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Mon 21st 
  

16.00-18.00 R5 – R7 & 6th Form Parent Teacher Meetings, Tucker Hall 
 

Tue 22nd  16.00-18.00 R8 Parent Teacher Meetings, Tucker Hall 
 

Wed 23rd 9.00 Playgroup to Holywood Library 
 

Thu 24th All Day R10 to Armagh Planetarium 
 

Fri 25th 
 

12.45-14.50 
15.30 

18.00-22.00/22.30 

R11 LFLW Trip to Bloomfield Shopping Centre, Bangor 
R10 Careers Options Meeting, Centenary Studio 
R7 & boarders to Belfast Giants 
 

Jan Time Event 
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GENERAL 

GCSE Timetables for R11 and R12 
Students in R11 and R12 have now been issued with their GCSE timetables for the Summer 
examinations. A personalised timetable has been given to each student and also the overview 
of all GCSE examinations running during May/June 2019. I have asked the students to check 
that their entries are correct and if they have any queries to let me know as soon as possible. 
Please ask your son/daughter for this information if they have not already shared it with you. I 
have attached a copy of the GCSE timetable for your interest. 
 
Parent-Teacher Meetings 
Our Spring Term Parent-Teacher meetings have been scheduled as follows: 
 
 
 
Date Time Year Group Venue 
Monday 21st January 4.00-6.00pm R5 

R6 
R7 
R13 
R14 

Tucker Hall 

Tuesday 22nd January 4.00-6.00pm R8 Tucker Hall 
Monday 28th January 4.00-6.00pm R9  

R10 
Tucker Hall 

Tuesday 29th January 4.00-6.00pm R11 
R12 

Tucker Hall 

Please plan to attend your son/daughter’s consultation. Please bear in mind that these 
consultations should last no more than 5 minutes and if you require a further meeting, that 
can be scheduled for a later date.  
 
R10 Careers/Options Meeting 
We are about to start the process of Year 10 pupils choosing their GCSE subjects. An 
information-session will be held in the Centenary Studio  on Friday 25th January at 3.30pm. I 
would encourage all parents to attend with their children. At this meeting, pupils will be 
presented with their GCSE Options Booklet and also a “Straw Poll” letter, which will help 
inform us regarding demand for subjects. 
 
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 
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Thank you 
Please find below a letter which I received this week 
from Jenne McDonald from The Royal Belfast Hospital 
for Sick Children regarding the gifts donated to the 
hospital prior to Christmas. Jenne will also be visiting 
the school next week to receive a cheque for the 
Children’s Hospital. 
  
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 

Date for your diary: 
To plan ahead, please mark these events in your diary to which everybody is very welcome.  
More details will be published in this Newsletter closer to the time.     

Wednesday 6th February, 6pm 
Rockport’s Drama Society presents ‘A Night at the Theatre‘.  
 

Monday, 25th March, 6.30pm, Jackson Hall 
Mrs Hunter welcomes you for a night of musical 
entertainment. 

Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award 
The after-school training commenced for the Duke of Edinburgh Award on Thursday afternoon. 
Students have been sent home with a list of ideas for their Physical, Skill and Volunteering 
sections. 
  
The award office has become increasingly strict on the requirements for each section, so please 
do not let your child begin a section without having the activity approved by me. The 
volunteering must be completed with a non-profit organisation or an individual in need. The skill 
must be assessed by an adult with knowledge in that field.  Any questions, please contact me. 
  
Miss Sophie O’Hara 
Duke of Edinburgh Award leader 

GENERAL (cont.) 
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Volunteering 
Alice is an Old Rockportian, so it’s lovely to see her doing something like this….. 
  
Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 
Deputy Head 

  
The orphanage is for older children, from three years old. It cares for children who cannot be adopted for family, health 
or other reasons. The home has a school onsite where the children are taught for the entirety of their education. 
Volunteers help in the classrooms, give extra tutoring, coach sports, do arts & crafts and other fun activities with the 
children. It is at this project where our volunteers have started a Summer / Sports Camp for the summer holidays which 
has been a great success. 
The other school in one of the Nairobi slums, provides both an education and a safe haven each day for some of the 
poorest children in Kenya. We visit it periodically to give any extra help that is needed at the time.  
We run trips throughout the year, with start dates in February & March, June – August and October & November. Trips 
can be from one to six weeks (with typical duration being two or four weeks).  
For any further information, please visit our website (www.kidogoadventure.com) or email info@kidogoadventure.com  
--  
Alice Watson 
CEO 
Kidogo Adventure  
+44 (0)7725 996434 
www.kidogoadventure.com  

Would you be able to teach, give extra help with school work, 
coach a sport, do arts & crafts or help to provide care & 
attention for children? If so, come and join us for a trip!  
Kidogo Adventure is an organisation that takes people to 
volunteer in child-focused projects in Nairobi, Kenya. We 
arrange the whole trip for volunteers from when they arrive in 
Kenya, including all their accommodation, food, volunteering 
and tourist activities, as well as weekend safaris.  This allows 
the volunteers to focus on making a positive impact in the 
projects but also being able to see a bit more of what Kenya 
has to offer.  
We work with around 200 children from newborn to 18 years 
old, through three projects; a home for abandoned babies, an 
orphanage with an attached school and a school in one of the 
Nairobi slums. Volunteers can choose to help in one, two or all 
three of the projects.  
The home for abandoned babies rescues children that have 
been left, often in terrible conditions. Volunteers help with 
caring for the babies, providing much appreciated individual 
attention for all the children, as well as organising fun activities 
for the older ones, including outings to local play areas etc.  
 

 

GENERAL (cont.) 
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GENERAL (cont.) 

R11O Form Teacher 
Following Miss O’Hara’s appointment as Acting Sixth Form Coordinator, any Form Teacher queries 
for 11O should now be directed to Mr Kirk. His email address is akirk@rockportschool.com 
  
Mr A J Kirk 
Teacher of Modern Languages 
R11 Class Tutor 

Formal Fundraiser 
The year 12, 13 and 14 are currently organising this 
year's formal and we’re all very excited! As part of our 
fundraising, the Culloden have kindly gifted us a full 
night's complimentary stay at their hotel and we would 
like to use this opportunity to raise some money 
towards our night! We have parent volunteers who will 
be selling lines of raffle tickets at 4 o’clock outside the 
main office from Monday 21st until Friday 25th January, 
so please get involved to grab a chance at winning this 
amazing prize! 
  
Sophie Shiel - Head Girl 

Belfast Giants Trip R7 and Boarders  Friday January 25th 
The R7s and some boarders are going to watch the Belfast Giants on Friday. Pupils should 
bring casual clothes into which they can get changed after games. They will have supper in 
school and then head to the Odyssey around 6pm. Pupils will be available for pick up FROM 
SCHOOL at around 10pm (unless the match goes to extra time in which case it may be 
1030.) Pupils may bring money for food / sweets or merchandise but will be responsible for 
their own money. Any queries please contact creid@rockportschool.com 
  
Colin Reid 
Head of Faculty 
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SPORTS AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Cheerleading 
Last weekend Rachel and Emma Yeaman attended the 21cc cheerleading competition in 
Dublin with Elevate Cheer. They both competed really well and Rachel came home with 
trophies for 1st place for her stunt group, 1st place for her trio routine with Emma achieving 
2nd for her duo routine and 2nd for stunt.  
  
Fencing 
On the Sunday Emma also competed in the NI Fencing Junior Series Round 2 fighting hard in a 
very close final to win the gold medal for 1st place. She has Round 3 this Saturday – good luck 
Emma! 

Golf 
Congratulations to Molly O’Hara! She was selected for 
the under 16 Irish development squad and starts her 
training this Saturday at Carton house with the other 
girls.  Well done Molly!  
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PTA 

Happy New Year! 
And just like that it’s 2019!!  Can you believe it? Next year the 90s will be thirty years ago, 
THIRTY YEARS AGO…I feel a mid-life crisis coming on so, if anyone wishes to join me, feel 
free.  Although it may have to be a sedate mid-life crisis because let’s be honest, we 
have to be realistic here, behaving like we’re in our 20s just isn’t feasible anymore!! And 
there’s too many smartphones about… 
 
Following on from our coffee morning success last month, raising £437 for the Hollie 
Massey fund and £80 for Early Years, we would like to hold another coffee morning.  This 
time we would like to help Susin Reid, sister of our R7 teacher Mr Reid, raise funds for 
local charity Cancer Focus NI. Susin is heading to the Arctic for a week in March to take 
part in various survival activities to raise funds.  Cancer Focus NI is a charity that supports 
local families who are affected by cancer. If you want to find out more about Susin’s 
fundraising efforts please take a look: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/susin 
 
We are hoping to have the coffee morning during the week after half term but I’ll keep 
you posted. 
 
Now to stick the heating and kettle back on, it is freezing!!! 
 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Coffee morning in aid of Cancer Focus NI – Thursday 21st February - 8.30am - Jackson Hall 
Easter Bunny – Thursday 11th April 
 
 
Carol Thompson 
PTA Chairperson 
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