
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

5 June 2020 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 

http://www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar
http://www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar
http://www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar


Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Planning In Progress: This week I wrote to all our boarders to update them on our latest plans and 

preparations for their potential return in August.  I will say more, and in more detail in my virtual 

Speech Day address, but for now, in today’s Newsletter I paraphrase that message and write to 

update all of our children and young people.  

  

Rockport, 

5 June, 2020 

Dear Rockport Pupil, 

  

First, I want to say a really big well done to you, on doing so well in attending your lessons and 

working so hard, even if it was on Google Meet instead of being in school. It would have been easier 

to not do this and just send work home, but carrying on with the important business of learning and 

teaching has been really important. Not just so that you can progress in your studies but also in 

helping you to keep in touch with your teachers and friends by helping you to see them every day. 

This has been true of all our students but the boarders deserve an extra special mention. What they 

have been doing really is ‘remote learning’ and a challenge for those in different time zones, often 

beginning lessons late in the afternoon and working late into the evening. Our Teachers have also 

‘gone the extra mile’ (as Rockport Teachers do) in establishing a full and impressive programme of 

online learning from a standing start. But I also want to mention your Parents: education is always 

best when it is a partnership but learning from home just couldn’t have happened without your 

parents’ input and help. We are fortunate indeed that our Rockport parents are so willing and keen to 

get involved in your education.  

 

So well done to the whole Rockport family on a great effort! 

  

Secondly, I want to say something to you about the school reopening next term. We are already busy 

here making preparations for you to come back to school next term and I will be writing to your 

parents with more detail before the end of term, as well as throughout the summer when we will know 

even more. But what I can say for now is that it is our intention to bring all our students back at the 

start of term, and not to stagger attendance from day to day, as some are suggesting. 

  

That said, when we do come back things will be different. Needless to say we will be taking all the 

precautions necessary and more, to make sure that we can return to school safely and without putting 



our vulnerable relatives at risk. But you know we are already in a strong position to be able to do that. 

You will know better than anyone that Rockport is a small school (with a big heart) with only 200 

students on a big, spacious campus, so if anyone should be able to manage social distancing, it’s us. 

Surrounded by the woods of ‘The GT’, fields and beaches with 10 miles of coastal path, there are lots 

of wide open spaces to utilise and we plan to do just that. We are already planning your arrival and 

the process of how we will be ‘meeting and greeting’ you safely and are reorganising the layout of 

school so that we can ensure that we are following the latest and best practice possible. The Bursar 

has been busy already ordering-in the type of equipment we may need, including lots of soap, gloves, 

masks, hand sanitisers and digital thermometers, so that we will also have all that here, ready for your 

return.  

  

Finally, I hope you can see that your safe return to school is our number one priority and to that end 

that we will be continuing to work hard throughout the summer, as we get to know more and more, in 

order to make it happen.   

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie Curie Gardener: In the Winter Term, our students added to our Marie Curie Field of Hope 

down at the coastal path by planting an additional 3,000 daffodil bulbs. Like Mohammed and the 

mountain, Lewis Reid (R7) has gone one better by taking plants to Marie Curie in Belfast. Whilst 

visiting his Grandfather in the Belfast Marie Curie Centre last term, Lewis noticed that the raised 

flowerbed in the courtyard outside was unkempt, overgrown and covered in weeds. After first seeking 

permission, he returned the following weekend and set to work, clearing out, replacing the compost 

and replanting the bed with beautiful new flowers and plants; plants the residents could see from 

their rooms. In the true spirit of Round Square Service, Lewis used his own pocket money to buy the 

flowers and plants and his selfless act of voluntary service has earned him a mention in the Marie 

Curie newsletter as well as an impressive Certificate of Thanks from the Marie Curie team. Great stuff, 

Lewis!   

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 



General News 

 

Keep calm and carry on! 
  

Now that school exams are out of the way and teachers are busy writing reports and settling back 

into virtual teaching again, it would be very easy for our students to slip into the "Why bother?" 

mode and struggle to engage for the remainder of term.  

  

As I was reminded this week by one of my own GCSE students, being able to continue with 

learning when so many are, in her words, "treading water", is such an advantage and, if we can 

continue to keep our young people motivated and interested until the end of term, they will 

certainly be in a really positive position when we return to school in September, as anticipated.  

  

The glorious exam weather of last week in particular made it increasingly challenging to keep 

students going, but, now that "normal (weather) service" seems to have resumed, perhaps that 

will be made easier over the next couple of weeks! It is our intention to keep learning happening 

until the very end of term, with online classes continuing every day, except for during our key 

events happening soon - Sports' Day (Thursday 18th June - afternoon) and Speech Day (Friday 

26th June - mid-morning).  

  

To that end, could I urge you all to, as you would if you were climbing Everest, take on the final 

hurdle, give yourself one final motivational speech and conquer the crest! Look at how far you've 

all come, let's finish as strongly as we started back in September 2019. The learning adventure 

has taken a challenging route this year, with many hills and valleys in the past few months, but, as 

we approach the summit, let's all put our shoulders down, drive forward and think of the sense of 

satisfaction when we finally "plant the flag" at the very end of term! 

 

R Palmer 

Deputy Head 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



H.E. 

 

More culinary delights from HE pupils, this week in the form of steak sandwiches. But not just your 

average steak sandwich, these look DELICIOUS!  

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Poetry 

 

This poem was written and performed at his declamation by Uzo Uzochukwu (R4).  Great work, Uzo!  

 

We are all Heroes 

  

We are all awesome 

In our own way 

Do something fun 

To save the day 

  

Swoop up crime 

In every place 

Don't need a dime 

A dollar or an ace 

  

When we are at school 

Or out of it 

Superheroes keep cool 

And are always fit 

  

So be the hero 

And fly up high 

Don't be a zero 

Fight bad guys! 

 

By Uzo Uzochukwu 

  

 



Sports 

 

Exciting news!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual Rockport Sports Day will be going live on Thursday 18th June @ 2.30pm!! 

Our pupils have been working hard to complete lots of PE challenges and ‘Sports Day’ will 

showcase their efforts throughout the entire year. Parents will be emailed the link prior to the 

event. 

 

The agenda of the day will be attached to next week’s Newsletter. 

Alert!!!!!!   Mums and dads please make sure your ’sprint’ videos are uploaded to us asap!!! 

 

Well done to all of our pupils participating in PE this term and staff for their hard work – they have 

all certainly risen to the challenge!! 

 

G Holland  

Head of PE  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


