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Sept Time Event 

Mon 30th 09:00-10:45 Young Enterprise Workshop ‘Study Skills’ in Centenary Studio 

Fri 4th Oct 15:30 Year 11 GCSE Parents Meeting  - Centenary Studio 

Fri 4th Oct 15:45 – 16:15 London Pre- Tour Parents Meeting  -  Jackson Hall 

Headmaster’s Headlines 
  
Perfect Appointments:  
 
Well done to Lower Sixth students Anna Beattie, Jesse Saha, Tabitha Sweeney, Anna Thomson, Ella 
Thomson and Katie Webb who have all been successful in their application for the position of school 
Prefect. Competition for this role was stiff, and this is the first tranche of appointments from a year group 
of high-calibre individuals who are showing much in the way of promise, and not just in their A Level 
studies.  
 
Supper Time: Thanks to all those parents, new and existing, who came to the Fork Supper last night 
(Thursday) in the Centenary Building. This is the first of a number of these events; events which are 
designed to allow teachers to meet parents meet in a more informal setting (and without the children) as 
well as for parents to meet each other. We think last night’s event achieved both aims and we are 
grateful to Chef Mr Greene and his team for providing a lovely supper. 
 
Team Share: News back from the Year 8 ice-breaker residential at the Share Centre in Fermanagh is that 
the children have had a ball and that, after a plethora of arduous and fun-filled adventurous activities, 
the team is now well and truly built. Sincere thanks to the accompanying teaching staff whose efforts 
make such trips possible. 
 
George Vance 
Headmaster 
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GENERAL 

Year 11 GCSE Parents Meeting   
The first meeting for Year 11 parents is scheduled to take place on Friday 4th October at 3.30pm in 
the Centenary Studio. Please plan to attend as you will be given a very useful insight into the work 
involved for students at this level and our expectations of them, in terms of learning and study. 
Pupils will also attend and some GCSE teaching staff will be available to answer subject-specific 
questions. 
  

London Trip October 2019  
We will be having a Pre- Tour Parents Meeting on Friday 4th October, at 345pm until 415pm in the 
Jackson Hall .  An itinerary will be issued, that includes  flight details and where pupils are to be 
dropped off and collected. 
  
Bake Sale!  
Many thanks to everyone who donated towards the Science Department Bake Sale!  
  

Victoria Carson 
Teacher in Charge of Science 

School Calendar 
The sun shone for us and we got some beautiful photos of our children during the week so work has 
begun on this year’s calendar. A reminder that there is still opportunity to sponsor a month. 
 
If your family or your business would like to, at a cost of £50 per month, please email the school 
office (schooloffice@rockportschool.com)  with your details and include your logo for publication in 
the calendar. This sponsorship will be used to cover the cost of the photographer for the day.  

 
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

R5-7 Games 
Some pupils still do not have the required games kit especially for hockey. Please ensure your son 
or daughter has the relevant equipment including shin pads, long sports socks, mouth guard and 
the correct attire. These are required to play the game safely.  
 
Miss Breen will be monitoring games kit for hockey over the next coming weeks. Thank you for 
your support. 

C Reid 
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BOARDING 

Boarding @ Rockport 
  
Wow, what a busy first few weeks we have had in Boarding! Students have been playing lots of golf, 
completing Aqua challenges at Aurora Leisure centre, breaking out of Escape rooms, taking part in 
Go-Kart racing and that is only half of the activities they have completed! 
  
This newsletter marks the half way point of the half term already (where does the time go?!) and we 
have many more activities planned in the remaining weeks. 
  
Thank you for those parents who have already informed us but if you haven't can you please let 
myself and House Parents know the half term plans for students, this is especially important if airport 
transfers are required. 
  
Below are just a few pictures from Boarding and you can find many more on our social media pages! 
 
S Smith 
Head of Boarding 
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SIXTH FORM 

Volunteering Opportunities 
 
I want to thank OR Alice Watson for giving up her time this week to speak with our Year 12 and 
Sixth form group about her role within the Kidogo Adventure. 
 
Alice spoke about the work she is involved in and that volunteers are needed in many different 
roles, within three projects, these include the baby home, a children’s home and school in the 
Nairobi slums.  Alice mentioned the application process and how any of us can sign up for these 
various programmes.  We would encourage each of them to consider getting involved with such a 
rewarding programme. 
 

Head of Sixth From 
 
I would like to congratulate our recent Head of 
School positions.  Head Boy Jung-Hun Yoon and 
Deputy Heads of School Emily Pearson and Eli 
Boutros and Patrick West as our new Senior Prefect.  
These are positions of great responsibility and we 
look forward to seeing them in their new roles. 
Also, well done to our games captains Jack 
McGimpsey, Katie Webb and Anna Beattie. 
 
H McBride 
Head of Sixth Form 
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MUSIC 

GCSE Drama Cinemagic event 
 
R12 GCSE Drama pupils will be attending ‘In Conversation with Saoirse Ronan’ on Thursday 
morning. Please ensure the Press Consent form is signed by a parent/guardian and returned 
to school before Thursday.  
  
 
Melanie Carr 
Teacher in Charge of Music and Drama 
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PTA 

Fake News? 
  
So to quote my children “During the war did they…” (Yes they do sound like Uncle Albert from 
Only Fools and Horses) is the beginning to every question about my childhood.  I have explained 
to them that during the war their grandparents hadn’t even been born yet, but it hasn’t sunk in.  
So back in medieval times when I was a child we listened a lot to our grannies.  Grannies had the 
answer to everything: 
Eat your carrots; it’ll help you see in the dark 
Eat your crusts; it’ll put hair on your chest (yip Granny I’ll wolf down those crusts then) 
Don’t sit on that wall; you’ll get piles (of what?) 
If you swallow that pip an apple tree will grow in your tummy (believed that) 
The bands come out especially for your birthday (okay this only applies to Northern Ireland and 
every 12th of July I would wake to the sound of distant drumming; believed it too FOR YEARS) 
  
So old wives tales, although a lot based on some fact, we easily dismiss now as nonsensical fun. 
BUT read it on social media and it is FACT.  Actual proper stand up in court FACT. So my next 
question is; do spiders actually hate the smell of peppermint and conkers?? Facebook says they 
do so it must be TRUE.  I’ve been frantically spraying peppermint oil/water around my windows, 
nooks and crannies, which just leaves smeary marks. This has also made me worry will spraying 
drive the spiders out onto my walls?  And where have all the conkers gone?  My kids say there 
are none at school. Rockport has always been my main source of conkers so whoever is pilfering 
the entire conker stash can you please put them back? Can you hear the panic in my 
voice…spiders terrify me so if anyone knows how to keep them at bay please let me know! 
  
One thing social media is great for is keeping track of our children when they are at school or off 
on a school trip.  I was delighted to see the pictures of R8s having so much fun at the Share 
Discovery Village on Upper Lough Erne this week. My son Peter is away with his class and as a 
self-confessed “smother” I was thrilled to see his smiling face.  If you are like me, or normal, I 
highly recommend you like the Rockport pages so you can see just what your kids are getting up 
to.  When you ask your children about their day and they reply “Nuthin,” then you know it’s not 
true! 
 
 
Cash for Clobber 
  
After the success of last term’s cash for clobber appeal, I would like to appeal to you all again.   
Cookstown Textile Recyclers run a “cash for clobber” scheme for schools and it is a great way to 
raise some money for school whilst helping you recycle and sort your wardrobe out.   
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PTA 

We will be collecting through the month of October any bags of clothing left to be recycled and 
towards the end of October CTR will collect and convert to cash. 
  
The collection point: Jackson Hall – please leave bagged up clothing in the hall after drop off or 
before pick up during the week beginning Monday 7th October until Friday 18th October 
  
Items accepted:  good condition clothes, paired shoes, hats, scarves, gloves, bed linen, towels, 
belts and handbags 
  
All donations greatly appreciated thank you! For more information on this scheme please visit 
www.c-t-r.com 
 
 
Carol Thompson 
PTA Chairperson 
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