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Headmaster’s Headlines

Summer Scheming: Like the proverbial buses, we go without a summer scheme for a couple of 

years only for two to come along at once. At the end of term, members of the Early Years team will 

once again offer their very popular all-day care scheme for our younger children. Also this year, to 

help compensate for those times when sports and the opportunities to get together for our older 

children and teenagers were rationed, we are also offering a two-week multi-sports camp. Details of 

both schemes are available from the office or by emailing info@rockportschool.com

Sixth Form BBQ: As we all gathered outside the Sixth Form Centre yesterday evening with a plate of 

food, the genuine affection for the school and for their time spent here demonstrated by our young 

adults made me wonder why we ever bothered with all the hassle of organising school formals in the 

first place. This event achieved everything it set out to do, bringing together our final-year students 

and their teachers along with the members of the lower sixth in a lovely atmosphere of conviviality, 

mutual respect, and reflection of both the challenges and the good times gone by. As I surveyed the 

scene it occurred to me that our leavers are indeed great young people: confident, but without being 

arrogant, and ready to go forward from here equipped with the skills and values needed for their next 

big adventure. Great stuff.  

George Vance

Headmaster

General News

Speech Day 2021

Many thanks for sending your children into school on Thursday in their formal uniforms – this meant 

that we were able to proceed with our prize giving and take photos and film to help put together our 

Speech Day 2021 reel. The link to the film will be emailed to you prior to Speech Day on Thursday 

17th June and will go live prior to the event in the afternoon, exact time to be confirmed once all 

editing has been completed. All students will return to form rooms to watch the recording with their 

form teacher and pick up will be 4pm as usual. 

Rhonda D. Palmer

Deputy Head

mailto:info@rockportschool.com


R7 Transition Day – Friday 18th June

The R7s will have their Year 8 Transition Day on Friday 18th June. It will give R7 pupils an opportunity 

to sample life in Year 8 and above. Usual uniform and games kit required and as they will be cooking in 

HE. I will send home an ingredient list this week. The R7s will need to bring these ingredients in on 

Friday 18th. 

R7 @ Belfast Activity Centre Wednesday 16th June

R7 will be at the Belfast Activity Centre as planned on Wednesday 16th June. The bus is leaving sharp at 

9am. Pupils should travel in games kit including black tracksuit bottoms and green fleece and bring a 

change of clothes and footwear (note these may get wet from canoeing). No jeans, but tracksuit 

bottoms or shorts, t-shirt / long sleeved top and a fleece / hoodie. They will also need a packed lunch, 

a face mask and some pocket money (max £10). Pupils will return to school around 4.30pm

R5 – 12 Fun Day Thursday 24th June

The R5-R7s will be heading off to Newcastle / Murlough/ Tollymore for the Day on Thursday 24th June. 

The bus will be leaving at 9am sharp and returning at 4pm. Pupils may wear their own casual clothes, a 

coat and they need to bring a packed lunch and some spending money (max £10). Cost for the trip will 

be £12 and added to your account.

The R8 – 14 will be heading off to Portrush on the same day. Again the buses will be leaving at 9am 

and returning around 4pm. Pupils may wear their own casual clothes and they need to bring either a 

packed lunch or money to buy lunch in Portrush. Cost for the trip will be £12 and will be added to your 

account.  

Any queries about any of the above, please contact me creid@rockportschool.com

C Reid

Music lesson fees 

A reminder please that any outstanding singing and instrument lesson bills are required to be paid in 

full, as soon as possible, to the relevant tutor.

Many thanks for your co-operation

Melanie Carr - Teacher in Charge of Music and Drama

Early Years Summer Scheme

A reminder that registration and booking forms for Summer Scheme have been sent home with your 

child. To secure your place, please return with full payment by Monday 14th June 2021.

Thank you

Lynn Athanasiou - Head of Early Years

mailto:creid@rockportschool.com


Bronze DOE 

We had a sunny and successful day in the Mourne Mountains on Monday, with the R11 group finally 

getting to do their Bronze practice expedition walk alongside our R10 groups. Sadly, no camping 

was allowed this year due to covid restrictions, but the groups enjoyed a beautiful summer’s 

evening practicing their camp craft skills at Rockport when they returned from the hills, in addition 

to being grilled by a visiting assessor who will accompany them on their final expedition walk. 

We always have fun in the Mournes making Duke of Edinburgh memories and for some it was their 

very first time seeing the stunning mountains. Well done to all of those pupils who did so well! 

Everyone persevered despite some sore feet and heavy rucksacks, and made it to the end for a 

well-deserved ice-cream. 

This Monday 14th – Tuesday 15th June those pupils who are completing their Qualifying 

Expedition should take note of the following drop off and pick up times. Please ensure that pupils 

come fully prepared with everything on the equipment list, including emergency rations to be shown 

to the assessor. 

o Day 1 

▪ Drop-off time: 08:30 to Rockport School

▪ Location: North Down Coastal Path

▪ Camp craft evening at Crawfordsburn Country Park (this will include cooking a 

meal)

▪ Pick-up time: 20:00 from Crawfordsburn Country Park Beach Carpark

o Day 2 

▪ Drop-off time: 08:30 to Crawfordsburn Country Park Beach Carpark

▪ Location: North Down Coastal Path

▪ Pick-up time: 16:45 from Rockport School (students can also attend prep if 

required)

Many thanks. 

Katie Megarry

French and Spanish Teacher & DOE 





Class of 2021

This week we have taken the opportunity to say farewell to our Year 14 group. We have all enjoyed 

getting to know them over the years and we are so proud of their resilience in such a challenging 

and uncertain time to be studying their A Levels.

They have all been outstanding in their approach within their time in Rockport and always keen to 

help out when required. We wish each of our pupils every success in their future careers at 

university or within industry, and I have no doubt they will go on to wonderful things. I really hope 

you will all keep in touch.

Mrs H McBride 

Head of Sixth Form


