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Sept Time Event 

Mon 23rd  Bake Sale 

Tue 24th All day Calendar Photos 

Wed 25th R8 Share Centre Trip (return Fri 27th) 

Thu 26th  
19.00 

European Day of Languages 
Fork Supper (Early Years, New Parents and Year 8 Parents) 

Headmaster’s Headlines 
  
Eat Sleep Edit Repeat: Misspelling names last week gives me a great excuse for saying well done 
again to all our GCSE and A Level candidates on their efforts in the 2019 series of examinations. A 
special shout out goes to Anna Thomson, Anna Beattie, Tabitha Sweeney, Ella Thomson, and 
Robert Burke who between them amassed a creditable total of 32 A*s and As, and especially to 
Anna Thomson who led the way with 5 A*s and 5As. It is pleasing that 12 of this year group have 
returned to the sixth form and that they are already engaged and working hard in their A Level 
studies.  
 
News of Former Pupils: More news of success reaches me this week, firstly of OR Taylor Lyons 
who left the school in 2008. A former national UK undergraduate prize-winner for Psychology, 
Taylor went on to complete a Master’s Degree in Neuroscience and now is employed in the 
Department of Brain Science at Imperial College, London. Currently finalising her PhD thesis in 
Psychopharmacology, she has been invited to speak about her work at the upcoming World 
Science Conference in New York. Congratulations to a more recent OR, Imogen Rauch who heads 
off to the University of Sussex to pursue an LLB (Law with Business) and well done also to OR 
Emma Reid who is off to Liverpool John Moore’s to read Forensic Psychology and Criminology. We 
are not entirely convinced by Emma’s father’s protestations that the close proximity of her 
university of choice to Anfield football ground is purely coincidental. 
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The Last Post: Not the last Newsletter, but this is nevertheless a poignant one as it is the last 
one complied by Administration Officer of 12 years Mrs Anja Oliver. Anja, who leaves us 
today to move on to pastures new, has been instrumental in the creation and weekly 
compilation of the online newsletter as well as of the annual school magazine, neither of 
which were ever included in her job description. The tenacity and charm she employed 
every day in pulling together all the information needed for this task alone provides us with 
a timely reminder of why we will miss her so much.  
  
George Vance 
Headmaster 
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GENERAL 

R10 Adventure Training yesterday (Thursday) 

Is your child coping with exam stress or anxiety? 
Please find attached a flier for “My Potential”, a counselling service who provide workshops for 
children who are dealing with stress and anxiety. They have two workshops coming up shortly, 
focusing on children going through the Transfer Process, one on Saturday 21st September and 
another on Saturday 5th October. For further details, please have a look at the attached flier. 
  

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 

BAKE SALE! 
The Science Department will be having a Bake Sale on Monday 23rd September. All pupils are 
welcome to come along and purchase some delicious treats!  
A reminder that pupils attending the London Trip are all expected to contribute cakes and buns 
towards the sale! Don’t forget about allergies when making, or purchasing, your treats!  
 
London Trip 
A reminder that medical forms must be with Miss Carson by Monday 23rd September!  We will be 
having a Pre-Tour Parents Meeting on Friday 4th October, at 345pm until 415pm in the Centenary 
Building. An itinerary will be issued, that includes  flight details and where pupils are to be 
dropped off and collected. 
  

Victoria Carson 
Teacher in Charge of Science 

mailto:info@rockportschool.com
http://www.rockportschool.com/


ROCKPORT SCHOOL, Craigavad, Holywood, Co Down, BT18 0DD, UK  

Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8372  Fax: +44 (0)28 9042 2608  

Email: info@rockportschool.com Web: www.rockportschool.com  

Company Reg No: NI007054 Registered Charity No: XN48119 

GENERAL (CONT) 

European Day of Languages 2019 
On Thursday 26th September we will celebrate the European Day of 
Languages with a range of fun events. It’s that time of the year when pupils 
in playgroup to R7 can wear something European such as a beret, paint a 
flag on their face or bring in an accessory such as castanets or a Spanish fan.  
 
There will be a European café at 1.15pm in Mrs Megarry’s room at lunch 
time on Thursday for pupils from R8-12 who sign up. There will be space for 
20 pupils at a price of £2 per person to cover food costs (this will be added 
to your bill). Please email Mrs Megarry if you are interested on or before 
Wednesday 25th September at Kmegarry@rockportschool.com. 
 
Pupils will be encouraged in their language classes to take part in the 
European Day of Languages activities including a poetry competition, a 
codes quiz and learning fun facts about different languages and cultures.  
 
Katie Megarry 
Teacher of French and Spanish 

School Calendar 
At the minute, we are looking for sponsors for the school calendar, which we are 
planning to reinvent this year. If your family or your business would like to sponsor a 
month, at a cost of £50 per month, please email the school office 
(schooloffice@rockportschool.com)  with your details and include your logo for 
publication in the calendar. This sponsorship will be used to cover the cost of the 
photographer for the day.  
 
In light of this, we have scheduled a full day with our photographer on Tuesday 24th 
September, during which a wide range of photographs will be taken, hopefully featuring 
every child in the school.  

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 
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EARLY YEARS 

European Day of Languages on Thursday 26th September 2019 
To celebrate European Day of Languages on 26th September, the children are invited to 
wear an accessory to represent a country of their choice. They could wear a hat or 
hair accessory, paint their face with a flag or a bring along a prop! It's time to get 
creative!   They should wear their everyday uniform/Sports Kit as usual. There will be 
swimming for R3 and R4. 
  
 
Fork Supper on Thursday 26th September 2019, 7pm 
We are looking forward to seeing you all on Thursday at our Fork Supper. What a great 
opportunity to welcome new families and catch up with old friends!  
RSVP to the School Office. 
 
L Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 
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MUSIC 

  
Clarinet/Saxophone Lessons 
We are currently recruiting a new tutor for saxophone and clarinet lessons. Pupils who have 
signed up for these instruments will commence lessons as soon as a teacher has been 
established. Thank you for your patience in this instance. 
  
Choir 
Junior choir will be held on Friday’s at 12.30pm, in the music room, for all R5-R7 pupils. We 
have a very busy, but exciting, programme of events lined up between now and Christmas so I 
would encourage all of the children to get involved.   Senior Choir will be held on Monday’s at 
1.10-1.40, in the music room, for R8-12 pupils. Please speak to Miss Carr if you are a new 
pupil and would like to join.  

Outstanding Music Lesson Fees 
Please ensure that fees for singing and instrument lessons for this term are paid in full as 
soon as possible.   
  
 
Melanie Carr 
Teacher in Charge of Music and Drama 
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PTA 

Pipeline 
The start of the year is hurtling past and we’re already nearly through September (frightening) 
and I feel we haven’t organised anything, and that would be sort of true.  We will be holding an 
AGM early October to firm up officer posts for the PTA and planning will be starting next week 
for Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas and all those lovely exciting child and family friendly 
events.  If any of you would like to get more involved; maybe you have some great ideas for us or 
you just want to lend a helping hand. Please feel free to drop me an email to 
pta@rockportschool.com   
  
Cash for Clobber 
After the success of last term’s cash for clobber appeal, I would like to appeal to you all again.   
Cookstown Textile Recyclers run a “cash for clobber” scheme for schools and it is a great way to 
raise some money for school whilst helping you recycle and sort your wardrobe out.  With the 
chilly start to September I have amassed quite a few bags of summer clothing ready to 
recycle…although today is looking pretty warm and the temperature is to rise this weekend, 
oops. 
We will be collecting through the month of October any bags of clothing left to be recycled and 
towards the end of October CTR will collect and convert to cash. 
  
The collection point: Jackson Hall – please leave bagged up clothing in the hall after drop off or 
before pick up during the week beginning Monday 7th October until Friday 18th October 
  
Items accepted:  good condition clothes, paired shoes, hats, scarves, gloves, bed linen, towels, 
belts and handbags 
  
All donations greatly appreciated thank you! For more information on this scheme please visit 
www.c-t-r.com 
  
Fond Farewell 
As a member of any PTA you get to know lots of staff members and friendships are formed.  One 
such friendship I have is with Anja Oliver, our School Administrator.  Our friendship runs along 
the lines of “Carol could you hurry up and give me the newsletter as it needs to go out NOW”, as 
I am always last minute.  On the other hand Anja has been the most perfect, helpful person 
with a smile, a hug, a cup of tea and the odd wise crack and will be sorely, and I mean this 
sincerely, sorely missed from Rockport’s front of house and at the end of the telephone for me.  I 
actually can’t believe she’s going.  I’ve made her promise to email me every Friday to remind me 
to send in my bit for the newsletter just so I can pretend she’s still at school… although she’ll 
have a different email address and it’ll likely go to my spam folder.  Anja, we all wish you the very 
best in your new job and for your future and hopefully you’ll come back now and then.  Quite 
seriously though, is it because of me? :/ 
 
Carol Thompson 
PTA Chairperson 
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