
NEWSLETTER 
The latest news and updates from Rockport School 

14 February 2020 

Date Time Event 

Monday  24th February 8:45 am  All pupils return 

Thursday 27th February R13 to UCAS Exhibition 

Please take note of these important dates for the next two weeks. 

You will also find term dates and our school calendar for the year here - 

www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar 

 

Key Dates 

http://www.rockportschool.com/school-calendar
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Headmaster’s Headlines 

 

Slow Down, You Move Too Fast: Following last week’s appeal for help with tarmac, it occurs that 

may be one bonus from having lots of potholes on Rockport Road: it may slow some of us down. I 

have received an appeal from our neighbours in the Camphill Community to ask all drivers to drive 

slowly and with care on Rockport Road. Understandably, they point out that pedestrians, including 

those with learning difficulties, may only be able to move slowly when crossing from the Beech 

Walk onto their main campus at the crossroads outside the school gates. We are no less 

concerned about our own children as they make their way down the drive and as they move 

around the school grounds. They also may be hard to see, especially during drop-off and pick-up 

times when the light is still poor. Please slow down, even if you are running late. 

  

Half Term: This has been a busy few weeks and the next half of the term is no different when we 

consider what we have to pack in to the upcoming six weeks before we break again for Easter. 

Have a lovely time next week with the children at home and we look forward to seeing you back 

on Monday week, bright and breezy - but hopefully not just as breezy as we are currently 

experiencing with visiting storms Ciara and Dennis. 

 

George Vance 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 



General News 

 

R6 AQE Meetings 

  

Mr Reid and Mrs McCartney would like to meet with those parents of R6 children who are planning 

to sit the AQE test in 2020 in the week commencing Monday 24th February. Please contact the 

school office to arrange an appointment. 

 

R10 Options Letters 

  

R10 Options choices for GCSE are due in on Monday 24th February. Please return completed forms 

to the school office or directly to Mrs Palmer. 

Mrs Rhonda D. Palmer 

Deputy Head 

 

 

R10 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award  

 

After half-term, Bronze Duke of Edinburgh club will be on Tuesday afternoons from 4:30pm-

5:30pm. 

 

A reminder of important dates: 

Thursday 23rd – Friday 24th April – Practice Expedition 

Monday 1st – Tuesday 2nd June – Qualifying Expedition 

 

Students will be given a full list of clothing/equipment required ahead of the expeditions. 

Miss O’Hara & Mrs Megarry (DofE coordinators) 

 

 

 

 



Boarding at Rockport  

 

“What comes to mind when you hear the phrase ‘Boarding Department’?  

 

You may think about the attentive housemother or an extremely busy environment; full of different 

cultures and opposing lifestyles. However, Boarding at Rockport is about so much more that you 

probably don’t hear about.  

 

Just last Thursday night all of the boarders were given the opportunity to attend an amazing first 

aid course and were awarded a certificate afterwards. We learnt CPR basics and worked together 

as a team looking at different life and death, situations with the help of the supervising team. You’ll 

probably agree this isn’t like any average night at home. 

 

This is just an example of the things we get up to, along with the usual activities such as shopping, 

golf, ice skating etc but  I believe that these extra activities is what makes the Rockport  

environment different.  

 

I am currently the longest serving Boarder and I’d say one of the nicest things is always having 

something to learn from one another – as well of course, the familiar, comforting smell of ham and 

cheese toasties in the late afternoon. 

 

Wishing everyone a great and safe half term holiday.” 

 

Ethan Harlen  

R13 & Boarding Student  

 

 

 

 

 
       



Well done to Ruby Tolland who was successful at the recent  

National Climbing competition in Dublin. Ruby is also 

competing in the NI Irish dancing championships over half 

term.  

 

Good luck Ruby! 

 

Sport  

 

The U11 girls netball team played against three schools on Wednesday afternoon. They won two 

out of the three matches against Grange Park and St. Malachy’s P.S. but, unfortunately lost by 

one goal against St. Comgalls P.S. 

 

It was an incredibly close match and the girls played brilliantly. They did the school proud and 

it’s clear that we have some excellent netballers to keep an eye on over the next few years.  

 

Well done girls! 



PTA Update  

 

Happy Half Term… 

Already! I can’t believe this term is half way through, I feel as though we’ve only just started.  In no 

time at all it will be Easter so with that in mind the PTA has to get cracking on organising the school 

colour fun run.  This is a whole family and whole school event that will take place on a Friday (20th 

March TBC) between 3-4pm and is a great way to end the Spring term. For those of you who 

haven’t joined our fun run before you are in for a treat.  We start at the cricket pavilion, make our 

way along the rugby pitch and into the GT (wooded area along the side of the pitch).  Through the 

GT and out at the hen house and back up the hill to the cricket pavilion.  We call it a run but it’s 

whatever you would like it to be, a toddle, a dawdle, a brisk walk or a sprint, there are no time 

constraints and it is not a long circuit…what it is though is a full on colour blast from start to finish.  

You will be covered from head to toe!  We will have various stations along the way of colour 

chuckers so you can’t escape, ducking won’t help, and they will get you .   

 

There will be a cost of roughly £10 per participant and this covers a white T-Shirt, glasses, plastic 

poncho for the drive home and a hot dog. 

From previous experience I would recommend that any pupil who is unsure of whether they want to 

participate to put their name down anyway.  There are always pupils begging me to take part in full 

uniform…not ideal .  

 

PG-R4 should be accompanied by an adult but ALL adults are welcome to take part, who wants to 

be the odd, clean one out? 

As we have quite a few chucking stations we would like some parent volunteers please.  If you are 

free, happy to throw coloured cornflour at men, women and children and want to have a lot of 

laughs please let me know as we can’t do this without your support.  We will need some help with 

serving the hot dogs and refreshments too so please drop me a line if you can help 

pta@rockportschool.com. 

Nature tends to make its way onto the GT path but according to my son Mathew, Mr Reynolds (aka 

Ray Mears), was using a “big blade thing” (scythe?) to cut through the path as they ran behind him 

making way for the cross country circuit!  Now that is a learning experience and a great childhood 

memory . Rest assured by the time the colour run happens it will be a well-trodden and cleared 

path. 

 

 


