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Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates	  



Headmaster’s Headlines 
 

  

 

 

 
	  

Final Assembly: Good afternoon everyone, and welcome to our final assembly of this term, the Spring 

Term of 2020. You will have heard some words being used over and over recently. Words like ‘unique’, 

‘unparalleled’ and ‘unprecedented’ are being frequently used by us all to describe the global pandemic we 

are currently battling. There is no doubt that we are living in strange times but this school has a long 

history and so, has witnessed and endured several cataclysmic global events  and national emergencies in 

the past. I was reminded of this when we had to fell that old lime tree on the front lawn three weeks ago. 

When we recorded the event and posted on social media many pupils and ORs remarked on how sad it 

was to see the huge, 150 year old tree go, and one or two wondered at all the significant events that that 

tree must have witnessed as it stood there over the complete life of the school: it was there as Titanic 

had sailed by in 1912, it stood through two World Wars, as well as 30 years of the Troubles and it was 

standing there on the day when Mr Reynolds finally used an interactive whiteboard. 

 

I am going to show you something now and I hope you can see it from where you are at home. It’s a 

piece of lead from the roof of the main building and it lives in the McBride Memorial Room in the 

basement. It was given to me 13 years ago (when he discovered I was coming here) by an old friend who 

had taken it from the school roof more than 30 years before (legally, as it turns out). He kept it all those 

years because carved into it are a series of letters and numbers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a few years ago, I learned of how it came to be there. Two ORs (Tony Greeves and the late Dr John 

Crosslé) who were here at the same time as DW Green described how the boys had climbed up onto the 

roof on VE Day to watch the celebrations on Belfast Lough, and how they had witnessed Naval Vessels 

flying flags and sounding ships horns as Spitfires and Hurricanes flew by at low level, skimming the 

waves. I said that it all sounded very exciting but they told me some other, very different stories as well.  

 



We all know what to do when there’s a Fire Drill but during WW2 an air raid siren would be 

sounded and the whole school would go to the basement and hunker down, even in the middle of 

the night. Children as young as those of you in R5 who were boarding (everybody was boarding 

except for two girls!) sat on the floor in the McBride room. They described how they could see the 

searchlights from the gun batteries at Grey Point and Kilroot scanning the sky and how they could 

hear the sound of the bombers flying overhead and then, horrified, they heard the sound of 

bombs dropping on Belfast. They said they had to learn to be responsible, that they had to ‘grow 

up fast’ and that everyone had to ‘pull together’ to get through what was a national emergency. 

And this was a national emergency which would not last for weeks or months, but go on for six 

years. And, they told me, when you are in the middle of a crisis it’s impossible to make any sense 

of it. It is only when it ends that you can really take stock of what has just happened. Imagine 

that crisis and the millions of lives lost and the rebuilding that took place afterwards and compare 

it to what we are facing today. 

  

So, over the Easter break, when you hear ‘unprecedented’ or ‘unparalleled’ or ‘unique’, I want you 

to focus on two other words instead, words that are up in the walls of many of the classrooms in 

our school because they are two of our IDEALS, two of our pillars. Those words are Leadership 

and Service. Contrary to the jokes and memes that are circulating, you are not being asked to 

stay home and watch Netflix. There will be lots of opportunities for every one of you to ‘step up’ 

during this emergency. Demonstrate leadership and Service when you can, whether that involves 

helping your parents, tidying your room, or taking the time to call elderly or vulnerable friends and 

relatives who may be on their own and feeling lonely. I am pleased to hear that some of the sixth 

form are already volunteering and that some of those who drive have been helping to shop and 

deliver essential supplies to family members and elderly neighbours. Great stuff.  

  

During the past two weeks the school has been scattered to the four corners of the globe but we 

have battled on manfully. Every day, you have followed your normal timetable and daily routine as 

much as possible, turning up for registration and attending online lessons with your teachers, who 

have had to work twice as hard to make this happen. The best guess is that this will go on for a 

while longer after the holiday but the truth is, as it was for those little boys cowering in the 

basement in the 1940s, we won’t know how long for, we only know it will end when it does. What 

we do know is that we will have to pull together to get through it and we have to keep things 

going as normally as possible.  



Online learning has worked well so far for most pupils and is helping to keep us on track until we 

can all come back to school but it is only temporary and I now know for sure that teachers will not 

be replaced by technology anytime soon. And as I walk around our vacant school buildings I know 

that this is not the school, it is only an empty shell. The school is all of us, wherever we are, not 

buildings but a community of children and young people, parents and teachers. We are the school 

and someday hopefully in the not too distant future we will come back together in one place and 

maybe then, as a result of all this, we will also be more mindful and grateful that we can. 

  

So whatever you do, have a great Easter Break, remember to show lots of Leadership and Service at 

home when you can, and I hope to see you all soon.  

  

    

George Vance 

Headmaster 

  



General News 

 

 

  

Code of Conduct for Online Learning 

Attached to this week's newsletter, you should find a Code of Conduct for Online Learning, which sets 

out clear expectations for all students engaged in using technology to support lessons. Please read 

carefully and ensure that you comply. 

 

Pastoral Support 

Just a reminder that I am available to all students for pastoral support should they need it. Please 

email rpalmer@rockportschool.com to arrange a mutually convenient time for a follow-up call/Meet. 

 

Feedback 

We welcome feedback at any time on how the online system is working for you and your son/

daughter. Please do not hesitate to provide any ideas or suggestions to either your child's form 

teacher or directly to me rpalmer@rockportschool.com or Mr Vance headmaster@rockportschool.com  

The management team meet weekly and welcome all feedback and this helps us constantly review 

and adapt our practice in order to find what works best for our students. 

 

Revision Booklets 

All students from R5 to R11 will receive an online copy of their revision booklet. Please use this 

carefully to revise topics which have been covered to date this academic year, in preparation for the 

school exams, which are scheduled to take place on the week commencing Tuesday 26th May. 

Revision week starts Monday 18th May and during this week, teachers will work with the students in 

the virtual classrooms to revise any topics with which they are finding difficulty. 

 

Taking a break from the Virtual Classroom 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity for thanking all of our students for engaging so well in our 

online sessions both through Meet and Google Classroom. Grasping new concepts through new 

technology is indeed somewhat daunting but you've all risen to the challenge and your resilience and 

tenacity are to be applauded. Now it's time for a break from the classroom, as you enjoy a somewhat 

different Easter break with your family. take a break from screen time and try to get as much fresh air 

and exercise as possible and we look forward to welcoming you back to the virtual classroom on 

Tuesday 21st April at 0845. Take care of yourselves and each other and be safe! 

 



PE 
More snaps of everyone keeping moving and active, well done! 

Don’t forget to check out the amazing video the PE Dept also prepared to show us spreading the 

love to our NHS and key workers, you can view it here  

 

	  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Grace	   Cameron & Alexander	  

Miss H shows us how it’s done! 	   Henry’s alternative keepy-uppy challenge!	  

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=260078145017827 
 



Digital Technology  

 
During this unprecedented time our lessons continue on with the use of technology. In fact, who 

would have imagined being able to stream Mr Vance’s end of term assembly into their own home 

in Northern Ireland, the UK, Spain, Hong Kong and many more places around the world.  

 

To this end, I tasked the R13 Digital Technology students (Tabitha Sweeney & Ella Thomson) to 

research and write an essay on ‘How is technology being used to support the fight on 

Coronavirus’.  

 

The students approached this task with exceptional maturity and have produced a great piece of 

work. 

 

Again, using technology, the students were able to work collaboratively from the comfort of their 

own homes to produce this work and remind us how lucky we are to be at home and together at 

the same time. 

  

 S Smith 
	  	  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FFxRAAXOrkWjtrggmZPkDFj5wTn4XjS_/view 

	  



Art  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Art pupils in Rockport have continued their creative journey at home and included are some 

examples of the terrific work they have been producing! R5 have been continuing their food 

projects by studying unwrapped chocolate bars (and probably eating them afterwards as well!) 

Chanel Liu's Hershey bar study is graphic and striking, very mature for one so young! 

  

R6 have also been responding to a brief of "Nature up close" as part of a digital photography 

assignment. Luca and Ruby both used plants and flowers as their subject matter, whilst 

Cameron's focus was on his pet stick insects! Super work from all, well done!" 



Sixth Form  

 

  

 

 

Fitness with Henry 

 

Our sixth form pupils have been very energetic this week by getting involved in our fitness 

classes which are running on both Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes.  Thanks so much to Henry 

for providing these 30 mins classes, there has been a remarkable difference to the students 

energy and mood this week and it is encouraging them all to get up and move a little more. We 

hope to continue with these classes over the Easter break too.  

 

Bio from Jack McGimpsey (Year 13 student) 

'I really look forward to Henry's exercise sessions on a Tuesday and Tuesday at 12.45.  They are 

really well thought out and very beneficial.  Thank you Henry for all your efforts'. 


