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The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

11 December 2020 



Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

A Final Thanks for your Service: Thanks for your support once more, this time in the final 

instalment of our 4-week Round Square service project. Our 4th and last appeal this term returns 

us to more familiar ground in the form of our annual effort in providing Christmas gifts for 

children. As we have for the past number of years, our children are bringing in gifts for those who 

will spend Christmas in the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children. Mrs Toland and the Sixth Form 

volunteers will mention this elsewhere in this newsletter but I’m guessing this is also a final call for 

those who want to but yet haven’t, to bring in an (unwrapped) toy or gift. 

  

Notes of Former Pupils: news reaches me that OR Rebecca Reynolds is crowd-funding to 

support the start-up of her new fashion business. Many will remember Rebecca who left Rockport 

eight years ago to complete her studies in the sixth form at Cheltenham College. Last year she 

graduated from Leeds Arts University and has since worked in Japan for 6 months but is now back 

in NI and busy creating her own brand Bella Brett, the details of which can be found at: 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/bellabrett/backers#start 

  

Wear Something Bright: Please support our current campaign in school to encourage those 

children and young people who walk to school from home or the train station to wear something 

bright or to at least carry a torch (they all have one on their phones) as they come and go. We are 

also briefing them to stay on the same side of the road as traffic passes. The onus is also on us 

drivers, of course, to drive very slowly both on Rockport Road and in the school grounds, 

especially during these dark mornings and afternoons. 

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/bellabrett/backers#start


General News 

 

GCSE and A Level examinations Summer 2021 

  

Please find attached the preliminary timetable for GCSE and A Level examinations for Summer 2021. 

I wanted to bring these to your attention now, as, due to Covid-19, the examination boards have 

moved the scheduling of examination for Summer 2021 back, so that they are both starting and 

finishing later; hopefully by providing you with plenty of notice, you can plan around these dates 

when considering the all-important summer holidays! You will note, for example, that anyone 

studying GCSE Physics will not finish their exams until 2nd July! Students will be provided with their 

personalised copies of the timetable early next term.  

  

January Modules 

  

External exams will take in January 2021 for the following subjects, as already advertised in previous 

newsletters: 

 

  

 

 

 

Exam Board Students involved Date Time 

GCSE Maths Modules –  
M2, M3 and M4 

CCEA All Year 12 students Monday 11th 
January 2021 

0900- 1045/1100 

BTEC Level 3 Business Unit 3 – Personal and Business 
Finance 

Edexcel Year 13 and Year 14 
Business Students 

Tuesday 12th 
January 2021 

0900 - 1100 

BTEC Level 3 Travel and Tourism Unit 2 –  
Global Destinations 

Edexcel Year 14 Travel and 
Tourism Students 

Monday 18th 
January 2021 

0900 - 1200 

Please note that these are non-flexible dates and times.  

 

Christmas Arrangements 

 

Exciting news! The annual Carol Service will be streamed to you all from 0930 on Friday 18th 

December. This year’s virtual service merges the traditional carols and readings with the Early 

Years’ Nativity. The link will be published in advance – please feel free share it with family and 

friends.  

 

Class parties will take place next Friday morning from 1100-1200 and the pick-up will from 1200. 

Please be very careful when collecting your child, as there is likely to be a lot of traffic around 

school at this time.  

 

 



 

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 

 

 P.E.  

Before the end of term could parents/guardians check all the P.E. bags and school uniforms as a 

girl’s tie has gone missing from the changing area.  When checking items we’ve discovered many 

were unnamed. We would ask parents to  please make sure all clothing is named as it makes it 

easier to return to the owner! 

 

Many thanks 

Miss McConaghy 

We wish you all a very happy Christmas and a safe and enjoyable time with your families. Most 

importantly, please stay safe and well! 

R8M shared their 

presentations on The 

Bayeux Tapestry this week.  

 

Natalie and Carla (pictured) 

made sure theirs was full of 

original and interesting 

facts. Their communication 

skills were excellent as they 

had rehearsed the 

presentation before-hand.  

  

Well done Natalie and Carla! 

Mrs A Walker  



Sixth Form Service Campaign 

 

 

Many thanks to all of our Rockport parents for the generous donations received.  We have been 

overwhelmed by the response and recognition we have been able to provide each of the 4 

charities including North Down Storehouse, Assisi & German Shepherd Rescue, Welcome 

Organisation and Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast.   

 

I want to commend all of our sixth form students for their efforts in organising, marketing, 

collecting and counting the very generous donations provided by our Rockport parents and wider 

community.   

 

Thanks to Dawn Toland for co-ordinating and organising this campaign, I know we have all been 

thrilled to help and feel part of such worthwhile project.  The pupils involved have all felt a sense 

of pride and satisfaction at being able to help those less fortunate.  We are still taking any 

donations of unwrapped toys for the Royal Victoria Hospital until collection on Tuesday 15th 

December.   

 

Heather McBride 

Head of Sixth Form 

  

Many thanks for all of the thoughtful gifts that have been brought into school during this week, 

mindfulness colouring, Lego, remote control drones, magic sets and more that will really brighten 

the day and help to pass some time while in a hospital setting. Rockport’s donation will be 

collected by the Play Therapy Department on Tuesday 15th December – we will continue to accept 

donations on Monday and Tuesday morning. 

  

As Sixth Form and Year 12 are currently completing our Mock GCSE, AS and A2 exams the Sixth 

Form are grateful for the support  of Year 10 and 11 this week as they helped gather in donations 

and also for the encouragement and support of the whole Rockport community over the 4 week 

service campaign.  

  

Anna Beattie, Anna Thomson, Ella Thomson, Tabitha Sweeny Jack McGimpsey, Sarvin 

Mashayekhi and all in Sixth Form 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





Round Square Discoveries in Action 

 

This week R8 were up on their feet and teaching Mrs Toland a thing or two in class about the 

volcanoes and earthquakes that they had researched.  In return Mrs Toland gave them a few 

pointers on presenting to an audience, dealing with technical glitches and how to handle their 

nerves when dealing with  tricky characters in an audience! The pupils were fantastic and they 

showed  a growing self-awareness, improving communication skills, courage and compassion for 

each other as they each took their turn as teacher for 5 minutes.  

 

Dawn Toland 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years  

  

Festive Fun 

Biscuit embellishing, card making, decoration designing, party games, Christmas bag construction, a 

turkey dinner, crackers, chocolate treats and a Christmas movie…all topped off with a visit from Santa, 

Mrs Claus and the talking Christmas Tree! What an amazing day of Festive Fun!  

  

Our children deserved a little treat and as usual, our wonderful teachers went out of their way to make 

sure they got it! 

  

Special thanks to our PTA for the part they played in yesterday’s festivities. Nothing was going to stop 

them giving the children their traditional visit and adding to their store of amazing Rockport memories. 

Thank you!  

  

Hot Chocolates and delicious treats… 

The treats keep coming! Huge thanks to Rockport parents, Hannah and William, from Edge Coffee, 

Holywood, who have treated the children to hot chocolate and yummy Christmas delights! As always, 

we are blown away by the support and kindness from our Rockport family! What lucky children (and 

teachers). We can’t wait to enjoy our treats this afternoon! 

  

Keep an eye on our Facebook page over the weekend, where we will be uploading lots of pictures for 

you to enjoy! 

  

Lynn Athanasiou 

Head of Early Years 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


