please contact the school Bursar. 
  
The following discounts will be offered if paid by the dates below; 
  
By 25th May 2019 – 5% discount  
By 25th June 2019 – 2.5% discount 
 
Also, any outstanding fees for the summer term are due to be paid before returning on 30th April 
2019.  
 

Have a great Easter! 
Stephen Ballentine-Kearns 

Bursar 
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GENERAL (cont) 

Calling all Golfers!  
If you are interested in taking part in a Charity Golf Day 
at Edenmore Golf and Country Club to help raise funds 
for Women V Cancer.  Please read the poster attached. 
 
Lynn Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 

London Trip 
The remaining balance must be paid by Friday 3rd May. The balance can be paid as before, but 
please send an email to Miss Carson to confirm payment. If unsure of your final balance, please 
email Miss Carson: vcarson@rockportschool.com 
  
Victoria Carson 
R9C Form Teacher 
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GENERAL (cont) 

JDS Performance 
This year’s JDS  drama, “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” was performed to rapturous applause 
in the Tucker Hall on Wednesday night. There was an excellent turnout of family and friends and 
the pupils from R5, R6 and R7 acted their little socks off! Not only did the children learn their lines 
but they also produced all the fabulous artwork which transformed the stage into Willie Wonka’s 
sweet making factory. There were lots of hilarious moments and parents were heard to comment, 
“Best show yet!”  
  
Clare Neill 
R5 Form Teacher/French 
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GENERAL (cont) 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
Last week’s expedition was a great success despite the challenging weather! On the first day, 
with the exception of a brief hail storm, it thankfully stayed dry until the students were at camp 
with their tents up, but then the rain came in and did not stop until the Saturday morning! The 
student’s worked together to battle the elements and all completed their practice expedition. 
This was excellent preparation for their qualifying expeditions in June but there is still a lot of 
work to do! 
  
I would like to say a big thank you to Mr Clark and Miss Anker who have both put in a lot of time 
to help with the expeditions. 
  
After Easter, the Duke of Edinburgh club will run on Thursday lunchtimes. There will no longer be 
a regular after-school club, although we may do a one-off after-school closer to the expeditions. 
The students should still be working on completing their Physical, Volunteering and Skill sections 
in their own time. 
  
A reminder of the dates for the qualifying expeditions: 
Bronze: Monday 3rd – Tuesday 4th June 
Silver: Thursday 13th – Saturday 15th June 
  
Thank you for your continued support with 
 the Duke of Edinburgh award. 
  
Miss Sophie O’Hara 
Duke of Edinburgh Award leader 
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EARLY YEARS 

Holly, the dog whisperer 
Congratulations to Holly McFarland R4, who has gained 3rd Place 
in the Junior Dog Handling competition held recently at Mount 
Stewart. Holly has been training JD the Labradoodle for over a 
year and clearly all her efforts have paid off.  Well done Holly! 

Making a Splash! 
Well done to these R4 and R3 pupils who have been successful in passing Personal Survival 2.  
This award is a great achievement as our swimmers had to pass the test in clothing and were 
closely watched by our instructor.  It included treading water for two minutes with one arm out 
of the water, swimming 25 metres to a floating object, participating in a ‘HUDDLE’ for two 
minutes using any floating object for support, swimming 100 metres retaining a floating object, 
climbing out from water without using the steps or rail and answering three questions on 
when the skills learned might be used.  Our children did all of these challenging tasks and 
passed with flying colours.  The survival certificates will be handed out at final assembly in 
June.  Well done to all! 
 
Eunice McKerrow 
R4 Form Teacher 

Summer Uniform 
A reminder that children from Playgroup to R4 should return to school on Tuesday 30th April 
2019  in their summer uniform: 
 

Girls:   Summer dress, grey v-neck, plain white ankle socks and black shoes. 
Boys:   White polo shirt, grey v-neck, grey shorts, school socks and black shoes. 

  
Playgroup and Reception children wear green Rockport sweatshirts instead of grey v-neck. 
  
Lynn Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 
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UPPER JUNIORS 

Edinburgh 2019 
Well done to the 14 R7 pupils who recently returned from 4 memorable days in Edinburgh. They 
were quite literally on the go from morning ‘til night, visiting many famous places of interest and 
overcoming several challenging experiences – the biggest of which may well have been taking a 4 
day break from all social media. And guess what? They survived! 
A heartfelt ‘thank you’ to Mr Toland and Mrs Neill for helping to provide ‘round the clock’ care 
while we were away. 
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UPPER JUNIORS 

Cycling Proficiency Club – Summer Term 
The following R7s will be doing cycling proficiency next term. Thank you to all those who put their name 
down – another session for R5 and 6 will be run in the Autumn Term. 
  
Jamie Anderson-Orr 
Olivia Anderson-Orr                        
Alice Salters                                                                         
Teddy Geddis     
Peter Thompson               
Grace Hanna                                                                                                       
Connie Waterworth                                         
Lara Gaye 
Dechlan Carr-Robinson                                  
Niamh Devlin 

  
Pupils must have their bikes on the following dates: 
  
Wed 1st and Thur 2nd May 
Wed 8th and Thur 9th May 
Thursday 16th May 
Thursday 23rd May 
Thursday 30th May 
Thursday 6th June 
Thursday 13th June 
Thursday 20th June 

  
Any queries please contact creid@rockportschool.com 

Revision Booklets 
The end of year assessment period will be coming up quite soon into the summer term. All pupils have now 
been given their revision booklets which provide information to help pupils better prepare themselves. 
  
Summer Uniform 
All pupils should return to school in summer uniform. Please note we have made a slight change to the boys’ 
usual summer uniform. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JDS 
Huge congratulations to all the children for entertaining us all with such a wonderful and indeed professional 
production of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The level of acting ability on the stage was amazing for such 
an age group. The set design and props were all their own work and looked fabulous. A big ‘thank you’ to Mrs 
Neill and Miss Breen for all their hard work.  

Suzanne McCartney 
Head of Upper Juniors 

Boys Girls 

White open neck, short sleeved polo 
shirt 
Grey v neck jumper 
Grey shorts & regulation knee socks 
(R5 & R6) 
Grey trousers & grey ankle socks (R7) 
Clean black shoes 
 

White open neck, short sleeved 
blouse 
Grey v neck jumper 
Kilt 
White ankle socks 
Clean black shoes 
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BOARDING 

Happy Easter  
We would like to wish all the Boarding Students an enjoyable Easter break with their families but 
also remind our senior students who have formal examinations shortly after Easter that they 
should have a productive working holiday with lots of revision! 
  
Travel Arrangements 
The Boarding Department along with the school closes today at 12 noon.  Thank you to those 
parents who have submitted return travel plans for the summer term.  Airport collections have 
been arranged for those whose details have been received.  
  
Just a reminder for parents who are booking flights:  Rockport School Summer Term will finish on 
Thursday 27th June at 12 noon. 
  
Boarding reopens on Monday evening 29th April from 6pm for local arrivals.  School starts on 
Tuesday 30th April for all pupils.  Please ensure that your child has eaten a substantial meal prior to 
arrival at Rockport as only a light snack will be provided on the evening of 29th April. 
  
  
Dawn Toland 
dtoland@rockportschool.com 
  
Head of Boarding 
Round Square Rep 
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SIXTH FORM 

Reminder: R13 UCAS and Work Experience 
R13 pupils have been set the task of preparing their personal statement for their UCAS 
application. This is a ‘rough copy’ and can be added to and amended prior to submission. Pupils 
must have this returned to Miss Carson on Tuesday 30th April. R13 have been provided guidance 
as to the structure of the personal statement.  
  
R13 have been asked to organise work experience for June, once their AS exams have been 
completed. It is essential that they have this arranged by the end of their Easter break and 
inform Miss Carson where they have organised to go. 
  
Revision 
Both AS and A2 exams are quickly approaching. Easter is the ideal opportunity to settle down 
and put in some serious revision – don’t waste this opportunity! Find a quiet place at home, that 
is free from distraction and revise – complete past papers, make mind maps and use websites to 
help. Make a note of topics you are finding difficult and then ask your teachers to help when we 
return from the Easter break! 
  
Miss O’Hara and Miss Carson 
Sixth Form Coordinator 
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PE AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Golf 
Mollie O’Hara, Katie Webb and Claudia Simms successfully represented 
Rockport at the ILGU Ulster Schools Golf Championships at Carnalea Golf 
Club last Friday. The girls were playing in the Senior Event this year and it was 
going to be tough moving into this higher category. However, our girls were 
more than able to rise to this challenge coming in third in the team event. 
Molly also topped the day by coming in with the best Gross score in the 
Junior Event.  Well done, girls! 
 
Tennis              
In the summer term Rockport have 6 teams competing in the ILTA Ulster 
Schools Leagues ranging from U12’s to U18’s boys and girls. Many fixtures 
are in store and those selected will have to keep an eagle eye on the weekly 
newsletter and team information on Miss Holland’s board. 
Trials for the teams will be held on Wed 1st May so if you want to be 
considered, give your name to Miss Holland asap and be ready to play at the 
tennis courts @ 4.15pm. 
Andrew Strain’s tennis academy will continue with R5 and above with Early 
Years starting on return from the Easter break. 
 
Cricket    
Holywood Cricket Club (“HCC”) has begun the process of expanding its Junior 
Cricket Program to schools and is in the early stages of developing a Girls / 
Boys programmes and teams. Holywood’s  relationship with Rockport is 
important to achieve both objectives and create a long term bond. 
 
We are delighted to welcome HCC’s coaches to Rockport to continue the 
strong traditional link we have always shared.  Wednesday cricket started this 
term and our pupils are loving it!  U11’s are working towards the Mini World 
Cup Kwik Cricket competition to be held in May.  U11’s to U15’s will be 
involved in triangular competitions and the U13 & U15 girls will be practising 
for the Super 8’s Tournament later in the term. Exciting stuff! 
 
Gail Holland 
Head of PE & Personal Development Faculty 
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PTA 

Cash for Clobber 
As we exit the cooler winter months and enter the warmer (fingers crossed) months, our minds 
often turn to having a “good clear out”.  Fantastic!  Cookstown Textile Recyclers run a “cash for 
clobber” scheme for schools and we thought it would be a great way to raise some money for 
school whilst exercising the latest de-cluttering and organising method KonMari! 
During the month of May we would be delighted to help you recycle lots of no longer needed 
items.  We will collect from school any bags of clothing left to be recycled and towards the end of 
May CTR will collect and convert to cash. 
 
The collection point: Jackson Hall – please leave bagged up clothing here after drop off or 
before pick up during the weeks beginning 6th and 13th of May 
 
Items accepted:  good condition clothes, paired shoes, hats, scarves, gloves, bed linen, towels, 
belts and handbags.   All donations greatly appreciated thank you! For more information on this 
scheme please visit www.c-t-r.com 
 
JDS 
This year’s JDS performance of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory was absolutely brilliant.  Quite 
honestly the audience laughed from start to finish.  All the children acted and sang their hearts 
out and the comedic timing was perfect, intentional and unintentional. This production was a 
knockout success and the children and staff involved should be incredibly proud.  This show will 
definitely stick in our minds for years to come!  Well done, we are all so proud of you. 
 
Easter Madness 
Easter is always a bit zany at Rockport, especially since the Easter Bunny forgets where he puts his 
basket EVERY year.  It still hasn’t lost its appeal and the Bunny Breakfast add on was a huge hit too. 
A massive thank you to all the mums and of course the inexhaustible Mr Shiel who helped make it 
such a special morning for the children. The PTA could not have done it without you all.  
Organising is one thing but making it actually happen is quite another thank you. 
 
£3 per child – we hope you are all happy to help us fundraise a little for the Junior school and 
would appreciate the money being left into your child’s form teacher as soon as possible, thank 
you. 
The PTA would like to wish all parents and staff a very Hoppy Easter holiday. 
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