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Apr Time Event 

Mon 6th  Bank Holidays (School closed for day pupils) 
 

Wed 8th 9.30 EY Production “The Bee Musical”, Tucker Hall 
R6 – R7 to Ulster Folk and Transport Museum 
 

Thu 9th 
 

10.00-14.00 
15.30 

Reception Visit to Streamvale Farm 
EY to Upper Juniors Transition Meeting, Centenary Building (current R4 
parents) 
 

Fri 10th  16.00 
13.30 

AS Study Leave Starts 
Boys U12 team   v  Bangor Grammar School @ Bangor Grammar 

HEADMASTER’S HEADLINES 
 
Allergies: This is a reminder that a number of our children and young people who suffer from a severe 
allergy to some foods, especially to nuts and to sesame seeds. For those children, coming into contact with 
these foods could potentially cause a life threatening anaphylactic reaction. This reaction can be induced 
not only by ingestion of these foods but also merely by touch or even by proximity. In order to help 
minimise any risk of an anaphylactic reaction occurring at school, we would ask that you refrain from 
sending your child to school with any nuts, or any product containing nuts. This includes boxes of mixed 
sweets like Celebrations, birthday cakes, boxes of crackers and spreads such as Nutella. Please check the 
ingredients of any product before sending it into school. 
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Transition to Upper Juniors Meeting (R4 Parents): Another reminder, this time about the 
meeting next Thursday for parents of children in R4. Mrs McCartney will give some pointers and 
handy hints about what you can expect when your child enters the wonderful world of Upper 
Juniors. 
  
Poundstretcher:  The Bursar reminds me that the Governors have once again agreed to grant a 
hefty discount on fees paid a year in advance. This has proved to be popular in the past and it 
helps the Bursar to plan ahead, as well as providing us with useful revenue for ordering all those 
text-books and materials during the summer break. If you are interested please contact the 
Bursar, Stephen Ballentine-Kearns on 90428372 or at sbk@rockportschool.com 
  
George Vance 
Headmaster 
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GENERAL 

Dancing Success 
Congratulations to Upper Juniors pupil, Ruby Tolland, who participated in the 
Ballycastle Dancing Competition earlier this week and scooped up two first place 
trophies – first in the Reel and first in her set dance. Well done to Ruby! 
  
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 

Little Princess Trust 
Charlotte very kindly donated 11 ½ inches of her hair to the ‘Little Princess Trust’ 
over the Easter holidays, a charity which provides wigs for children and young 
people who have lost their hair during cancer treatment. 

Rebecca Breen 
R8B Form Teacher 

Conquering Ben Nevis 
We are so proud of R3 pupil, Alexa Edmunds who conquered Ben Nevis with her 
Daddy over the Easter holidays.   Alexa had previously climbed Slieve Donard which 
was a great achievement but she wasn’t content to stop there, instead setting her 
sights on something bigger and tougher! Climbing Ben Nevis was a huge challenge and 
by her own admission, extremely difficult. We are so incredibly proud of her 
determination and grit! 

Lynn Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 

Summer Term Clubs 
The clubs list is attached for the Summer term. Please discuss this with your child. The pupils have already 
indicated to me which clubs they would like to attend. Clubs start Tuesday 7th May (except for Tuesday 
football which starts Tuesday 14th May). Any queries please contact creid@rockportschool.com 

Colin Reid 
Head of Faculty 

London Trip 
The remaining balance must be paid by Tuesday 7th May. The balance can be paid as before, but please 
send an email to Miss Carson to confirm payment. If unsure of your final balance, please email Miss 
Carson: vcarson@rockportschool.com  

Miss Carson 
R9 Form Teacher 

Cash for Clobber Textile Recycling scheme 
A reminder to support this worthwhile scheme.  For more information, please read the PTA section and 
follow the link below  http://www.cookstowntextilerecyclers.com/cash-for-clobber 
 

Fee for Readers/Scribes 
Please be aware that there is a charge of £15.00 per hour for pupils who have access arrangements 
(reader/scribe, separate invigilator) in the exams.  

Celia McFarland 
SENCO & Learning Support Specialist 
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EARLY YEARS 

The Bee Musical 
Our Early Years Production of The Bee Musical will take place on Wednesday, 8th May at 9.30am in the 
Tucker Hall. 
  
We look forward to seeing you all there.  Tea and coffee will be available from 8.4am in the Home 
Economics room.  
 

*Tennis Club – If you have signed up for tennis but haven’t yet paid, payment should be with class 
teachers by Monday 6th May. Cheques made payable to Andrew Strain. (£24) 
*There is no charge for Alphabet Club. Please let class teachers know if your child would like to attend.  
 
Lynn Athanasiou 
Head of Early Years 
 

Early Years Club 
The clubs will be starting from next week beginning 6th May. 

Monday  Prep R4 3.00pm-3.30pm 

Tuesday  
Tennis 

Reception/R1 2.00pm-2.45pm 

R2-R4 3.00pm-4.00pm 

Prep R4 3.00pm-3.30pm 

Wednesday 

Debutots PGR – R1 2.00pm-2.40pm 

Prep R4 3.00pm-3.30pm 

Thursday  
Speech and Drama 

R1 2.00pm-2.45pm 

R2-R4 3.00pm-3.45pm 

Alphabet Club  R2-R4 3.00pm-3.30pm 
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UPPER JUNIORS 

  
R6 and R7 Visit to the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum 
On Wednesday 8th May, R6 and 7 will be attending a workshop at the Ulster Folk and Transport 
Museum to see Tim Peak’s Souyez spacecraft.  A letter has been sent home asking for a packed lunch 
to be brought in – a reminder NO NUTS or products containing nuts. Pupils can wear their everyday 
summer uniform. 
  
Miss Breen and Miss Carson 
  
 
 
R7 Cycling Proficiency 
Well done to all pupils for a great start to this course! Pupils have been issued with a theory book that 
they must read and understand. Once the course is completed, this book must be returned to Miss 
Carson. Bicycles can be stored overnight or indeed until the end of the course in Mr Reid’s room. 
  
Date reminders: 
  
Wed 8th and Thur 9th May  
Wed 15th and Thur 16th May 
Wed 22nd May  
Wed  29th May  
Wed 5th June  
Wed 12th June  
Wed 19th June 
 

Miss Carson and Mr Reid 
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SIXTH FORM 

  
Study Leave 
A reminder that study leave starts at 4pm on Friday 10th May.  Mrs Palmer will be giving the 
students a talk on study leave etiquette at 1:15pm on Friday 10th May. All pupils will be expected 
to be in class next week. We would encourage students to attend class during study leave as they 
will have access to their teachers for immediate help. The Sixth Form centre will be accessible 
from 840am -4pm and we expect pupils to be studying. Any poor behaviour will result in the 
Sixth Form Centre being locked. 
  
During study leave, pupils are to sign in and out with Miss O’Hara or Miss Carson. 
  
 
Revision 
AS exams have already started and it won’t be long before A2 exams begin. Just a reminder to 
find a quiet place at home, that is free from distraction and revise – complete past papers, make 
mind maps and use websites to help. Make a note of topics you are finding difficult and then ask 
your teachers to help with. 
  
If there are too many distractions at home, come into school and revise! 
  
Miss O’Hara and Miss Carson 
 

PE AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Sports Summer Timetable 
Attached to this newsletter is the sports timetable.  
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PTA 

Summer Term 
And so it begins….the countdown to summer and probably the most manic term of all, helped by the fact it 
is barely two months long!! Normally I’m quite organised uniform wise or so I thought I was.  My eldest 
came to breakfast telling me his summer jumper was ten sizes too small.   I glanced up barely taking it in, 
and said “It’s fine”.  He told me it really wasn’t but I didn’t pay much attention. I mean if it really was ten 
times too small, he wouldn’t be wearing it, would he? It was only when I got to school that I took in the full 
horror of Peter’s uniform.  Remember that fad in the 90s where office chic was wearing a big white blouse 
with a small jumper over it that just came to your naval and the arms to the elbow? Yeah, that was Peter. 
To add to the Charlie Bucket ensemble I could see that I obviously ironed his trousers blindfolded as the 
single crease down one leg was in fact three fold and resembled a kilt! Mortified. Poor Peter!! I immediately 
raced off to Warnocks and replaced his jumper by break time…unfortunately the one legged kilt had to 
wait. 
 
It’s also that time of year to crack open the heavy duty washing powder for whiter than white uniforms, kits 
and trainers and curse all things that leave an enduring mark which in my experience is everything. First 
week of term involves a lot of soaking and the odd boil wash while my enthusiasm for white is at an all-time 
high but come mid-June I’m broken. Laundry fatigue has long since set in and the whites have got the better 
of me. As I look at another grass/mud/ketchup/sauce/sun-cream/unidentifiable mark I resort to a shrug of 
the shoulders and a quick rub with a wipe.  Yip it looks fine, hardly noticeable. 
 
Cash for Clobber 
Speaking of clothing, Cookstown Textile Recyclers run a “cash for clobber” scheme for schools and we 
thought it would be a great way to raise some money for school whilst helping you recycle and sort your 
wardrobe for the balmy summer months (if only). 
 
We will collect from school any bags of clothing left to be recycled and towards the end of May CTR will 
collect and convert to cash. 
 
The collection point: Jackson Hall – please leave bagged up clothing here after drop off or before pick up 
during the week beginning 13th of May 
Items accepted:  good condition clothes, paired shoes, hats, scarves, gloves, bed linen, towels, belts and 
handbags 
All donations greatly appreciated - thank you! For more information on this scheme please visit www.c-t-
r.com 
 
Easter Bunny Breakfast 
£3 per child – we hope your children enjoyed the Bunny Breakfast at the end of last term.  If you haven’t 
got around to paying yet, please leave payment into your form teacher so we can pass onto the Junior 
School, thank you. 
 
Tropic Hamper 
There are still a few squares up for grabs left for this fabulous hamper of Tropic goodies, chocolate and 
wine.  If you wish to buy a square at £2 each please pop into the office as we will be drawing a winner next 
Tuesday 7th May. 

Carol Thompson 
PTA Chairperson 
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