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June Time Event 

Mon 10th 
 

Scholastic Book Fair, Jackson Hall (until Friday, 14th) 

Tue 11th 
 

11.15-12.00 
13.00-14.00 

R4-R5 NI Anti bullying Workshop 
R6-R7 NI Anti bullying Workshop 
 

Thu 13th 
 

Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expedition (return: 15th June) 

Fri 14th 
 

School Sponsored Walk & Environmental Service Day 
PTA BBQ 
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GENERAL 

NIABF Workshop 
Northern Ireland Anti-Bullying Form will host a series of workshops for pupils from R4-R7 on 
Tuesday 11th June, where they will consider what it means to be a good friend, how to be kind to 
one another and what constitutes bullying and unkind behaviour. 
  
 
Sponsored Walk – R5-R9 
The Sponsored Walk for R5-R9 pupils will take place on Friday 14th June. Pupils are reminded of 
the following: 
  

1. School tracksuits to be worn, but please remember to pack a raincoat in your rucksack 

2. Wear comfortable walking shoes/trainers as you will be walking a considerable distance! 

3. Remember to bring suncream/sunglasses/sunhat, in case the weather is nice! 

4. Bring your own packed lunch and snacks/drinks for along the way – please remember, NO 

NUTS, SESAME SEEDS OR KIWI FRUIT . The PTA has very kindly agreed to provide water and 

snack refills along the route. 

5. Upon your return to school (approx. 15:30), a BBQ will be provided by the catering staff 

  
Pupils will receive a full safety briefing on Friday morning. Sponsorship money should be brought 
into school on Monday 17th June and handed in to the Bursar or the School Office. 
  
 
Speech Day – 21st June 
Just a little forward notice to remind parents to ensure that they are free for Speech Day on Friday 
21st June. This is the most formal occasion of the school year and we expect all of our students 
and their parents to attend. The event starts with Strawberry Tea on the Front Lawn (weather 
permitting) at 12:15, with Speeches commencing at 13:00 in the Sports’ Hall, following by the 
Distribution of Prizes at approximately 14:00. The PTA has kindly agreed to provide a BBQ and Jazz 
Band afterward. Further details in next week’s newsletter. 
  
 
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 
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GENERAL (CONT) 

  
There will be books for Reception, all the way up to R11. There will be posters and stationery 
items also! 
  
Please purchase items for friends and family, as money spent will be translated to book 
vouchers for the school to spend! 
 

The English Department 
Rockport School 

R12/13/14 Text Books     
Could all R12-14 pupils return their text books to relevant staff after their 
exam in that subject is complete.  Thank you! 
 
Colin Reid 
Head of Faculty 

Scholastic Book Fair 10-14th June 
Next week the Scholastic Book Fair will take place in The 
Jackson Hall which will be open 8.25-8.45 am, break time 
and senior lunch (1.10-1.40pm). 
  
Cash only please. No items can be taken without being paid 
for and items cannot be put on termly bill. 
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EARLY YEARS 

Sponsored Walk  
Friday 14th June 2019 
  
On Friday 14th June, the Early Years Department will travel to Victoria Park to take part in a 
sponsored walk. Children from Playgroup to R4 will do laps of the park, depending on their 
age. Permission slips and sponsorship forms will be sent home with your child on Monday.  
  
Pupils should wear school tracksuits and pack a raincoat and sunhat. Sun cream should be 
applied at home. Pupils should bring their Rockport rucksack with a snack, drink and packed 
lunch. 
  
Lynn Athanasiou 
Head of  Early Years 
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UPPER JUNIOR 

  
  

R6 AQE Parent Interviews 
Parents of pupils in R6 who are doing the AQE should contact the office to arrange an 
appointment to discuss their child’s progress in English and Maths and to collect their summer 
pack of work. Available times this incoming week are Tuesday 11th 3-4pm and Thursday 13th 3-
4pm.  Interviews will last a maximum of 10 minutes.  Please stick to your time slot to avoid 
queues.  Thank you . 
  

Junior Photography Club 
Week 4 was challenging as the junior pupils tried to take shots of the Early Years at play, without 
them noticing! Here are this week’s best images. 

Suzanne McCartney 
Head of Upper Juniors 

Alice Salters R7 Niamh Devlin R7 Olivia Anderson Orr R7 

R5 Trip to Mournes 
Whilst Rockport bathed in relative sunshine on Thursday, 6th June, the R5 class, under the expert 
guidance of Mrs Neill and Mr Vance, scrambled up the Mournes to be greeted by some 
challenging weather conditions.  Cold wind and near complete cloud cover at the top of the 
mountain made this trip tricky but, going by the smiley faces in the pictures below, everybody still 
had a great time. 
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PE AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Well done Girls! 
The girls in the U13 cricket team competed in the Holywood Cricket tournament on Tuesday. 
They won 2 out of 3 matches and showed great sportsmanship throughout the day. It was a fab 
tournament, despite the weather! We are very proud, well done girls! 
  

Clodagh Rice 
Business Studies Tutor 
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PTA 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you to everyone who had a clear out and donated to our Cash for Clobber appeal.  We 
accumulated 42 hefty bags of shoes and clothing for recycling which was lifted from my house on 
Tuesday morning. This made zero difference to my daughter’s bedroom where I had been storing 
them.  Don’t worry if you didn’t get a chance to donate as we will be running this appeal again in 
the winter term. 
 
Volunteers: 

Friday 14th June – Sponsored Walk 
Friday 21st June – Speech Day 
Tuesday 18th June - Killard House Visit – TBC 

 
We will be helping out on the sponsored walk and environment service day by providing snacks and 
drinks along the coastal route to our hard-working walking children. Morning snack of fruit will be 
provided at approximately 11.30am at Crawfordsburn Park, 12.30/1pm for water bottle refills and a 
treat and again at Crawfordsburn Park 2pm for a snack. I envisage we will assign PTA-ers to individual 
check-in points rather than a bunch of us racing ahead of the children to each one. I will confirm 
timings for this on Monday and – thank you to all who have volunteered. 
Speech Day is always a fantastically busy afternoon where we provide a barbecue, bar and 
refreshments. This year will be no different and a little manic!  It will be all hands on deck, especially 
as our PTA-ers like to stay to the end of Speech Day which means it’s a mad dash from the Sports Hall 
to the front lawn to fire up the barbecue. Anyone happy to take a turn at pouring some wine or 
serving burgers, please let us know. 
 
Killard House School visit Rockport as part of their summer day out and we provide the barbecue and 
refreshments for it too. I am still waiting on confirmation of the date but it is provisionally booked for 
18th June.  
 
If you would like to volunteer by giving a helping hand at any of these events, please get in touch by 
dropping an email to pta@rockportschool.com. 
 
I mentioned a couple of weeks ago that valued members of the Rockport/PTA family are leaving us for 
pastures new…and now another family will sadly be leaving us to carry on their life’s adventures.  
Personally I think it’s a bit drastic moving to Spain just to get out of the PTA and moving to Singapore 
is positively excessive.  Again, I can’t think about it too much because I want to pretend it isn’t 
happening.   
As I said before the show must go on and it is to a new year that we look.  I know that plenty of you 
have great ideas or thoughts on how the PTA should or should not be run and now is your chance to 
make a real difference.  Over the summer hiatus please think about becoming an official post holder 
in the PTA and make your thoughts count and help make a valued difference to the school and 
fundraising.  An AGM will be held early September. 

Carol Thompson 
PTA Chairperson 
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