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Mon 8th 9.00-12.00 R1-R2 Holywood Library 
 

Wed 10th 
 

10.00-12.30 R12 & 6th Form - Interview Skills, Centenary 

Fri 12th 11.00-12.00 
15.30 

R 5 – R7   I Smart Workshop, Centenary Building 
R11 GCSE Parents Meeting, Centenary Building 
 

Sat 13th 
 

10.30-12.00 Open Morning 

Oct Time Event 

Headmaster’s Headlines 

Festival Favourites: Well done to Evie Brammer (R8) and Teddy Geddis (R7) who have been 
selected to sing at a special event celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the Holywood Music 
Festival: this special concert will be held on 25 October, 2018, in the Parish Church of St Philip 
and St James in Holywood at 7.30 p.m. Free tickets can be secured by emailing 
contactus@holywoodmusicfestival.com 

mailto:info@rockportschool.com
http://www.rockportschool.com/
mailto:contactus@holywoodmusicfestival.com
mailto:contactus@holywoodmusicfestival.com
mailto:contactus@holywoodmusicfestival.com


ROCKPORT SCHOOL, Craigavad, Holywood, Co Down, BT18 0DD, UK  

Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8372  Fax: +44 (0)28 9042 2608  

Email: info@rockportschool.com Web: www.rockportschool.com  

Company Reg No: NI007054 Registered Charity No: XN48119 

  
Wear Something Bright and Walk on the Right: The recent closure of the Beech Walk from 
the train station has reminded us of the importance of pedestrians being seen in the 
mornings and afternoons as we go to and from school. Mrs Calvert has some reflective 
clothing and armbands for sale in the school shop and we strongly advise that the children 
carry a torch as they walk along. This week we have also had complaints from motorists 
that the children are walking on both sides of the lane, making it more difficult for drivers 
to take evasive action. We will be reminding all our young people to face the oncoming 
traffic and to stay on the same side of the road in future. We know you will reinforce this 
important message at home.  
 
Evil Gum: Another rant, I’m afraid. Pupils are well aware of my dislike of chewing gum and 
my efforts to eradicate it from the world at large. Some gum has recently appeared in 
school and I ask for your support in this effort by actively dissuading students from bringing 
any more onto the campus. My message in assembly next week will be that it is not cool 
and I make no apologies for reprinting this poem: 
  
The gum chewing girl, and the cud chewing cow, 
Are somewhat alike yet different somehow. 
And what is the difference? I think I know now - 
The intelligent look on the face of the cow. [Ogden Nash] 
  
 
George Vance 
Headmaster 
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GENERAL 

R11 GCSE Parents’ Meeting 
All R11 parents and pupils are invited to attend a GCSE meeting at 3.30pm in the Centenary 
Building on Friday 12th October. The purpose of this meeting is to clarify expectations of Year 
11 pupils in terms of commitment to study, preps and exam preparation and we plan to 
provide information regarding controlled assessment and coursework. There will also be an 
opportunity to discuss subject specific queries with some GCSE staff at this meeting. Please 
plan to attend with your son/daughter. 
 
  
Open Morning – Saturday 13th October 
Please be aware that we have planned our first Open Morning of the year for next Saturday 
from 10.30-12.00. As our children are our best ambassadors, we like to have them present to 
speak with our visitors. All children are expected to attend and if for any reason your child is 
unable to attend, please inform their form teacher beforehand via email. Please drop your 
children off at 10.15 and pick-up will be from 11.45-12.00. Thank you. 
  
  
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 
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EARLY YEARS 

R1/R2 Trip to Holywood Library 
Monday 4th October 2018 
R1 and R2 are off to the library on Monday morning. Don't forget library cards, as well as 
Rockport backpacks to carry all the books! Everyday uniform as usual! 
  
Bun Sale - Friday 12th October, R4 Classroom 
Eva and Catherine Pringle are holding a Bun Sale on Friday 12th October to raise money for 
Bangor Bulls -  a Special Olympics Badminton Club. Children may bring money to buy a bun 
and support this worthy cause. 
  
Open Morning - Saturday 13th October 2018 
It's Open Day next Saturday. We appreciate that many of the children have commitments at 
the weekends but if they are available, we would love to show them off at our Open Day. 
It's from 10.30am-12pm. They should wear everyday uniform.  
  
Fork Supper - Tuesday 16th October, 7pm 
We are looking forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 16th October at our Fork Supper. What 
a great opportunity to welcome new families and catch up with old friends! RSVP to the 
School Office. 
  
Playgroup – R4 Parent/Teacher Meetings 
Week Beginning Monday 22nd October 
There will be an opportunity to meet with your child's teacher during the week beginning 
Monday 23rd October. Sign-up sheets will be available outside classrooms closer to the 
time.  
  
  
Lynn Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 

mailto:info@rockportschool.com
http://www.rockportschool.com/


ROCKPORT SCHOOL, Craigavad, Holywood, Co Down, BT18 0DD, UK  

Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8372  Fax: +44 (0)28 9042 2608  

Email: info@rockportschool.com Web: www.rockportschool.com  

Company Reg No: NI007054 Registered Charity No: XN48119 

UPPER JUNIORS 

iSmart 
All R5-R7 pupils will attend a one hour iSmart internet safety workshop on Friday 12th 
October at 11am. 
  
York – the Highlights 
 Three nights, four days, seventeen children, lots to pack in… and I think we succeeded!  
  
In a nutshell - we cruised the River Ouse, walked the old streets of York, shopped in The 
Shambles, followed in the footsteps of some unsavoury characters, met some Victorians 
and the odd Viking, jumped on and off a few famous trains, took in some World War 2 
tanks, paused for a Punch & Judy style musical theatre, beat a couple of male teachers at 
ten-pin bowling (yes, I actually did), drank Yorkshire tea on the street, chewed some 
chocolate, licked a few ice-creams, meandered through the Minster, had fun in the 
playpark until way after dark, ate until we were unable to move, slept…well, maybe a bit! 
  
If that doesn’t paint a picture then maybe these accompanying pics will help to give you a 
little flavour of our trip. You will see only happy children, not because we told them to 
smile but because they were!  
 
A reminder that if you would like a copy of the complete set of tour photos then simply 
send in a named pen drive and we will transfer them for you. 
  
Unfortunately, I have only just realised that there isn’t one single image of a Viking…easily 
rectified of course…clearly we’ll need to go back and do it all over again! 
   
Suzanne McCartney 
Head of Upper Juniors 
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Positions of Responsibility 
Within assembly on Monday Mr Vance spoke about good leadership and displaying maturity and 
responsibility throughout all areas of the school.  This led to the presentation of our senior 
badges for both prefects and head of school.  We are pleased to appoint Sophie Shiel as Head 
Girl and Grace Martin as Deputy Head Girl and prefects positions for Lucy Thomas, Sophie Ennis, 
Jordan Booth and William Linley. 
  

SIXTH FORM 

The roles they have been presented are valued within the entire school and include various 
responsibilities.  We look forward to seeing them all in their new roles.  Well done to you all! 
  
Careers Service 
Our sixth form have been allocated some one-to-one time with our professional careers 
provider which will run from today (Friday 5th October).  We hope this allows students the 
chance to discuss their future careers and aspirations.  This will provide them with the direction 
needed before applying for University or Higher Education in Year 14. 
  
Interview Skills 
Year 12 and Sixth form will all take part in this event on Wednesday 10th October from 10 am – 
12.30 pm in the centenary.  This is a worthwhile event for all pupils and allows them to see 
what is expected in an interview scenario. 
  
Business Breakfast Seminar 
On Friday 19th October we are excited to be hosting our first Business Breakfast Seminar event 
for Sixth Form pupils.  This is a networking event for our students as they will have the 
opportunity to speak with various representatives from local businesses.  These events will help 
to boost their confidence as well as making some valuable connections for the future. 
  
Heather McBride 
Head of Sixth Form 
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PE AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

  
Ulster Schools Scratch Championship 
A reminder to those individual players below that the Ulster Scratch Championship at 
Castlerock Golf Club will take place on Thursday, 11th October.  It is an all day event. 
 
Players :  J Napier/B Beaumont/J McNulty/J Nevin 
  
Gail Holland 
Head of  PE & Personal Development Faculty 
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PTA 

Hallowe’en 
It is that time of year again when the supermarket shelves are bursting with Hallowe’en tack and 
there are huge crates heaving with pumpkins parked at the entrance of every store. Yes, it’s time 
for the PTA to go a little bit crazy!   
  
To all the children in Early Years PG-R4, we would love to take you Trick or Treating again!  Come to 
school dressed in your favourite costume and we will see if any of the school staff have a special 
treat for you.   
  
We will be running the Pumpkin Carving Competition again, so if you are a dab hand with a 
serrated edged knife (chef not serial killer), have a go with your children, pumpkins are great fun 
and surprisingly easy to carve. Please bring in your pumpkins during the last week of this half term 
and we will have a few prizes for the best carved, creatively decorated, or just plain spooky 
pumpkins.  Judging will take place on Thursday the 25th October.  Please take home your pumpkin 
on Friday 26th as they start to melt and we don’t want pumpkins dribbling down the steps of the 
Jackson Building.  Mr Porter wouldn’t be very pleased with us. 
  
To Upper Juniors, we will be ready and waiting for you in the Spooky Alley, deep in the bowels of 
the old school building where all manner of scary, creepy and weird things await you. 
MWHAHAHAHAHAHAHA!!  If you manage to get through it, we will be waiting outside with a few 
treats to calm your nerves. Personally I can’t wait for this; I can still hear the screams from last 
year. 
  
Any parents wishing to take part in either Trick or Treating with Early Years, or scaring Upper Juniors 
out of their wits, please drop me a line to pta@rockportschool.com. 
  
Dads 
Thank you Dads for coming along to the shoot last week.  I hear you had a great time at Field of 
Dreams and we hope you will come along again next year. 
  
Volunteers 
Thank you to the parents who responded to my shout out for volunteers. Rockport is a small school 
and we understand that our pool of available parents is therefore small too, so we really appreciate 
any offer of help. 
  
  
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Halloween – Thursday 25th October 
 
Thanksgiving & Fireworks – Thursday 22nd November 
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