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Mon 4th 
 

All Week Early Years Parent Teacher Interviews (by appointment) 

Tue 5th 
 

9.30 – 15.30 
16.00 

R13 English Literature Trip to Stranmillis 
Ski Trip Information Evening, Jackson Hall 
Minor A netball team v  Regent House (Away) time tbc 
 

Wed 6th 
 

18.00 RDS Production, Tucker Hall 
 

Thu 7th School Group Photographs 

Fri 8th 
 

15.00 Half Term Begins 

Feb Time Event 

No Headmaster’s Headlines today as Mr Vance is busy 
coordinating the much appreciated parental efforts at the ‘Work 
Party’ today.  For smiling faces, please see below: 
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GENERAL 

We are family!  
  
What a lovely day we’ve had so far for our Round Square Service Day. Blue skies over 
Rockport! 
 
A big thank you to all of our parent volunteers and the many more who will join us throughout 
the day.  A great sense of community spirit and we are, as always,  very grateful. 
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GENERAL (cont.)  

  
Trip to Coca Cola 
The Business Studies classes from Year 11, 12, 13 and 14 all had the opportunity to visit the 
Coca-Cola Factory in Lisburn on Wednesday the 30th January. We were taken around the 
factory and given a tour of the production lines which was very interesting. The students did 
the school proud and, I think I can speak for everyone that went on the tour in saying that it 
was a brilliant day out and we all learnt a lot about the famous soft drink! (The free bottles of 
Coca-Cola were a good addition too!). 
  

Clodagh Rice 
Business Studies Teacher 
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EARLY YEARS 

Playgroup-R4 Parent/Teacher Meetings 
Week Beginning Monday 4th February 2019 
Don’t forget, there is an opportunity to meet with your child's teacher next week. Sign-up 
sheets are available outside classrooms. 
  
Class Photographs 
Thursday 7th February 2019 
 It’s class photograph day next Thursday. Playgroup/Reception should wear everyday uniform. 
R1-R4 should wear formal uniform (white shirt, tie, blazer).  
  
R3 and R4 will be swimming as usual. They should bring their swimming kit and a spare bag 
with their Games kits to change into after the photographs.  
  
  
Half-term 
Monday 11th February – Friday 15th February (inclusive) 
School will finish at normal time next Friday ahead of our half-term holiday.  
Please be aware that Daycare is only available until 3pm on this day. 
  
World Book Day 
Thursday 7th March 2019 
Some forward notice that this year our theme for World Book Day is ‘A Bedtime Story’. 
Children should come to school in their PJs on this day with their favourite teddy and book! 
More information to follow closer to the time.  
  
  
Lynn Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 
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SPORTS AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Squash Championships 
Congratulations to Jack McGimpsey who has been selected to 
play for Ulster Under 17's in the Junior Interprovincial Squash 
Championships in Waterford on 9th and 10th March. Fantastic 
news! Well done Jack! 

Swimming News 
Last week we were wishing Samuel Wright good luck for 
the Ulster Schools Swimming Competition. He finished in 
the top 2 of all of his events and has now been selected for 
the Tenerife and London trips for Ulster Schools. Well done, 
Samuel! 

Gail Holland 
Head of PE and Personal Development 
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PTA 

The Longest School Run Part Two 
I laughed too soon at John’s epic journey last week.  Yesterday morning we had a whirling 
mini polar vortex of our own down on Strangford Lough so I decided to leave a bit earlier 
at 7.15am.  I am acutely aware that my ability to drive in icy conditions is limited.  
Reinforced by my 10 year old son who said “Mum you need to test your brakes, daddy 
ALWAYS tests his brakes.” 
 
“How do I do that?” I ask the unqualified driver in the passenger seat,  as I make my way 
up the Ringneill Road, which is just one step up from a “back lane”. “You press them”, 
Mathew says matter of factly.  Of course you do . I waited until I was on a straight with 
no traffic; I was doing a steady 20mph, pressed the brakes, and quickly discovered my 
stopping distance was about 20 miles.  Didn’t do much for the old driving confidence I can 
assure you. Thankfully we didn’t meet any vehicles on the way to the main road so I took 
my time. 
 
I reached the main road, all nicely gritted, I turned onto it very pleased with myself and 
began my journey to Comber…and that’s where it all went wrong. I sat in traffic going no 
faster than 5mph until the Dundonald crossroads towards Craigantlet.  Of course every 
driver was an idiot, I mean who would drive so slow??  I felt very superior.  I arrived at 
school 1hr and 45 mins later exasperated by the ridiculous precautions being taking by 
people who have NO CLUE how to drive, unlike me. More feelings of superiority.  It was 
only on returning that I learned of the dreadful fire that had broken out at The Lewis 
destroying livelihoods and a much loved pub in Dundonald.  That is why the traffic had 
been so slow.  I immediately felt awful for being so judgemental, and a lesson is learned.  
We don’t always know the reason why and we’re better off arriving late and in one piece. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Coffee morning in aid of Cancer Focus NI – Thursday 21st February - 8.30am - Jackson Hall 
 
Easter Bunny – Thursday 11th April 
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