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Mon 24th R5 – R6 York Trip – depart  (return Thu 27th Sept) 

Wed 26  R8 Share Centre Trip – depart  (return Fri 28th Sept) 

Fri 28th  4pm Dads’ Day Out 

Sept Time Event 
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GENERAL 

Cookery Club 
There will be no Cookery Club on Monday 24th September due to the York trip so owing to this 
the club will run an extra Monday and the last session will be on Monday 22nd October. 

 
Miss McConaghy 

R10 Form Teacher 

Senior Art Club 
Senior Art club will recommence on Monday 1st October from 4.30-5.30 pm. All R11 and 
particularly R12 pupils are encouraged to attend to make use of extra  guidance and the 
chance to use the studio facilities. 

David Hamilton 
Teacher of Art & Design 

  
Rockport Ladies Christmas Lunch 2018 
I know many of you will shudder at the word 'Christmas' but we just wanted to let you make 
room in your diaries for the annual charity lunch.  Following the successful venue change last 
year we are staying with the Merchant Hotel and they have assured me that the same quality 
of event shall be repeated again this year.  The date for your diaries is Friday 7th December 
2018. 
  
As with previous years we rely on the generosity of our school parents and wider school family 
to ensure that as large a donation as possible can be raised in sponsorship of the different 
elements which make the event - flowers, music, reception drinks, ballot prizes and the overall 
naming/title sponsorships. Last year Investec Wealth Management and Parkside Flexibles 
generously donated the main sponsorships but we encourage anyone who is interested for this 
year’s event to contact sineadmdall@gmail.com 
  
There have already been enquiries for tickets and tables, and as per the previous year, the 
initial tickets are packaged as full tables of 10 with a sponsorship element attached - what 
better way to treat clients than to a wonderful five star experience with your company logos 
on all menu cards and other written material.  Details of the event sponsorship/naming rights 
and the table sponsorships are now available. Please contact sineadmdall@gmail.com 
  
Individual tickets shall be released in a few weeks but we encourage anyone intrested in full 
tables to contact us as quickly as possible as the numbers will be restricted to 160 due to room 
size! 

Sinead Dall 
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UPPER JUNIOR 

Calendar 
Monday 24th September York Trip 
  R5 & R6 depart from Rockport School 3.30am for Dublin Airport 
 
Thursday 27th September York Trip 
  R5 & R6 pupils return (pick up from Rockport School at 9pm) 

York Trip 
All pupils should be dropped off at the front of the school at 3.30am on Monday morning. 
Although it is a very early start, it would be advisable to encourage your child to eat a light 
breakfast before they leave home. Pupils should wear warm comfortable clothes for 
travelling and should have only one bag with them (see previous letter detailing size). Your 
child should have his/her own wallet/purse for their pocket money. It would be advisable to 
use English bank notes to avoid any problems. 
 
A reminder that no cameras or mobile phones are allowed. We will see you all back at 
school around 9pm on Thursday 27th September. 
  

Change to Routine 
In our absence Mrs Neill will be your point of contact. R7 and any other remaining 
pupils should report to Mrs Neill’s room for registration each morning. Lessons will 
continue as normal but the daily timetable may be altered slightly. R7 will have their 
spelling test on Monday as usual and their weekly AQE papers. Games and swimming 
will take place at the usual times. 
  
 
Suzanne McCartney 
Head of Upper Juniors 
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SIXTH FORM 

The BFI Film Academy initiative in partnership with 
Cinemagic takes place over five weeks and equips young 
filmmakers who are passionate about film with the 
knowledge, skills, insight, confidence and hands-on 
training to help lay strong foundations for their pursuit of 
a career in the film industry. As part of the training 
programme, the participants are allocated time to make 
a short film from concept to screen as well as taking part 
in the Cinemagic Festival, masterclasses and Q&A 
sessions in various film disciplines from the history of 
film, story development, directing and producing to film 
criticism, film finance and marketing and distribution. 
Students also end the programme with an entry level 
qualification for the film industry.  

BFI Film Academy Success 
  
Congratulations to our Year 14 Sixth Former, Lucy Thomas, for gaining a coveted place on 
the British Film Institute Academy with Cinemagic, the largest festival of young people's 
cinema in the world. 

We are so pleased for Lucy, who really enjoyed her weeks work experience with Waddell 
Media in June and is hoping to apply to study Film in University next year.   
  
 
Mr Patrick Toland 
Teacher of Film Studies 
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PTA 

Volunteering for the PTA – Is It Really Worth It? 
  
I have been volunteering for Rockport School PTA now for over eight years with the words bonkers, 
mad, and stupid used to describe the length of time I have been doing it.  So as we now enter a new year 
of school and with that, PTA-ing, I thought I would give you some reasons as to why a PTA is so 
important. 
  
1. You are a vital asset to the school 
Schools are becoming more and more dependent on their PTAs for funds. 
 
2. It's TOTALLY flexible! 
There are a variety of small ways you can help and be involved -  from designing a poster, photocopying 
and distributing letters in the school, cleaning up after an event, helping out on a stall…so many ways. 
Giving up just 30 minutes of your time to help the PTA is invaluable. If everyone could spare 30 minutes 
a term to help, just think what we could achieve! 
You don't have to attend PTA meetings - you can use our contact details to send in ideas for discussion. 
 
3. You'll feel more connected 
There's no better way to know what events are being planned, have your say or make new fundraising 
suggestions, than by offering your help and support 
You'll get to know teachers and support staff on a more familiar basis. 
 
4. You'll be part of a great network 
Every PTA event is an opportunity to meet other parents in the same situation as you. 
You will be part of a like-minded network of people who all share a common goal of improving the 
school for all our children. 
 
5. Make a difference 
By volunteering to help the PTA, you'll be able to use whatever skills you have for a noble cause. 
Our PTA strive to establish a supportive and encouraging community for the entire school. 
 
6. We're not just for mums! 
It's important to our PTA, our school and our pupils to have dads represented on our committee and to 
help reach out to other dads. 
Are you a dad with a skill that would come in useful? 
 
7. Be a role model 
By getting involved with our PTA, you'll show your children that not only are they important to you, but 
their education is as well. 
Your children will see you playing an active part in making their education more varied. 
Getting involved illustrates good teamwork and community spirit.  
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8. What the PTA does affects every parent (and pupil) 
Your voice matters - the PTA is made up of people elected to represent you, so help us to do this effectively.  
Your ideas and involvement can help improve the quality of education for all the children at our school.  
See the smiles on their faces and know that you have played a part in making school a little more fun! 
 
9. It's FUN! 
Help plan fun events, socials and get-togethers. 
Suggest NEW fun ways to raise funds. 
Get your whole family involved! 
 
10. Finally… 
Our children are only at school for a relatively short time. PTA events will be remembered fondly by our 
children for a lifetime. Thanksgiving and Santa’s visit and Halloween madness are events that the children talk 
about all year. 
The equipment and resources the PTA helps fund, make learning even more engaging. Help us continue to 
create lasting memories for our children. 
Personally for me it is number 10 and yes I am bonkers, yes the PTA can drive me mad, and I’m most likely a 
bit stupid too. PTA-ing can get a little manic when we are stretched and multi-tasking but it is worth it for 
every smile, giggle, and “thank-you” we get. 
If you fancy helping out or taking a more active role please send an email to pta@rockportschool.com  
  
 
 
Dads’ Day Out – 28th September – Field of Dreams – 1430 
Details for Dad's Day Out Friday 28th September 2018:  
 
Venue: 
Field of Dreams, 55 Upper Gransha Road, BANGOR, BT19 7QE 
  
• Meet Field of Dreams at 14:30 for safety briefing; 15:00 start. 
• Cost is £30 (please bring cash).   
• All equipment will be provided and no previous experience necessary. 
• Outdoor venue so come suitably dressed. 
• 30 cartridges each - we will divide into teams for banter! 
• Expected to last approx 2.5 / 3 hours, and then onto the Dirty Duck (18:30 for 19:00), for a pint and a 

meal, each paying their own.    The  address is : Dirty Duck, 2-4 Kinnegar Road, HOLYWOOD, BT18 9JN 
  
A deposit has been paid for both Field of Dreams and the Dirty Duck. 
  
Dates for Your Diary 
Dads’ Day Out – 28th September – Field of Dreams – 4pm 
Halloween – Thursday 25th October 
Thanksgiving & Fireworks – Thursday 22nd November 
 
Carol Thompson  
PTA Chairperson 
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