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Mon 18th  8.45 All pupils return 

Tue 19th 10.45-12.45 R11 ‘Learn to Earn’ Young Enterprise Workshop, Centenary Building 

Fri 22nd  8.45-9.30 6th Form Networking Breakfast 

Sat 23rd Ski Trip Departs 

Feb Time Event 

Half Term from Monday 11th – Friday 15th February 2019  
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GENERAL 

Boarding Returns 
We hope that all of our Boarding Students have a lovely half-term break.  Those with GCSE 
and A/AS Level modules pending should be completing some revision but also enjoying a 
restful time and returning refreshed and ready for the longer half-term to Easter. Upon 
return  students with formal examinations will be required to apply additional time at 
evenings and weekends to their personal revision.  
  
Please forward any remaining return travel plans to dtoland@rockportschool.com  and also 
houseparent@rockportschool.com   and note that Boarding is not open until 6pm Sunday 
17th February for parental/guardian drop offs. Boarding Students should have eaten prior to 
returning to Boarding as only a light snack is provided on the evening of 17th February. 
  

Dawn Toland 
Head of Boarding 

Round Square Rep 

Uniform Amnesty 
Could we please ask all parents to check their uniform supplies at home? If you discover you 
have another child’s item of clothing, please hand it in to the school office so that it can be 
returned to its rightful owner. 
   
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 

Very hip! 
Congratulations to Molly Menagh who won the Hip Hop Dance 
Competition in Dublin on Sunday.  Well done Molly! 
 

Dancing to the top 
Anaya Weatherburn-McGuire also danced herself to the top 
with gaining gold in freestyle dancing and silver in lyrical 
dancing at a Dance Competition in Dublin.  Congratulations 
Anaya! 
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GENERAL (cont.)  

  
The Gallery 
Featured this week is this beautiful illustrative rendering of a rabbit in 
watercolour by Jessica Moffett in R12. Lovely work Jessica, well done!  
   
David Hamilton 
Teacher of Art & Design 

R11 Museum Visit   
This week R11 Art pupils visited the Ulster Museum as part of a two-
pronged research trip. Firstly they took in the CCEA ‘True Colours’ 
show which is the ‘best of’ collection of GCSE and A-Level from last 
year. A number of Rockport pupils have received moderator 
recommendations for this exhibition in recent years and this current 
cohort  gathered lots of ideas and a sense of aspiration having viewed 
the wonderful work on offer. 
 
  

Secondly was a rare treat  as we visited the showing of 
Leonardo da Vinci drawings that are currently running at 
the museum as part of the touring Royal collection. These 
pieces demonstrated not only the artist’s considerable skill 
as a draughtsman  but his pioneering thinking as an 
engineer, cartographer and scientist, amongst other things! 
The students could not believe this work was 500 years old, 
such was its ahead-of-the-time quality – a ‘Renaissance 
Man’ indeed! 
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RDS 

We had a passionate Annie production to the comedy monologue of Blood Brothers, from the 
attitude of Heather’s The Musical to the lively School of Rock, from the chills of A Star is Born to the 
heartfelt finale of Rent. From the buzz of excitement after the show it was clear that all acts 
performed brilliantly and all in attendance struggled to pick their favourite! 
  
A massive thank you and congratulations to our pupils who performed on stage, our house band 
and our backstage team- all your hard work paid off!  A big thank you again to Miss Carr, Mr Kirk, 
Mrs Walker and Mr Smith for your time and efforts to bring our production together! 
  
Now on to JDS rehearsals – see you all again in April! 
  
Miss Breen 
R8 Form Teacher 

Thank you so much to everyone who came to support our 
RDS cast on Wednesday evening. Those in attendance were 
treated to “A Night at the Theatre” with no fewer than 
twenty different acts on stage.  
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SIXTH FORM 

Sixth Form 
It has been a busy term and we hope all the Sixth Form 
Students have a relaxing but productive half term, and are 
ready to give it their all when we return. 
 
Careers 
Many thanks to Mr Bremner, who kindly gave up his time to 
talk to our Sixth Formers about the oil industry. Pupils learnt 
how oil is located and safely drilled from oil wells. Mr 
Bremner explained the many different careers available in the 
petrochemical industry and how they will sponsor university 
places. It was interesting to find out about how this industry 
has developed techniques to convert plastic bags into diesel. 
This definitely gave the Sixth Years ‘food for thought’ in terms 
of their future and how it could possibly be within this 
industry.  

R13 English Literature 
On Tuesday of this week the R13 English Literature students attended a series of lectures in 
Stranmillis University College based on one of their set texts: 'A Streetcar Named Desire'. The 
students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to experience a taste of third-level education; 
sitting in large lecture hall, taking notes while listening to numerous lecturers sharing their 
insights on various aspects of the text. Students were invited to ask questions throughout the 
seminars, with the most insightful questions being awarded a book written by one of the 
lecturers as an incentive. Overall it was a very enjoyable experience for the students and it no 
doubt inspired further interest in the text and context surrounding 'A Streetcar Named Desire'.  
 
Miss Leah Anker 
Teacher of English 
  
  
Up Coming Events 
22nd February – Business Breakfast.  This is a compulsory event for all Sixth Form pupils and it 
starts at 9am. 
27th February: R13 to UCAS event Eikon Exhibition Centre Lisburn (Afternoon) – tickets must be 
downloaded or printed prior to the event. 
  
Sophie O’Hara and Victoria Carson  
Sixth Form Coordinators 
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PTA 

Jazz Hands 
Of course I’m talking about the RDS!  This was my first attendance at an RDS production and I 
loved every minute of it. Mimi, my youngest girl and born performer, begged me to get tickets 
for the show. As parents we attend everything our own children are involved in but not usually 
anything that our children aren’t.  
 
On Wednesday Mimi was so excited to see the RDS production that morning…”Hold on, you’re 
watching it this morning, before tonight?” I asked a little puzzled. “Oh yes we get to see it first, I 
can’t wait, it’ll be brilliant” Mimi said enthusiastically.  “So why did I have to get tickets to see it 
tonight when you’re already going to see it today?” 
 
Well I was so glad that Mimi insisted on getting the tickets. The wealth of talent in Senior 
School is just incredible. When you think about Rockport’s Senior School being just over the 
size of half a year group in a large secondary school you realise just how many talented pupils 
Rockport has.  This is down to excellent tuition along with incredible support and enthusiasm 
from Rockport’s teachers.  You only have to watch the sheer pride and thorough enjoyment, 
and sometimes tears, in Miss Carr’s face at every note sung or played to know that this is a 
teacher who has every faith in her students and wills them to be their best. 
 
We enjoyed a full two hours of singing, dancing, music and acting, including Miss Breen’s tap 
dancing…is there no end to her talents…as the hits from every musical imaginable were 
recreated on stage.  It was a feel good factor performance that had parents and friends 
cheering, tearing and laughing the whole way through.  It even inspired two lower senior boys 
to join up next year, Luke and Christian, who were jazz handing away behind me. 
It made me realise that it’s important to go and see as many productions or events that all of 
our children are involved in, to not only support our own but all children, and to just have a 
really great time.  Thank you Senior School and your fantastic teachers!! 
 
Coffee Morning – Thursday 21st February – Jackson Hall – 8.30am 
This is just a reminder that we will be holding a coffee morning and bun sale for parents, staff 
and children at school throughout the morning of 21st February when we return after half term. 
Susin Reid, sister of R7 teacher Colin Reid, is heading to the Arctic for a week in March to take 
part in various survival activities to raise funds.  Cancer Focus NI is a charity that supports local 
families who are affected by cancer. If you want to find out more about Susin’s fundraising 
efforts or donate directly please take a look: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/susin 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Coffee morning in aid of Cancer Focus NI – Thursday 21st February - 8.30am - Jackson Hall 
Easter Bunny – Thursday 11th April 
 
Carol Thompson 
PTA Chairperson 
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